
BRIAN BALLARD, RUA 
 
Long considered one of our finest painters, 
Brian Ballard is a rich colourist interested in 
the contrasting colours and textures found in 
simple subjects.  Painting directly on to the 
canvas with vigorous brushstrokes, he uses 
bold slashes of rich colour with fluid paint in 
which the bristles always leave a mark of 
their speed and pressure, and yet they are   
very much subject to a structural order, as well as a pictorial depth.   
The jewel-like colours and strong brushstrokes are his calling card, and 
while often imitated, he is never equalled. 
 
Brian prefers to work in the open air rather than in a studio and is 
often to be seen around Belfast with his orange VW van, capturing 
interesting aspects.  He also enjoys spending time in his retreat on the 
island of Inishfree, off the coast of Donegal, where he looks for, and 
finds, the beauty in the ordinary things in life - a jug of flowers, 
arrangements of books, bottles and bowls - often painting them 
several times in different lighting or from a different viewpoint.    
 
A graduate of the College of Art in Belfast, Brian also studied at the 
College of Art, Liverpool for a number of years.  Returning to his native 
city in 1966 he worked for the Arts Council of Northern Ireland for 
twenty years before leaving to concentrate on painting full time, a 
decision he never regretted. 
 
Brian is a senior member of Royal Ulster Academy of Arts (RUA).  His 
work is held in many significant public and private collections 
including: Ulster Museum, Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Great 
Southern Hotels, Allied Irish Bank, National Trust, Ulster Television, 
BELB, Royal Bank of Scotland, Conrad International Hotel, U2, and the 
Office of Public Works, Dublin.  In 2016 he was awarded the Senior 
Artist Prize by the Royal Hibernian Academy in Dublin. 
 



 
 

Coloured Roses, Oil on Canvas, 60 x 45 cms 



 
 

Evening, Cyprus Avenue, Oil on Canvas, 70 x 50 cms  
 



 
 

Blue Jug with Sunflowers, Oil on Canvas, 70 x 90 cms 
 

 
 

Figurine with Blue, Oil on Canvas, 50 x 70 cms 



 
 

Bottles with Book, Oil on Canvas, 46 x 61 cms 
 

 
 

Rocks in Shadow, Orlock, Oil on Canvas, 61 x 81 cms 



 
 

Lilies and Tulips, Oil on Canvas, 51 x 41 cms    



 
 

Irises against Sea, Oil on Canvas, 41 x 31 cms 



FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS 
 

EMERGING ARTISTS 2022 
 
GROUP SHOW 
 

7th Sept  to 1st Oct  
 
Each year, the ArtisAnn Gallery chooses 
(arguably) the cream of the crop of the new 
graduates for their first professional show, 
giving you a chance to pick up a work that 
may just turn out to be a masterpiece!  
 

 

TIME TO PROCESS 
  
A Joint Show by  
GAIL RITCHIE & JENNIFER TROUTON, RUA   
 

5 th - 29 th Oct 
 
ArtisAnnn Gallery is delighted to show work 
by two renowned artists from Queen Street 
Studios, who’s time-consuming, meticulous 
work will leave you in awe. 
 

 

ALL MY LIVES  
 
ROSIE MCGURRAN, RUA 
 

2ND -  26th November 
 
Rosie McGurran is one of Ireland’s most 
renowned painters. This show is a reflection 
of memory, gathering of events and an 
attempt to portray times past, present and 
future in the confines the canvas.  

 

Join our mailing list to keep up to date with other  
new shows and gallery events in the future: 
https://www.artisann.org/newsletter-1.html 

https://www.artisann.org/newsletter-1.html

