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Tell me about Rocks
There are three types of rocks and they all form in different ways. 

Sedimentary rocks are made when sand, mud and pebbles get laid 
down in layers.  Over time, these layers are squashed under more 
and more rock layers. Eventually, the layers become hard and turn 
to rock. 

Sedimentary rocks can be formed in deserts, lakes, rivers and seas 
and if you look closely enough at the rocks they will give you clues 
to tell you how they formed. 

All of the rocks along the Jurassic Coast are sedimentary rocks such 
as sandstone, limestone, mudstone and chalk.
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Igneous rocks which are made 
from lava or magma which 
has cooled and become solid.
Igneous rocks like granite are 
very strong and used to 
decorate lots of buildings 
such as banks and shops.
They contain lots of amazing 
crystals but never any fossils. 

Metamorphic rocks are rocks that have been completely changed 
from their original state and when they are subject to very high 
heat and pressure they turn into a brand new rock! 

If you have ever seen a marble fireplace or floor, then this would 
have originally been a piece of sedimentary limestone.

Metamorphic rocks very rarely have any fossils either since they 
would have been destroyed in the very high heat and pressure.  



3

Tell me about Rocks

www.lottie.com/blogs/
super-science

go to
Want more

?
ACTIVITIES

Photo Credits

All images and text are copyright of Jurassic Coast Trust. Permission must be sought should anybody wish to extract and use 
any of the text and images for any other use.
Rock cycle image: Reproduced with the permission of the Geological Society of London.

JURASSIC COAST Resources are licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 

Rocks are constantly being created, formed and destroyed in a 
process called the Rock Cycle.


