
 

 

Buttonwood - Conocarpus erectus 

An evergreen shrub or tree growing in mangrove forests of tropical America and western Africa.  Buttonwoods are 

one of the most popular collected trees in Florida for bonsai.  They are valued  for their age and look of character.   

The hard wood of Buttonwoods is perfect for Jin and Shari techniques.  The Buttonwood has alternate leathery 

looking leaves.  

Temperatures:  The Buttonwood likes warm temperatures.  Safeguard from frost, it may not kill the Buttonwood, but 

it will burn the leaves and there may be some residual damage such and dead branches.  If you have a small 

Buttonwood bonsai, bring it indoors when cold nights even threaten.  If you have a large bonsai, cover them for 

protection.  Even a cool night of 50 degrees can cause a Buttonwood bonsai to wilt, although it rarely causes 

damage. 

Watering:  Buttonwoods like water. Water with warmer water in winter, water straight from the tap may be too 

cold.  A helpful tip for non -tropical environments is the use of a propagation mat to keep the Buttonwood’s roots 

warm. 

Sun Exposure:   Full to partial sun.  Buttonwood bonsai care indoors can be s bit trickier. When grown in low light 

buttonwood is highly susceptible to scale insects, mealybugs, mites, lengthening of space on stems between leaves 

and large leaves.  If these problems exist, move the tree into high artificial light.  

Soil Preference:   Buttonwoods like water, however, when planted in heavy soil, fungus and or root rot can become 

an issue.  A coarse and fast draining soil is best. 

Fertilizer:  Water soluble fertilizers such as  Miracle Gro, or a balanced granular fertilizer such as 10-10-10 ratio 

works well also.  Best time to fertilize is in early spring,  and again in mid fall.   

Pests:   Mites, scale, aphids or mealy bugs are the most common pests.  If these are present, the tree most likely needs 

more sun and, or better air circulation. 

Styling:  Clip and grow, and wiring.  The timing of root pruning , is one of the most important parts of Buttonwood 

bonsai care.  Buttonwood roots are often brittle at the point where they connect to the trunk, and can break away 

easily. Never comb out  buttonwood roots!  Instead, lightly hose off the old soil. Timing is very important. The best 

time to repot and root prune is during the season of warmest nights. But, don’t wait too long. Allow enough recovery 

time for the tree to establish new roots before any cool spells.  In a more tropical climate like the Caribbean, timing 

the root pruning is not such a problem, but outside of tropical regions, timing of root pruningis a serious 

consideration. 


