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Marie’s Childhood

Marie was born on the 15th of October 1880 in Edinburgh, Scotland. Her 
parents later moved to London. 

Both of Marie’s parents were members of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and this is where they had met.

Marie was taken to many meetings as a child where met many well-known 
scientists at that time.

She was home schooled until the age of 12, before being sent away to school.

She also went to university in London, where she studied geology (the study of 
solid earth) and botany (the science of plants).

Coal fossils

At the age of 27, Marie went on a scientific mission to 
Japan and she spent a year and a half at the Imperial 
University in Tokyo. She also explored for fossil plants in 
coal mines on the island of Hokkaido, off the coast of 
Japan.

She was able to publish her experiences in the form of a 
diary where she wrote down all the things she did on her 

Marie
stopes
Famous all over the world for work she 
did on promoting women’s health, Marie 
Stopes was also one of the first women 
experts on ancient plants. She studied 
coal, which is formed from the squashed 
remains of vast wet forests that lived 300 
million years ago and is full of plant fossils. 
Her fossils came from all over the world, 
including Antarctica, Japan and North 
America.

(1880 – 1958)

A label with Marie Stopes’ 
writing on it.
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mission.

During the First World War, Marie carried out a lot 
of research into coal, and she did this for the British 
Government.

Marie’s work into coal was very important.  She 
made major contributions to the formation of coal-
balls, and, above all, the nature of coal macerals. 
The classification scheme and terminology that she 
devised for coal are still being used.

Later life

Marie also campaigned for women’s rights and campaigned for most of her 
life for women to have better access to birth control.

She died of breast cancer at her home in Surrey, England on October the 2nd 
1958. She was 77 years old.

Fossil plant
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Photo Credits
• A label with Marie Stopes’ writing on it: Public domain. 
• Fossil plant: Public domain.
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