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Zenith – An early and very rare Mark I Ref. A386 El Primero Chronograph 

The Zenith El Primero Chronograph Vintage reference A386 was one 

the first automatic chronographs ever produced. 

Among collectors there are different point of view regarding who 

released the first automatic chronograph and recollecting 

informations from 50+ years ago is a true challenge. Furthermore, 

many things can be considered in the process like the years of the 

development, the announcement, the production span, the market 

release and which area to consider. 

It’s a fact that on January 1969, in Le Locle, after more than seven years 
of research and development, Zenith got quite a record introducing 
the El Primero’s Calibre 3019 PHC, the first automatic, high-frequency, 
chronograph movement.  

Which model housed this legend caliber first? The lowest production 
serial numbers can be found on the casebacks of the El Primero Ref. 
A386, making it the very first El Primero Chronograph. The present 
vintage A386 is an early Mark I example of the first production batch 
ever manifactured with <500 pieces estimated, and only few of them 
survived so far. 

Designed in a more traditional way, the stainless steel case differs 

from shape of the A384 and A385 brothers in the El Primero Trilogy 

and sits smoothly on the wrist. The rare ZJ endlinks match perfectly 

the shape curves and blend into the Gay Frerès ladder bracelet, 

surprisingly comfort on a daily wear. 

A true legend, the heart of this watch is El Primero 3019 PHC, beating 

36000 A/h. The chronograph function was designed to be integrated 

into the movement, instead of a sandwich module. 

One of the details we love the most is the iconic tri-colour dial, look at 

the three overlapping sub-registers. Not to mention the glypmse of 

red given by the chronograph’s seconds hand. 

Now accompanied with the Zenith Extract from the Archives, 

confirming the production of the present watch between May and 

August of 1969. 

 
Manifacturer - Zenith 

Year - 1969 

 

Movement – El Primero 3019 PHC, Automatic winding 

Model Name – El Primero Chronograph 

Reference – A386 

Material - Stainless steel case 

Bracelet/Strap - Stainless steel Gay Frères bracelet, “ZJ” endlinks 

Clasp/Buckle - Stainless steel Gay Frères clasp 

Dimensions - 38mm x 45mm 

Signed - Dial, Movement, Caseback, Crown and Bracelet 

 

CONDITION REPORT 

MOVEMENT: is running* at the time of cataloguing, and the 

chronograph working. 
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CASE: the stainless steel Mark I case is preserved in excellent condition. There are light signs of wear 

visible with the naked eye, such as fine scuffs and scratches . The case might have been polished. 

Damage on the edge of the case at 2 o’clock. Visible scratch on the down left front lug. Sign of wear 

on side of lugs. Original Zenith crown can be easily pulled out in order to set the time. The caseback 

shows deeper scratches and the serial number is clearly visible on it. The marked “4 69” Gay Frères 

stainless steel ladder bracelet with “ZJ” endlinks has been polished and remains in very nice 

condition. Glass presents minor scratches. 

DIAL: The Mk1 dial remains in great condition and features light white cream patina, free of any crack. Tritium 

has aged delicately on indexes and on chronograph ’s seconds hand. Signs of age on tachymeter 

scale and on “12 hours chronograph” and “subseconds” registers. Thin register hands match the Mk-

1 production. Hours and minutes main hands have been repainted. 

 
*Please note that the movement has not been tested for the accuracy of time and may need  a service at the buyer's expense. Vintage Watch Leader guarantees 1 month 
working of the movement and we do not guarantee the authenticity of any individual component parts since subsequent repairs a nd restoration work may have resulted 
in the replacement of original parts.  
 
 
 
The watch is sold in the condition it is in at the time of sale.  The online condition report is provided to assist you with assessing t he condition of the watch and is for 
guidance purposes only. The images of the watch also form part of the online condition report for the watch provided by Vintage Watch Leader. Any reference to condition 
in the online condition report does not amount to a full description of condition. The online condition report may make refer ence to particular imperfections of the watch 
but you should note that the watch may have other faults not expressly referred to in the online condition report of the watch or shown in the online images of the watch 
(for example, the online condition report may not specify mecha nical replacements or imperfections to the movement, case, dial, pendulum, separate base(s) or dome). 
Watches in water-resistant cases have been opened to examine movements but no warranties are made that the watches are currently water -resistant.  The online condition 
report may not refer to all faults, restoration, alteration or adaptation but rather the online condition report is a stateme nt of subjective, qualified opinion (for example, 
information regarding colour,  clar ity and weight of gemstones are st atements of opinion only and not statements of fact).  In addition, certain images of the watch provided 
online may not accurately reflect the actual condition of the watch (for example, the online images may represent colours and shades which are different to the watch’s  
actual colour and shades). For these reasons, the online condition report is not an alternative to taking your own profession al advice regarding the condition of the watch.  
NOTWITHSTANDING THIS ONLINE CONDITION REPORT OR ANY DISCUS SIONS CONCERNING A WATCH, ALL WATCHES ARE OFFERED AND SOLD "AS IS" IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE CONDITIONS OF SALE/BUSINESS APPLICABLE TO THE RESPECTIVE SALE.  


