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Belle Boyd’s Childhood

Belle Boyd was born on May 9th 1844 in Martinsburg, West Virginia. 

She was the eldest child in her family. 

She was very playful as a child. She would climb trees, race through the woods 
and would always win when playing against her siblings and cousins. 

Her family didn’t have a lot of money, but Belle still received a good 
education. In 1856, she went to the Mount Washington Female College at 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

The Civil War

When the Civil War was just starting, Belle wanted to take part by doing fund-
raising activities on behalf of the Confederacy. 

Her town was taken over by Union forces in July 1861. During this time she spoke 
with the officers and would remember military information they would say. She 
would send the information by messenger to Confederate authorities in order 
to help them.

Belle
boyd
Belle Boyd was a Confederate spy in the 
American Civil War. She passed secret 
information to Confederate general 
Stonewall Jackson. Her nickname was 
“Cleopatra of the Secession”.

(1843 – 1900)
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Belle The Spy

Belle did not want the officers to hang a Union flag outside her home. But, one 
soldier did just that and Belle became very angry. One soldier tried to force 
their way into Belle’s home, where her mother lived too, so Belle shot and killed 
the soldier. 

She could have gone to prison for the incident. But, the judge allowed her to 
remain free because she was defending herself. After that, officers were told to 
keep an eye on her, so soldiers were outside her house keeping a close watch. 

Belle saw this as a great opportunity to get close to the officers and see what 
information they will tell her. When the army soldiers told her good information 
that could help, she would send it to the Confederate officers in a hollowed-
out watch case. 

Belle was caught the first time she tried spying. She had to come up with a 
much better way to pass on messages in secret. 

Belle upgraded her spying skills and hid in a closet and eavesdropped through 
a knothole in the door. She did this to listen to the meeting happening with 
Union General James Shields and his staff. She learnt where the army were 
going the next day and where the General will put most of his men. 

Belle rode to tell the Confederate army using fake papers. If the soldiers knew it 
was Belle Boyd they would have stopped her from travelling. 

With this information the Confederate army were prepared and knew exactly 
where to go to defeat the Union army. She told the Confederate army how 
many soldiers were on the other side and this helped them to plan ahead. 

Belle was given the South Cross of Honour award for helping the Confederate 
army. 

Life After Spying

Belle was arrested on July 29th 1862 for violating orders. She was in prison for a 
month and was released on August 29th, 1862. 

Belle was arrested another time but was released shortly after. 

In 1864, Belle went to England and married a Union naval officer. Sadly, her 
husband passed away a year later. 
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During her time in England, she became an actress and acted in The Lady of 
Lyons in Manchester. She also published her memoir, Belle Boyd in Camp and 
Prison. 

In 1886, Belle returned to America and started going around the country to tell 
people about her life as a Civil War spy. 

While she was still going around the country Belle had died of a heart attack in 
Wisconsin. She died on June 11th, 1900 at the age of 57. 

Belle Boyd showed courage and utmost bravery during her lifetime. 
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