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REA VEST                     EP07              
This vest is knit in the round from the bottom up. It features a high low hem created using a series of short 
rows and a broken rib that adds the perfect finishing touch to this classic shape. To be worn with approx  
15 - 20 cm / 6 - 8" of positive ease. 
 

 

DESIGNED BY:    Shannon Charles  

 

SKILL LEVEL:                  Easy 

 

FINISHED MEASUREMENTS 
SIZES                              Small (Medium, Large) 

Bust                                103 (112, 122) cm / 40½ (44, 48)" 

Front length             56 (58, 61) cm / 22 (23, 24)" 

to shoulder   

Back length             66 (68.5, 71) cm / 26 (27, 28)" 

to shoulder    

Armhole depth             43 (44, 45.5) cm / 17 (17 ½, 18)" 

Neck opening               45.7 (45.5, 48) cm / 18 (18, 19 ½)"     

 

MATERIALS 
 5 (6, 7) skeins of ESTELLE CHUNKY  

50% acrylic, 40% wool, 10% nylon  

Approx 100 g and 125 m per skein 

Shown in colour: Q63337 Violet 

 Circular needles 6 mm / US 10, 100 cm / 40” 

long or size to obtain gauge 

 Circular needle 6 mm / US 10, 40 cm / 16" long 

or size to obtain gauge 

 2 stitch markers 

 Tapestry needle 

 Stitch holder, extra pair of circular needles, or 

waste yarn in a contrast colour 

 

GAUGE 
16½ sts and 22 rounds = 10 cm / 4” in Stockinette stitch, 

blocked. 

 

GLOSSARY  
 
BROKEN RIB  
Multiple of 4 sts.  
Round 1: *K2, p2; rep from * to end of round. 
Round 2:  P1, *k2, p2; rep from * to last 3 sts,  
k2, p1. 
Repeat rounds 1 and 2 to form pattern. 

 
WRAP AND TURN (W&T) 

1. Slip the next stitch purlwise. 
2. Bring the working yarn to the front. 
3. Return the slipped stitch to the left needle. 
4. Turn work. 

3 needle bind off   
1. Place both needles so they are pointing the 

same direction. 
2. Using a third needle as right-hand needle, insert 

point of right-hand needle through the first 
stitch of the piece in front and the first stitch of 
the piece in back, through the double thickness. 
Knit loosely together as if to one stitch. Repeat 
for next set of sts. 

3. On right-hand needle, pass the first stitch over 
the last to bind off. 
Repeat steps 2-3 until all sts are bound off. 

ABBREVIATIONS  
k — knit 

p — purl 

pm — place marker 

rep — repeat 

RS — right side 

sl — slip  

St(s) — stitch(es) 

wyif — with yarn in front  

wyib — with yarn in back 

WS —  wrong side 

W&T — wrap and turn 

* — repeat instructions following the single asterisks as 

directed 

 
Note: 
Instructions are given for the smallest size first. 
Changes for larger sizes are written in parentheses. 
Where there is only one figure, it applies to all sizes. 
All measurements given are approximate and are 
rounded off to the nearest 0.5 cm / ½ ". Always knit a 
large test swatch first to check gauge and tension. 
Adjust needle size to obtain gauge quoted if needed. 

 



REA VEST  
 

 

Page | 2  

 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Cast on 164 (176, 192) sts using preferred method, 
shown with tubular cast on. Place marker for beginning 
of round at centre back. Taking care not to twist, join 
for working in the round. 
 
BROKEN RIB HEM 
Repeat rounds 1 and 2 of broken rib until piece 
measures 10 cm / 4", ending with round 2.  
 
HIGH LOW HEM  
Next round: K82 (88, 96) sts, pm for centre front,  
k82 (88, 96) sts. 
 
Short Rows 
Row 1: K12, W&T, p12, sm, p12, W&T. 
Row 2: K to the next marker, sm, k to the wrapped st,  
k the st with its wrap, k4, W&T. 
Row 3: P to the next marker, sm, p to the wrapped st,  
p the st with its wrap, p4, W&T.  
Row 4: K to the next marker, sm, k to the wrapped st, k 
the st with its wrap, k4, W&T. 
Repeat rows 3 and 4 until there are 14 (15, 13) sts on 
both sides of the marker that are unwrapped, ending 
with row 3.  
 
Next round: K to the centre back marker, sm, k to the 
wrapped st, k the st with its wrap, k to the center front 
marker, remove marker, k to the wrapped st, k st with 
its wrap, k to the centre back marker at end of round.  

MAIN BODY 
 
Knit 55 (60, 65) rounds or until piece measures 25.5 (28, 
30.5) cm / 10 (11, 12)" from top of rib at centre front. 
 
ARMHOLE SEPERATION 
 
K41 (44, 48) sts, place next 82 (88, 96) sts on left needle 
on hold for front.  
82 (88, 96) sts now on needle. 
P41 (44, 48) sts, remove centre back marker, p41 (44, 
48) sts.  
 
BACK  
 
Now working back and forth in rows. 
Row 1 (RS): Knit. 
Row 2 (WS): Purl. 
Repeat rows 1 and 2, 16 times more or until piece 
measures 15 cm / 6” from the armhole separation, 
ending with row 2.  
 
Back neck shaping 
Next row: K38 (41, 45) sts, cast off 6 sts, k38 (41, 45) 
sts. Place back right shoulder sts on hold. 
 
Back left shoulder 
Row 1 (WS): Purl.  
Row 2 (RS): Cast off 3 sts, k to the end of the row. 
Repeat rows 1 and 2, 3 (3, 4) times more, ending with 
row 1 WS. 26 (29, 30) sts remain.  
Note: For size Medium and Large only, knit (2, 4) 
additional rows without further decreases ending with 
row 1 WS.  
Place back left shoulder sts on hold, break yarn. 
 
Back right shoulder 
Return back right shoulder sts to needle. 
With WS facing, join yarn at neck edge. 
Row 1 (WS): Cast off 3 sts, purl to the end of the row. 
Row 2 (RS): Knit. 
Repeat rows 1 and 2, 3 (3, 4) times more, ending with 
row 1 WS. 26 (29, 30) sts remain. 
Note: For size Medium and Large only, knit (2, 4) 
additional rows without further decreases ending with 
row 1 WS.  
Place back right shoulder sts on hold, break yarn. 
 
FRONT  
 
Return 82 (88, 96) sts that were placed on hold to 
needle and join yarn with RS facing. 
Row 1 (RS): Knit. 
Row 2 (WS): Purl. 
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Repeat rows 1 and 2, 12 times more or until piece 
measures 12.5 cm / 5" from the armhole separation, 
ending with row 2. 
 
Front neck shaping 
Next row: K38 (41, 45) sts, cast off 6 sts, k38 (41, 45) 
sts. Place front left shoulder sts on hold. 
 
Front right shoulder 
Row 1 (WS): Purl. 
Row 2 (RS): Cast off 3 sts, knit to the end of the row. 
Repeat rows 1 and 2, 3 (3, 4) times more, ending with 
row 1 WS. 26 (29, 30) sts remain.  
Knit 8 (10, 12) more rows without further decreases 
ending with row 1 WS.  
Place front right shoulder sts on hold, break yarn. 
 
Front left shoulder 
Return front left shoulder sts to needle and with WS 
facing, join yarn at neck edge. 
Row 1 (WS): Cast off 3 sts, purl to the end of the row. 
Row 2 (RS): Knit 
Repeat rows 1 and 2, 3 (3, 4) times more, ending with 
row 1 WS. 26 (29, 30) sts remain.  
Knit 8 (10, 12) more rows without further decreases 
ending with row 1 WS, break yarn.  
 
Return to spare needle both sets of the back shoulder 
stitches that were placed on hold. Together with the 
shoulder stitches of front and WS facing, join yarn and 
work a 3 needle bind off to join shoulders. 
  
COLLAR 
 
With shorter circular needle, join yarn at shoulder seam 
and pick up 84 (88, 92) sts evenly around the neck. 
Work rounds 1 and 2 of broken rib until collar measures 
10 cm / 4".  
Cast off loosely in pattern using method of choice, 
shown with tubular cast off. 
 
 
 
 
 

ARMHOLE BORDER 
 
With shorter circular needles, join yarn at underarm and 
pick up 72 (76, 80) sts evenly around the armhole. 
Work rounds 1 and 2 of broken rib twice. 
Cast off loosely in pattern using method of choice, 
shown with tubular cast off. 
Repeat for other armhole. 
 
FINISHING 
Block to finish, weave in ends. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a free pattern. For more free patterns visit www.estelleyarns.com  
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this pattern, however we cannot be responsible for variance of individual knitters, human, or typographical errors. 

©Estelle Designs and Sales Ltd. 2017 - CA10534 
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