
 

 

Chinese Sweet Plum - Sageretia Theezan 

General Information:   

The Chinese Sweet Plum is a very popular tree for indoor bonsai.  It is a bonsai with a very pleasing visual 

appearance and has a long history in bonsai.  The Sweet Plum is a tropical evergreen with naturally small 

leaves that can reduce in size easily.  The green leaves are lightly veined, and the new growth is bronze in 

color.  The branches are stiff and back bud easily when trimmed.  The Sweet Plum’s bark sheds and the 

trunk becomes multi-colored as it ages.  The Sweet Plum may have white flowers in spring and small dark 

fruits during the summer and into autumn if allowed to grow, but less it the tree is trimmed this time of 

year. 

Lighting:  

The Sweet Plum thrives in full morning sun and shade late afternoon and evening.  The Sweet Plum can 

take full sun all day but will require more frequent waterings.  Leaf burn may occur when moving a Sweet 

Plum from shade to full sun. 

Temperature:  

The Sweet Plum is a subtropical tree and when kept indoors will need a cool period and a period of 

reduced light in the winter. The tree should be held around mid- fifties to sixty degrees for a period of six 

to eight weeks during the winter months.  Once the low temperatures are consistently over fifty five 

degrees, the tree may be moved outside.  In warmer climes, the Sweet Plum can be grown outdoors all year 

round. The Sweet Plum will lose leaves if temperatures drop below fifty five degrees.  It will lose minor 

branches if the temperature dips below thirty.  Below thirty degrees the tree can experience major 

dieback, but may recover.  Outdoor growing is safest in Zone 8 or higher. 

Watering:  

The Sweet Plum likes slightly moist soil.  The Sweet Plum will die if allowed to dry out completely.  

Wilting can be recovered by healthy tree.  Check moisture level every day. 

Feeding:  

Feed every 2 weeks in spring/summertime with Miracid.  Slow feeding to once monthly in late 

autumn/winter. Alter feeding schedule to current light levels not temperature. 



Pruning and wiring:  

Usually only trained via the clip and growth method. The angular branch growth and bountiful back 

budding make shaping the Sweet Plum easy.  Weekly pinching of new growth is required to maintain the 

trees form.  

Repotting:  

Repot when the tree is fully root bound.  Root pruning should exceed 30% of its root mass.  Soil mixture 

must reflect moisture requirements 

Pests and diseases:  

Mealy bugs - may hide underneath the shedding bark.  Spider mites – If there is a  lack of air circulation 

indoors.  Fungus gnats can be a problem indoors because of  the constantly moist soil.  For all these pests 

you can treat with Pyrethrin.  Treat with Pyrethrin and treat again three days later.   Mealy bugs under the 

bark may require manual removal.  Tweezers help to remove the pest without disturbing the trees bark as 

much. 


