
 

 

Ficus Retusa – Tiger Bark Ficus – Cuban Laurel 

General Information: 

Ficus Retusa is known by a couple of different names.  It is also called Cuban Laurel and Tiger Bark Ficus.  It is 

commonly called Tiger Bark Ficus because of the stripes on the bark.  Tiger Bark Ficus is a common bonsai variety 

that thrives as an indoor bonsai, but can be an outside bonsai in USDA hardiness zones 10B and 11. 

Watering: 

Water the Tiger Bark Ficus enough to keep the soil evenly moist, but not wet, during the spring and summer.  

Reduce watering in the fall and winter.  A good rule of thumb is: water only when the soil becomes slightly dry to 

prevent over-saturation.  Oversaturation will promote root rot. 

Light: 

Tiger Bark Ficus needs a location that receives full to partial sunlight with a temperature above 55 degrees. Keep 

the tree free from drafts and areas with temperature fluctuations. Move the tree to a partially shaded area if the 

foliage appears dried.  Bring the tree indoors when the temperature falls below 55 degrees. 

Fertilize: 

 Apply a houseplant fertilizer at half strength every two weeks during the summer months to keep the plant 

healthy.  Try and avoid getting the fertilizer on the leaves to prevent burning them. Only fertilize the Tiger Bark 

Ficus during the winter months when it appears weak or pale. 

Pruning: 

Prune during the winter months when the tree isn't actively growing to reduce plant stress. Clip off up to four leaves 

at a time once at least 10 have grown on the branch.  

Re-potting: 

Repot the Ficus retusa every two years and refresh the growing medium. Roots may be pruned by one third.  

 

Pests: 

Scale and thrips can be a problem to the Tiger Bark Ficus.  Scale are hard-shelled insects that chew on the stem and 

leaves.  Spray insecticide is ineffective on scale due to their hard outer shell. A systemic insecticide may be used, or 

hand-pick off the scale and dispose of them in a sealed bag.  Thrips chew on the leaves and can cause defoliation. 



Isolate an infected plant and apply neem oil to the leaves and soil to control the problem.  Neem oil comes from the 

Neem tree which has natural defenses against insects and has no known pests. 


