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How to get started 
in Fossil Collecting

Fossils are amazing objects to collect, but you have to make sure 
that you are safe and know what to look for.  

Some of the best places to look for fossils 
are on beaches, as the sea erodes the 
cliffs, washes out the fossils and leaves 
them on the sand or amongst the 
pebbles for you to find.

Of course you need to stay safe, so 
we recommend wearing sturdy shoes, 
being aware of the tides and also 
bringing along a backpack so you can 
safely carry all your fossils home. 

Some parts of the coast are more dangerous or more sensitive to 
the impact from fossil collecting so you need to check ahead first 
to see if you are allowed to take fossils away. 

Places like Charmouth and Lyme Regis on the Jurassic Coast are 
perfect for budding fossil collectors.  An even better idea would be 
to join a guided walk with fossil experts at the Charmouth Heritage 
Coast Centre or Lyme Regis Museum so you can learn how to spot 
fossils and how to collect them safely.
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Quarries are also really good places to look 
for fossils, but you would need to contact 
them to find out when they have open days 
for people to come and look for fossils.

You could also join a kids geology club like “Go 
Jurassic!” or “Rockwatch”, where you can learn 
more about fossil collecting and join special fossil 
hunting events and trips. 

Some of the best fossils are usually displayed in museums, so it’s 
definitely worth visiting your local museum to find out more.  You 
could learn about the local geology, see locally found specimens 
and get an idea of where you can go to find our own amazing 
fossils!


