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The Accurate Miniatures 1:48 scale TBF-1C
Avenger is a classic example of the mold
maker’s art. Though it was first produced
in the mid-1990s it still ranks as one of the
best kits ever produced in the scale. With
copious amounts of interior detail that defy
the need for aftermarket additions,
engraved panel lines, and a detailed bomb
bay, it is only slightly less complex than a B-
17. Its expansive greenhouse canopy and
complex turret pose a daunting challenge
to mask. Fortunately, aftermarket mask
sets offer an option to easily paint the
canopy frames with perfect results and
huge time savings.

Kit Masx’s set also provides stencils for the
insignia and markings providing an
alternative to using decals. With the
Avenger’s complex fuselage shape, getting
decals to conform is a real challenge.
Masking the markings is a great alternative
and allows for a much better appearance
and common finish over which washes and
weathering techniques can be evenly
applied. Masking markings requires a little
forethought and preparation but in terms
of absolute time, does not really take
longer than applying decals. Here are some
tips for building the kit and using the masks
so you can give it a try. 1



Before any masking, the first step is
to get all the great detail in the
interior painted up. Grumman-
built Avengers were painted Bronze
Green in the upper cockpit area
and Interior Green in the lower
spaces. I used a mix of Tamiya XF-
27 Black Green and XF-18 Medium
Blue for the Bronze Green and XF-
81 Dark Green and XF-4 Yellow
Green for the Interior Green. I dry
brushed the raised detail with
Testors enamel Zinc Chromate for
the interior green areas and
Medium Green for the bronze-
green areas. Enamels dry brush
easier than acrylics. A wash of
heavily thinned raw umber oil
paint unifies everything.

I replicated the worn non-skid surface
over the plywood floor by airbrushing a
barrier of Mig chipping fluid over the
wood effect I created with oil paint.
After spraying the dark gray surface it
can be worn away with water. 2



The interior detail included by
Accurate Miniatures is
prodigious. Careful detail
painting with Vallejo acrylics and
dry brushing and washes makes
it all pop. The dry brushing looks
a little stark but it needs to be
visible when everything is closed
up. I went old-school and made
all the seatbelts and buckles
from masking tape and wire.

3



It is necessary to mask the
exposed interior. Due to the
need to fit the turret, the
canopy cannot be installed
first, so a combination of
foam, Tamiya tape and Mr.
Masking Sol fluid is needed
to seal off the large openings.
I even used a foam earplug
for the tail opening. “Any port
in a storm!”

4



AK airbrush templates can be
used to impart a varied and
weathered finish. Lighter and
darker tones of the base color
are sprayed randomly through
the template keeping it moving
all the time. Then a very thin
mix of the base color in a 20/80
paint to thinner ratio is misted
over the surface to unify
everything. The effect is subtle
but helps replicate the effect of
wind and weather.
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It is also good to mask and spray the control surfaces
with a lighter shade. They were fabric covered and
faded faster than the metal areas.



And now onto the masking! Kit
Masx set number 48-0178
contains a comprehensive array
of masks for the many clear
parts as well as all of the major
markings. It also provides
transfer paper to aid in placing
the markings. The set comes
with vinyl film on a peel-away
backing paper. A version using
kabuki tape is also available on
request and it is useful in
certain places.
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Let’s begin with the simplest
task of a single color mask.
Since the underside of the
wing is white, all we need to
worry about is the insignia
blue. Begin by cutting out
the entire lower wing
marking and a piece of
transfer paper matched to
the size. Then press the
transfer paper over the top of
the marking. Try to keep the
guide lines parallel to the bar
portion of the marking.
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Then peel the backing paper
from the mask and flip it over
and place in position on the
model. The vinyl is
transparent, so it is easy to use
the guideline on the transfer
paper to guide alignment with
details on the model like panel
lines. When you are confident
in the placement, burnish the
mask onto the surface of the
model with a tool or a Q-tip.
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The transfer paper is then
carefully peeled back bending
it back over itself at a sharp
angle. It may be necessary to
press the mask down with a
pointed tool if it wants to
come off on the transfer
paper. Press the mask down
again and then pick out the
elements where paint will go
with sharp tweezers.
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Fill around the mask with pieces of
tape to catch overspray and then
airbrush the insignia blue for the
marking. I mixed my insignia blue from
three parts Tamiya XF-1 Flat Black and
one part XF-8 Blue. Spray away from
the edges, not into them.

Then carefully peel away the
masks and voila, a perfectly
painting marking. No need to
worry about silvering or clear
coat sealers!
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Next, we’ll tackle masking
two-color markings. The
initial process of cutting out
the marking and placing on
transfer paper is the same.
This time, however, you want
to keep the interior elements
on the transfer paper leaving
only the mask for the exterior
marking on the model. Keep
the interior elements on the
transfer paper and save them
for later.
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Fill around the mask again with pieces of
tape to catch overspray and then airbrush
the insignia blue for the marking to seal
the edges.

Then spray the insignia white. I
mix a small amount of tan in the
white to tone it down. Try to stay
away from the edges as much as
possible and focus on the areas
that will be white. Then use the
transfer paper to reposition the
interior star and bar. Use a sharp
tool to keep them down as you
peel away the paper.
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Once everything is in place press the
masks down to ensure a tight seal to the
surface of the model .

Then spray the insignia blue
in the same way as the
underside. I used a 50/50
mix of Flat Black and Blue to
account for fading that
would occur on the upper
surface. When dry, remove
all the elements to reveal
the marking.

13



Despite the effort to seal the
edges of the mask with
insignia blue, there were a
couple of spots where the
white appeared at the edges.
I could have applied the
masks and resprayed but on
the dark surface it was
possible to tick over the spots
with a black Prismacolor
pencil. The black is invisible
against the dark blues.
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The side insignia pose a much
different challenge. The
compound curves in this area
are really difficult and frankly,
getting a regular decal to
conform here would be no
easy task. Masking is a
superior option but you really
want the kabuki tape masks
here. First, use the solid
marking outline to position the
marking. Apply to both sides
to confirm the positions
relative to one another.

Then trim the outline close to keep it flexible and
apply it around the marking. Then remove the
marking to reveal the area to be painted.

15



Use smaller pieces of tape to fill in
around the outline and then add larger
pieces of masking tape to expand the
area to protect against overspray.

Then follow the same procedure
to spray the insignia blue to seal
the edges, followed by insignia
white and then place the stars
and bars to cover those areas
and spray on the final insignia
blue coat.

16



The port side poses a special
challenge as there is a small
scoop right where the top of
the star has to go. Gently apply
the star and mark with a pencil
the area of the scoop.

Then cut out the area and re-
apply the star pieces and use
Blu-tak poster putty to fill in
over the scoop. Blu-tak is a
great option to mask
irregular areas.

Remove all the masks and
reveal the perfectly painted
and conforming markings. It
looks weird to see the insignia
at an angle to the fuselage
centerline but that’s how it
was on the real thing.
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Now we’ll do it by the
numbers to add the
plane digits. First pick
out the numbers since
they are all one piece.
If the number was an 8
with interior spaces,
you’ll need to keep
them in place for now.

Then put a piece of transfer paper over the numbers and use it
to position them on the model. When in the right place, peel
away the transfer paper and press down the markings.
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After adding plenty of
tape to control
overspray (don’t be a
hero; that white can
go everywhere) spray
over the area with the
insignia white mix. A
tip for spraying white:
thin the paint with
Tamiya lacquer
thinner. It makes the
paint flow much
better, especially with

white where the pigment is thicker and quickly clogs the tip.
Lacquer thinner re-liquifies the paint and keeps it flowing.
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Then sharp tweezers and a
#11 blade can be used to lift
the masks from the backing
paper and place into
position. Some masks I have
used don’t match the panes
exactly but all of the Kit
Masx ones were a perfect fit!
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The ‘greenhouse’ on the
Avenger is vast and the
framing on the turret is
incredibly complex. There just
ain’t a better way to do it than
to use a Kit Masx set!
Everything fits perfectly and it
will save you hours if you had
to do it all by hand.
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Fitting the turret is one of the bigger challenges with the kit. It is actually relatively
easy to do once you know how but difficult to explain in writing. In the interest of
providing the best guidance, the images above were posted on the Accurate
Miniatures Website which is now sadly defunct. I am including it here for reference
purposes with a profound appreciation for the company and its ambitious goal of
providing some of the best kits of very desirable subjects. Semper fortis!

If the turret is inserted in the orientation shown and slowly rotated down while
applying gentle pressure towards the front of the aircraft, the turret base will
spread the fuselage and allow it to seat into place.
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