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Light
African Violet plants do best and flower more when placed in bright indirect light. Close to an
east-facing window is ideal. If the light is too low, the leaves may turn dark green, lose their
thickness and produce very few flowers. If the plant gets too much light, the leaves may turn a
pale yellow-green and the flowers may fade quickly.
Water
Allow the top 1"- 2" of the plant soil to dry out before watering. Avoid using water that has
passed through a softener or water containing chlorine or fluoride. Always water African Violet
houseplants from the bottom to prevent water getting on the leaves. This is done by placing
the pot onto a saucer with about 1 inch of water in it. After 15 minutes, remove the plant and
discard any remaining water in the saucer.
Fertilizer
Use a fertilizer specifically designed for African Violet plants. (In a pinch, you can use any
balanced, soluble, houseplant food diluted to 1/2 the recommended strength.) Fertilize the
plant monthly when the plant is actively growing. Over-fertilizing can cause leaf tips to burn,
poor flower production, leaf cracks, and may even kill an African Violet plant.
Temperature
These plants do well in temperatures of 75°-80° during the day and about 10° cooler at night. It
is best to keep African Violets away from cold drafts and heating vents.
Humidity
High humidity is preferable, but African Violets easily adapt to basic household humidity.
Flowering
Remove dead blooms and stems. This will encourage flower growth. Proper watering (as
mentioned above) will also help the plant bloom more often.
Pests + Diseases
Spider mites (often appear as small red spots and are difficult to see with the naked eye) and
Mealy bugs are the most common pest problem with African Violets. Spider mites are best
avoided by keeping plants clean and dust free. It is important that whatever infestation is
treated, a product specifically for African Violets is used.
African Violets are susceptible to botrytis (or Gray Mold). Gray Mold attacks the leaves, flowers
and stems of the plant. It first appears as a gray spot that eventually turns into a lump of gray
fuzzy spores. To help prevent this, remove dead or lying leaves and keep water off the leaves.
Remove any soil that appears to have mold on it. Spray plant with a commercial fungicide.
Give the plants good air circulation and never get water on the leaves.
Soil
African Violets like a rich, airy, soil specifically made for African Violets. Repotting every 6-12
months is recommended to avoid mineral build up.
Pot Size
Keep African Violets a little root-bound in a small pot. This encourages the plant to produce
more flowers.
Pruning
Remove 2-4 leaves from the bottom of an African Violet plant each month to encourage new
leaf development at the top of the plant. Quickly and carefully remove any dead flowers and
their stalks as soon as they appear.
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