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Looking for a scenic new hiking spot this long weekend? How about a trestle trip?

A historic trestle bridge spanning the Koksilah River in the Cowichan Valley has been reopened to the



public after a $7.2-million restoration saved it from demolition.

The 187-metre Kinsol Trestle, Canada's tallest timber trestle bridge, is now open to hikers, cyclists and
horseback riders looking for a recreational route through the valley north of Victoria on Vancouver
Island.

The 1920-vintage trestle connects the Village of Shawnigan Lake with the District of North Cowichan,
creating a link along the Trans Canada Trail.

The former railway trestle was so decrepit it was slated for demolition as recently as a few years ago.
Instead , funds from the federal, provincial and local governments were combined with other sponsors
(see tally below) to complete a 13-month preservation project.

Unsound timbers were replaced and the structure was reinforced, preserving its historic scale — 44
metres high by 188 metres long — and timber design.

"This project provided close to 60 jobs for Cowichan families," said Parksville-Qualicum MLA Ron
Cantelon in a B.C. government release Thursday. "By adding a multipurpose walkway to the structure,
this 90-year-old former railway has been transformed into a safe and visually stunning connection
along the Trans Canada Trail."

HOW IT WAS FUNDED

• $1.9 million in federal funding through the Building Canada Fund - Communities Component;

• $1.9 million in provincial funding through the Building Canada Fund - Communities Component;

• $1.6 million in provincial LocalMotion funding;

• $1 million from the Island Coastal Economic Trust;

• $600,000 from the Cowichan Valley Regional District;

• $250,000 from the Trans Canada Trail Foundation.
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QUICK FACTS

• More than 679 cubic metres (288,000 board feet) of new timber was used on the trestle, the majority
of it second growth B.C.-grown Douglas-fir and cypress.

• The last train crossed the crossed the trestle in 1979.

• The trestle was built in 1929 to link Victoria to Nootka Sound to transport timber.

— Source: B.C. Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure; Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural
Development; and Western Economic Diversification Canada
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