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When Lily’s Mum tells her that she wishes she could 
build a bridge between their two homes, Lily and her 
dog, Woof, swap stick hunts for bridge hunts and set 
off in search of a bridge to Australia. 

This is a charming and whimsical tale of a little girl, 
her furry best friend and a big imagination. Kiwis and 
Koalas is a beautifully illustrated story that will take 
you on a magical journey around Australia and New 
Zealand, stopping to sightsee along the way. 

About the author: 
SARAH MILNE lives by the sea in Christchurch with her 
three-year old daughter and chocolate lab. 
After learning to walk and talk in Melbourne, Sarah’s family 
moved back to New Zealand, where she spent her 
childhood and teen years growing up as a quintessential 
Kiwi. Her early twenties saw her set off on her OE, 
spending the next decade living (and dividing her heart) 
between Australia, England and New Zealand, moving back to Christchurch in 2016 to start her own family. 
During her pregnancy, Sarah contracted a virus which she was told could have devastating effects on her unborn 
baby. It was on this journey that she learnt of CMV, the most common cause of non-hereditary deafness and the 
leading viral cause of disability in newborn babies. Sarah’s baby tested negative for CMV at birth, but each year 
hundreds of babies are born with or develop cytomegalovirus-related disease in Australia and New Zealand, 
alone. 
A debut author, Sarah wrote Kiwis and Koalas out of a need to bring Australia and New Zealand together in a 
story, filling a huge gap on our shelves for the hundreds of thousands of families split between our two countries. 
It was also an incredible opportunity to subtly normalise differences, because every child deserves to see 
themselves in a picture book. 

Home is where the heart is, memories are what make us unique. Taking a peek into Lily’s world reminded me of 
how wonderful childhood can be, with a little imagination and without the constraints of time. 

Zac was born in Australia and we lived happily in Melbourne for close to 14 years before venturing back to New 
Zealand and settling in the South Island or Te Waipounamu, which my heart prefers. 

Reading to children will always be one of the greatest gifts of time you can bestow upon them, thank you for the 
magic Sarah and to you Laura for the wonderful illustrations. 

— Rebecca Gibney, Kiwi/Australian Actress 
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Synopsis: 
You think you know someone. You accept that because you are siblings, raised in the same house in the same 
town by the same parents, you share a common view of the world, live by an identical set of values. But what if 
you are wrong? 

In Sydney, 2017, in the laid-back suburb of Glebe, Lexi Madison is living her ideal life with her husband Conor. 
When her older sister Chrissy comes to stay, Lexi’s world starts to unravel as dark family secrets are revealed, 
and she learns how insidiously truth can be perverted, and that exposing those secrets can drive a person to the 
brink of murder. 

The Madison Gap is a mesmerising and ultimately explosive story of a woman’s awakening. In crisp, stirring 
prose, Patricia Donovan evokes the angst of family discordance and, as we follow Lexi’s search for 
understanding, captures exquisitely the disquiet and uncertainty that comes when dreams are challenged by 
reality. 

About the author: 
PATRICIA DONOVAN grew up in Christchurch, New Zealand and graduated from the 
University of Canterbury with a Master’s Degree (with honours) in English Literature. 
After graduation she worked in corporate communications in Australia and New 
Zealand and is the author of a best practice guide to the profession. She is a member 
of the New Zealand Society of Authors and the New Zealand Writers Guild, and The 
Madison Gap is her second novel.  

www.patriciadonovan.nz 
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Synopsis: 
Alyssa is a combat-trained sixteen-year-old from New 

Zealand. She’s courageous, ambitious, and highly skilled; 
she needs to be because she’s heading to New York. The 
city is populated by Marines, rebels, vigilantes, the wealthy 
elite and the hardworking lower class, entirely cut off from 
the rest of the world, imprisoned in self-sustaining anarchy. 
Alyssa can’t wait.  

But then, mere days after arriving, she’s kidnapped. Alyssa finds herself trapped amongst strangers who 
challenge everything she’s been taught, and she doesn’t know how to sift the fact from the fiction. What’s really 
going on in New York City? Who can she trust? 

She wants answers. 
But first she needs to survive. 

About the author: 
At six weeks old, Sarah Powell was tucked away under the desk in her mother’s medical practice. It’s no wonder 

that at the age of fourteen she figured she’d go to medical school. She relegated all the fanfictions she’d written 
in the wee hours of the morning and the grand ideas for a five-book YA series which had been created with friends 
around the lunch table to a child’s hobby. Adult life as Dr Powell awaited. 

But halfway through her third year of medical school, she realised she had made a mistake. She had to leave 
medical school. Her heart was in her writing and she had a book to finish.  

Three hard years, six drafts, and far more loneliness than she could have imagined later, it's finally done. She 
hopes that as people read it, she will have more opportunities for conversations that might inspire other books, à 
la those lunch table days. In the meantime she'll be hanging around Wellington, cooking French food, running on 
a treadmill, and dreaming of travel.  
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