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Lucretia’s Childhood

Lucretia was born on January 3rd, 1793, in Nantucket in the United States. 

Her parents Anna Folger and Thomas Coffin had eight children. Lucretia went to a 
boarding school in New York State. 

After finishing school, she decided to stay at the boarding school to work, and she 
became a teaching assistant. Lucretia’s interest in women’s rights started when she 
was working as a teacher and noticed that the male teachers earned more money 
than she did, even though they had the same job.

Lucretia the Activist

After her teaching job, Lucretia became a minister and became known for her 
great speeches. Many people came to hear Lucretia speak at the church. 

As Lucretia was very much against slavery, she refused to buy anything the slaves 
had worked to produce, like cotton cloth and cane sugar, for example. She also 
convinced her husband, James Mott, to do the same.

In 1833, Lucretia then started the group “American Anti-Slavery Society” with her 
husband; this was a group that people who were against slavery could join.

This organisation was both against racism and slavery. As Lucretia was very active 
in the group, she was also threatened many times by people who did not agree 
with her. Lucretia kept on persevering despite threats, and she stayed brave.

Lucretia
mott
Lucretia Mott was one of the leaders of 
the movement to grant American women 
the right to vote, along with Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. She 
also spoke out against slavery.

(1793 – 1880)
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Lucretia’s work for women’s rights

In 1840, a turning point for Lucretia came when she 
went to a meeting in London. This meeting was for 
people who were against slavery and was known as 
the ‘World’s Anti-Slavery Convention’. But it was only 
the men who were allowed to talk and vote.

At this meeting, she met with another woman from the 
United States, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who was also 
against slavery and campaigned for women’s rights.

This made Lucretia decide to start a new group, which 
also was against slavery, but just for black and white 
women. She wanted to give them the opportunity to 
have their voices heard too.

In 1848, Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton worked together to organise 
the first women’s rights meeting in the United States. This was known as the 
Seneca Falls Convention.

In 1850, Lucretia published her most well-known speech on women’s right; this 
was titled the “Discourse on Women”. She believed that women’s roles within 
society was because they had little education and she argued for women’s 
equal political status, including the right to vote.

James and Lucretia Mott, 1842
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