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This new body of work titled “Samu” (work practice in Zen Buddhism) was created in the
spirit of Agnes Martin, Sol Lewitt, and Ad Reinhardt among other Minimalist artists while
also reflecting the cut canvas work of Lucio Fontana. Though the minimalist aesthetic is
present, the work is also boldly original both stylistically and conceptually. Shapes are
reflected against each other setting up a ying/yang experience; a representation of our
inner selves and the outer world that surrounds and ultimately the unification and  
separation of the two. The work, in its succinct clarity of intention, is as much intended to 
be felt (as any good art is) as it is to be seen. These are meditative wall pieces created with
mindfulness and clarity of mind and complement minimal interiors with a calm spiritual vibe.

Kurtis Brand is dedicated to preserving the environment through the thoughtful use of  
sustainably sourced materials. The Samu Collection seen here features canvas sourced 
from The New Denim Project in Guatemala City, Guatemala. The NDP upcycles discarded 
denim and other fabrics to create beautiful new textiles for artists, artisans, textile workers 
and craftspeople.

The wood used to make the stretchers for the pieces is sourced from sustainable and/or 
certified tree farms in Coban and Rio Dulce in Guatemala. The hardwood and pinewood 
stretchers and frames are made by local artisans and carpenters which helps to support  
the local economy.

samu



Sunyata (Connected 2)
24” x 36”
upcycled canvas, wire and sustainably sourced pine wood frame

Interconnected, all things arise as one,  
    never separate from each other.





Sunyata (Cut 1)
60” x 80”
upcycled canvas
sustainably sourced wood frame



Cut from a single rectangular piece of upcycled canvas, this work represents the hall in 
a Buddhist monastery called a zendo where Zen monks practice meditation. It speaks to 
the internal energy of the bodhisattva, radiating outwards and undivided into the world.



Zendo
88” x 66”
upcycled canvas



Bondage
84” x 48”
upcycled canvas  
and natural twine
with broomstick



Our minds are held in bondage to our desires, our judgements, our likes and dislikes. 
We are also held in bondage to the idea that we are somehow self and other. There is 
no self and other and when we realize this we are released from eternal bondage and 
set free, our minds becoming clear, creative and unhindered. Similar to other work in this 
collection, each piece of fabric is connected to each other, touching each ohter to create 
a unified whole whole, free from the anxiety of separation that we all suffer in this often 
tormented workld we live in.



Sunyata (Connected)
60” x 80”
upcycled canvas and wire
on sustainably sourced pine frame

We are all connected.  
If we harm one thing, we harm all things.
Cause and effect are undeniable  
and unavoidable.



Sunyata (Cut 1)
60” x 80”
upcycled canvas
sustainably sourced wood frame



Manta Cruda (11)
48” x 72”
upcycled canvas
sustainably sourced 
pine wood frame



Sunyata (Cut 3)
61” x 34”
upcycled canvas
sustainably sourced 
pine wood frame



All of Kurtis Brand’s frames are made using sustainable hardwood found in a agro-
forest near Izabal, Guatemala on Rio Dulce. 

Izabal Agro-Forest, S.A. (IAF) is a farm and timberland management company head-
quartered in Guatemala. It is the outgrowth of a third-generation family farm with 
various tropical crop and timber species, including precious hardwoods, fine-flavor 
cacao, vanilla, coconut and avocado. IAF manages specialty heirloom cacao and 
trials of flowering and aromatic species grown for distillation and the production of 
essential oils for some of Brand’s  friends and supporters Nelixia. 

IAF specializes in the silviculture of big-leaf mahogany and Honduran rosewood, 
species rarely cultivated on plantations in their native range. All products are trace-
able with heirloom plantation origin. IAF’s goal is to boost ecosystem services, 
deepen positive social impacts across the planet by offering alternatives to tropical 
monoculture that contribute to the restoration of natural capital.

In supporting Kurtis Brand’s work, you are supporting this essential work.



All Kurtis Brand works are crafted using closed-
loop process New Denim Project textiles. 

More than a process, the New Denim Project goal 
is ethical, economical, efficient and visionary, to 
guide the globe in changing our practices to  
emulate sustainable natural cycles, where all dis-
carded materials are designed to become  
resources for others to use.

Their eco-industrial techniques have led NDP to 
reduce our carbon emissions, water and energy 
usage, and vastly minimize the consumption of 
new virgin raw material. Reusing discarded  
textiles that will allow for abundance and endless 
life cycles. Leading the way towards a sustainable 
and ethical industry, proudly operating under a 
circular economy, like the earth itself.

When you buy a Kurtis Brand work you are  
supporting a passionate desire for a healthy plan-
et. #ClosedLoop



For more information on  
the artist and the collection:

Visit
web: www.kurtisbrand.com
instagram: @kurtisbrand

Contact
Email: kurtis@kurtisbrand.com
US: (845) 381–9800
Guatemala/Whatsapp: (502) 
3324–5667

©2019 The Brand Fam, Inc. and Kurtis Brand Art. All rights reserved.
©2019 Original works created by Kurtis Brand – The Brand Fam, Inc. All rights reserved.

www.kurtisbrand.com
kurtis@kurtisbrand.com


