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This car is so good, it’s not allowed to enter Australian 

car shows anymore.

Lowered, with vibrant purple paint on the outside 

and a bright red interior, you can tell this isn’t the 

semi-ordinary 1986 Ford XF Falcon it once was. 

It’s a muscle car in every sense of the term, and then some. In just one car show “The 

Psycho” won Top Paint, Top Undercarriage, Top Engine Bay, Top Interior, Top Coupe, 

Top Five, Top Street Machine and Australia’s Coolest Ride. It is considered the Top 

Show Car in Australia today.

The 1986 Ford XF Falcon before it went “Psycho.”

By Victor Garcia
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802.11abgn Fast 
Industrial Hotspot
Part #: RLX2-IHNF

The ProSoft Technology 802.11abgn Fast 
Industrial Hotspot provides secure and reliable 
wireless solutions for plant-floor, SCADA automation, 
process control systems and mobile worker Wi-Fi 
infrastructure. It operates in the 2.4 or 5 GHz bands, 
including DFS channels. The Hotspot supports 
Access Point, Repeater, Bridging and Client modes. 
802.11n technology delivers fast data rates up to 300 
Mbps. This provides excellent packet-per-second 
performance and robust communications in rugged 
industrial environments. For additional information 
on this radio, go to psft.com/ihnfpmcustom

ProSoft i-View
Available on iTunes 
ProSoft Mobile Applications

ProSoft i-View is a mobile SCADA and HMI 
application that allows for remote monitoring and 
control of process values within an EtherNet/IP™ 
and/or Modbus® TCP/IP network, utilizing a wireless 
802.11 (WiFi) and/or cellular network connection. 
ProSoft i-View provides an interface (HMI) for 
accessing and monitoring variables (tags) and 
memory of Programmable Logic Controllers (PLCs).

Plant engineers, PAC/PLC software developers, and 
Maintenance personnel now have the ability for live 
monitoring and control of PAC/PLC-based systems at 
any time, from everywhere.

Although ProSoft i-View is very well-suited for 
the end user, it is also customizable for Original 
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) and system 
integrators to offer it as an extension to their 
systems.
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Remote Controlled Car
Continued 

But, how many muscle cars do you know 
that have industrial automation power?

 Not many.

 PLCs come to mind when talking about 
automobiles moving down large-scale 
automotive assembly lines that piece each 
part of the car together from start to finish. 
Controlling functions on the car itself is a 
different story. Since when does a PLC do 
that?

 Since Greg Maskell in Australia integrated 
them in one of his custom cars.  That’s 
when. 

Underneath the hood of this baby isn’t 
just a powerful engine, but a Rockwell 
Automation® Programmable Logic 
Controller and a ProSoft Technology radio. 
The controller and radio are connected 
to a PanelView™ Plus 600 HMI through a 
Hirschmann switch.

 Originally, Maskell, of Maskell’s Custom 
Cars & Classics in Australia, used two 
ProSoft Technology 900 Mhz radios (that 
were donated from the local distributor) 
to operate the whole car remotely. Hood, 
or bonnet, up, sure. Boot, or trunk, up, 
no problem. Stereo on, suspension up or 
down, you got it.

“We now have a ProSoft Technology 
Industrial Hotspot in the car for remote 
programming of the PLC and touch screen. 

We are working 
on using ProSoft’s 
i-View iPhone app to operate 
the car via an iPhone,” Maskell said.

The phrase remote control car now has 
taken on a whole new meaning. Yes, we all 
have seen cars with the standard remote 
start function these days. Maskell produces 
about two to three custom cars a year. 
“This is the first [PLC] that we have used in 
a car,” Maskell said.

What would have taken 18 toggle switches 
to remotely control functions of the car 
can be done with a few pieces of industrial 
automation equipment.

Maskell asked Garry Lomer to build a 
system for a custom car based on his 

industrial automation knowledge. “I used my industrial background 
to select components that were proven with solid and reliable 
software and hardware,” Lomer said. “In this particular car, high-
tension coil packs of the ignition are under the dash, as is a Rockwell 
Automation® MicroLogix™ PLC and a ProSoft Technology Industrial 
Hotspot.”

Maskell said they are very happy with the performance of the 
equipment in the car. “[The PLC] controls all the electrical systems 
including start up, shut down, fuel pump, thermo fans, water pump, 
windscreen wipers, windows and the stereo,” he said.

 Maskell plans on using the PLC/ProSoft industrial wireless car control 
system more often when a customer decides they want to control 
their car remotely.

 The Psycho took 10,000 man-hours to build. Its owners are 
from Hobart, Tasmania, on the southern tip of Australia. 


