
LEFT: With their own 
booth, there’s no need 
to contract out for paint 
but not everything that 
comes into the shop is 
a full resto; this SL/R 
5000 is just in for paint
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BELOW: This ’55 
Chevy has a long way 
to go. Greg’s team is 
handling the body, 
paint and trim. The 
big-block driveline is 
ready and waiting

weaverDream
Car builder Greg Maskell reckons 
he’s got the best job in the world



Greg’s team of 
go-getters: (L to R) Beau 
Maidment, Peter Melenz, 
Greg Maskell, Bree 
Bollard & Clint Smith

M
ANY of us have no idea 
what we want to be when 
we grow up; some of the 
most interesting people 
you meet never do. Grow 
up, that is.

Greg Maskell from 
Maskell’s Customs & Classics in Shepparton, 
Vic, would love to say that he always knew what 
he wanted, that he spent a lifetime mapping his 
career as one of the premiere car crafters in the 
country, but he can’t.

“I was too busy running amok,” he laughs. “I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do until I was 33.”

That was a dozen years ago. Since then he’s 
worked up more of a clue — he’s all about helping 
people realise their automotive dreams. “I couldn’t 
think of anything better to do. I love it; how could 
you not?”

What set you on this path?
It all started with helping out mates. I’d be building 
engines, fixing brakes or doing rust repairs and 
paint, but it got too hard to do after-hours. I had to 
make a decision — in or out.
Did you have your own workshop then?
Right back at the start I was working out of my 
dad’s place. Then we bought a little place with a 
little shed and that’s when things started getting 
busier. Then we bought the place we’re in now 
with the big shed.
And you were still working by yourself then?
Yeah, I could do everything myself. The only things 
I didn’t do were trim and autos. Theory was, I’d take 
in four cars and work on one car each week, just 
chipping away at them.
That’s not a bad idea. It keeps the cars 
progressing and allows your clients a month 
to save for their next bill.
Yeah, problem was I took on a fifth car and a sixth 
car, and then another bloke and another bloke, and 
you can see where this is going.
But you’ve got a good team now.
Yeah, we’ve built up a great team over the past 
couple of years. A couple of the guys are mates 
who I managed to score when they were between 
jobs. That worked out well because I knew their 
capabilities and that they were trustworthy. But 
anyone who works here has to be multipurpose. 
They can’t be just body people or only paint guys, 

It got too hard to do after-hours. I had to make a decision — in or out
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Greg’s own XR ute, REVHED Karen Keves’s Mission Impossible Leisa Chinnock’s PSYCHO XF Falcon

The outside of this 
shed in rural Victoria 
gives little hint of the 
expansive workshop 
hiding within. There 
are always half a dozen 
projects on the go



so finding the right person is pretty hard.
So what’s your background?
I’m not qualified in anything but when I was young 
and keen, I found a very good mechanic and asked 
if I could work for him after hours for free. I also 
learnt a lot by asking the right questions and 
reading books. But at the end of the day you’ve 
got to get in there and give it a go. When it’s 
costing you money and coming out of your pocket 
you learn really fast.
And a couple decades later you’re churning 
out some of the best cars in the country.
Officially we’ve been in the full-time car-building 
business for 10 years now but I was probably 
doing cars for another 10 years before that. There 
have been three elite cars, and at least 20 full 
blown restos, plus paint jobs and engine rebuilds. 
We’ve got a one-stop shop now; the car only 
leaves for wheel alignment and rego.
Which elite cars?
We’ve done Mission Impossible, which was the 
rebuild on Karen Keves’s Marilyn Monaro. There 
was also the ground-up build on Leisa Chinnock’s 
PSYCHO XF, and that won Top Judged at 
Summernats 26. I helped with the finishing touches 
on Gary Myers’s Silver Bullet and the final buffing 
on XACUTER and 2INSANE. We rebuilt the Bullet 
for Perry Meka, who owns it now. We had the whole 
thing pulled down to the front suspension.
That’s a fair list of well-known cars. 
Obviously most of those people had a fair 
idea of what they were after, but what do 
you do with the ones who don’t have a clue?
You’ve got to get inside their head and work out 
what the customer wants. Some people know 
exactly what they want, so you do that while 

others just like a type of car but they’re confused 
about style or what works. If someone comes in 
and wants a blown alcohol car for a daily driver, 
obviously that’s not going to work, but we can build 
them something that does.
So the customer isn’t always right?
At the end of the day it’s not my car, and that’s the 
hardest part of the business. It’s not about what 
I want but I try to guide them. I try to give them 
options. Sometimes you’ll get a guy who wants to 
put billets on a classic resto but it would be like 
wearing a Bob Marley hat with a suit.
Your business used to be Revhead 
Restorations; why change it to Maskell’s 
Customs & Classics?
A lot of the work I get is word of mouth. Some 
guy would be given a number by a mate who we’d 
done work for and maybe ring up for a concours 
resto on their Mustang. You answer the phone 
with: “Revhead Restorations” and you’d hear a 
pause sometimes, like the guy on the other end 
is thinking: “Have I got the right place?” ‘Revhead’ 
sounds like ‘hoon’ to some people and was putting 
a few clients off so we went for something the 
sounds a bit classier.
Makes sense. And are you still happy doing 
what you do?
I couldn’t think of anything better to do. I love it; 
how could you not? We don’t have any particular 
goals, we just want to do good work.  s

You’ve got to get inside their head and work out what the customer wants

Greg’s got a passion for 
’67 Falcons. “I was born 
in ’67,” he explains. I’ve 
got eight that I’ll admit 
to.” The ute is the shop 
hack, running a Tojo 
blower on the 221 six, 
with a three-speed ’box 
and T-Bird caps

Greg and his partner 
Julie had a big year in 
2012 — besides the 
raft of cool cars going 
through the workshop, 
they added Arlen and 
Nash to the family


