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A Note From Jen
The Mystery Word of the Week (MWotW) is a strategy I have created to 

encourage students to discuss words, their meanings, and share their reasoning. My 
secret: don’t tell them if they are correct. Instead, tell them to record their thinking 
and prove their reasoning.  When the word is unveiled on Friday, you may hear, “I was 
right!  I knew pedestrian was a noun, begins with p, and means a person walking!” Keep 
a few dictionaries (or dictionary apps) available for students. Talk about the multiple 
meanings of words, even though this packet refers to one meaning. 

The Mystery Word of the Week can be an interactive bulletin board, part of 
morning meeting, led by a student volunteer, or be modified to fit the needs of your 
individual classroom.  Some years, I combined 2 & 3 all year to do our MWotW (Mystery 
Word of the Week) in 4 days.  Feel free to skip words, and use them in the order you 
prefer. This bundle includes 90 weeks, so you can have 2 years without repeating 
words. This is a small, fun, and powerful routine to boost vocabulary.

I appreciate your questions, feedback, suggestions, and support  I hope your 
class enjoys the MWotW as much as we do! If you have suggestions, please pass them 
along at hellomrssykes@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing your success story!

Happy 
Teaching!

This file is for single classroom use (or single location use, so you can 
post it in the hallway of your school and other classes can join in the 
fun!) Do not share this file online in any way, even on class websites, 
sharing sites, etc. Violations are prosecuted under the Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act, even though it is a time-consuming pain in the rear for all 
involved. To purchase additional sharing licenses, please visit my store. 

mailto:hellomrssykes@gmail.com
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Teacher Directions
*  Day 1 (2-4 minutes): Introduce the first clue for the week.  This clue 
includes the first letter, shows how many letters are in the word, and 
tells the part of speech. Student can record the clues in their word 
study notebook. 

*  Days 2-4 (2-4 minutes): Introduce a new word clue each day.  
Usually, clue 2 is synonyms, clue 3 is antonyms or alternate meanings, 
and clue 4 is using the word in a sentence.

*  Day 5 (10-15 minutes):  Clue 5 includes:  the Mystery Word, the 
definition, and a context sentence. 

An interactive foldable is 
included.  Run front to 
back, cut, fold, paste, and 
learn.  After 3-4 weeks, 
encourage your students 
to create their own 
foldable using a plain 
index card or scrap 
paper.
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Student Directions:
Use the clues to solve the Mystery Word. The clues follow the 

same pattern for each word. Remember, to use your resources to 
help you solve the Mystery Word!

Clue # Symbol The Clues

1 First letter, Part of speech, # of letters

2 Synonyms

3 Antonyms

4 Context Sentence

5 Depends 
on Word

Definition, Word, Context Sentence

Enjoy!!
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Clue 1 - Introduction

s __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ r
The Mystery Word is an eleven 

letter adjective that begins with 
“s” and ends with “r.” This word is 
used to describe something very 
impressive or dramatic.
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Clue 2 – Synonyms 

The Mystery Word 
is similar to striking, 
wonderful, and 
amazing.
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Clue 3 – Antonyms 

The Mystery Word 
is not similar to 
normal, ordinary, or
regular.



Clue 4 – Context Sentence

The Mystery Word makes sense in 
this sentence:

We saw a __________

production of The 
Lion King while we 
were on vacation.
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Clue 5 – The Mystery Word!

The Mystery Word is   
spectacular.
Spectacular (adjective) wonderful, impressive

We enjoyed the 
spectacular fireworks 
display at the town 
celebration.
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Clue 1 - Introduction

l __ __ __ __ __ __ __

The Mystery Word is an 
eight letter adjective that 
begins with “l.” This word 
describes something that is 
glowing or reflecting light.
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Clue 2 – Synonyms 

The Mystery Word 
is similar to bright, 
radiant, and lustrous.
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Clue 3 – Antonyms 

The Mystery Word 
is not similar to dull 
or lackluster.



Clue 4 – Context Sentence

The Mystery Word makes sense in 
this sentence:

The campers moved 
swiftly through the 
darkness, guided by the 
___________ glow of their 
lanterns.
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Clue 5 – The Mystery Word!

The Mystery Word is   
luminous.
Luminous (adjective) glowing or reflecting 
light; radiant

The luminous full moon 
was clearly reflected in 
the water.
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