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On the cover:   
Frank Gifford gives us an article in this issue about the 
car that has come to symbolize Route 66 and even the 
era of the 1950s—the 1957 Chevy. It’s become so  
popular, reasonably clean examples start at around 
$100,000.00.  

Frank discusses the fin fad of the fifties and 
how it affected most makes. Many consider the car on 
the cover to be the pinnacle of the craze. It’s a 1959 
Dodge D-500 Custom Royal Super. Of course a model 
that had so much stuff stuck all over it would have to 
have just as ostentatious a name. Dodge Dart just 
wouldn’t do. 
Wikipedia 

®

DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
By David Knudson, Executive Director 

I have been working with The Road Ahead 
Partnership to put together a toolkit that will 
give Route 66 midsized communities the tools 

to make the most of their location on 66. So Mark 
Potter’s article on the preservation and promotion 
efforts of Lebanon, MO is very apropos. 
            Speaking of apropos, Frank Gifford’s piece 
on the 1950s auto industry really was close to 
home, literally. I grew up in the Detroit area  
during those heady days and, in fact, spent two 
Christmas months while in highschool (1956 & 
57) driving Imperials and Valiants off the Chrysler 
assembly line. Without exaggeration, the cars 
were junk. They came out with numerous parts 
missing. In fact many weren’t even driveable. As a 
result, I knew at the time, the industry was 
doomed. Call it unpatriotic, but I have never 
bought an American car, as a result. 
            Kip Welborn gives us another important 
piece—”Composing the Route 66 Suite”. 
Whether or not you are a classical music fan, I 
urge you to read this. If you do, I think you will 
agree that this will be significant. The composer is 
no amateur and knows what he is doing. His 
Lincoln Highway Suite definitely has the feel of 
Aaron Copeland’s Appalachian Suite and Ferde 
Grofe’s Grand Canyon Suite. I suggest you 
Google “Lincoln Highway Suite” and give it a 
 listen. I am by no means a big classical music fan, 
but I do appreciate these suites.  
            Those of you who are concerned about 
the cost of your printer’s ink and get after me for 
turning out magazines with considerably more 
than 40 pages, Rejoice! This issue has  
considerably less. ✍ 
 
This quarter’s donations to the Federation 
            Our heartfelt thank you to the following 
members who donated dollars to the Federation in 
the last quarter.  
$10-$49  
- Stephen Stepanek  
$100-$149 
- In memory of Marshall Wilcoxin 



BOOK 
CONCIERGE 

SERVICE

123 N. Springfield St. 
Route 66 Blue Carpet Corridor 
Virden, IL 62690 
217-965-3641 
slyfox@ royell.org 
www.slyfoxbookstore.com  
Tuesday-Friday 10-5, Saturday 10-3, 
Closed Sunday and M onday 

Support Route 66 businesses.

…because you’ll really appreciate our complimentary   
BBooookk  CCoonncciieerrggee  service––just call us and we’ll give you 
book recommendations based on your interests. Your choice 
will be waiting for you when you arrive and….  

…because we have a huge selection of titles for all ages 
to choose from and…. 

…because if you’re exploring the Mother Road, we can 
suggest interesting sites in the area.

Why stop by the  
Sly Fox Book Store  

as you motor West?
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ROUTE 66 TOURIST 
CAVERNS  PART TWO 
Story by David Knudson. Images provided by 
the author.                                                                  

DAYS AND 
TIMES MAY 

VARY, SO WE 
SUGGEST YOU 

CHECK 
BEFORE YOU 

GO.

In Part One of this series on tourist caves, 
I explained how my mother and dad and I 
would take off from our home in Michigan 

each summer on a road trip. This was dad’s 
two week vacation. We’d pack up the 
car and leave shortly after sunrise for 
my grandparents’ home in a farm town 
in Iowa.  

After spending three to five days 
there, we’d set out for a motoring 
adventure across either Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, the Midwest,                         
North, East or South. The West was 
just too far for the few travel days we 
had.  

That was shortly after WWII 
when nearly everyone celebrated by 
buying a new car and they wanted to 
enjoy it.  

Some of the following caverns 
aren’t directly on Route 66 but the 
Mother Road serves as a gateway to 
them. 
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LAVA RIVER CAVE (3)  
About 14 miles north of Flagstaff on 
paved highways and graveled Forest 
Roads in Coconino National Forest.   

Lava River Cave is quite different than 
the first two caverns I’ve covered 
here—Mitchell and Grand Canyon. 

This cave is considerably smaller, it has no 
tours, no food, no place to stay and it’s free. 
It’s not a commercial enterprise and is always 
open. So you can go there anytime, although 
there are definitely recommended times. 

The cave was discovered by lumbermen 
in 1915 and was originally referred to as 
"Government Cave" because of its location on 
the eastern edge of Government Prairie and 
southeast of Government Peak.  

Also, unlike the first two caverns, it is 
essentially a tunnel; a mile-long lava tube 
cave which was formed, according to  
geologists, 650 - 700,000 years ago by molten 
rock that erupted and sent a flow (river) from 
a volcanic vent in Hart Prairie, a few miles 
away. The top, sides and bottom of the flow 
cooled and solidified first, after which the 
insides of the lava river continued to flow  
creating the present smooth-walled cave.  

This smooth surface can actually be 
hazardous, because the difference in  
temperature between the cool subterranean 
cave and the hot temperatures above causes 
condensation making the walls and floors 
very slick.  

Instead of stalactites and stalagmites 
that exist in the first two caverns, there are 
“lavascicles” and “splashdowns” of liquid rock 
that froze in motion.   
You will really be a spelunker here more 
than a casual tourist.  

So bring warm clothes, sturdy shoes 
and at least two light sources with back up 
batteries—preferably a headlamp, and a 
flashlight. Depending on where you are in  
the cave, you could be a mile from any  

outside light.  
It can get as cool as 35° down there 

even in summer, and you may even find some  
ice inside.  

The cave can be a bit treacherous 
because the cave floor is covered with rocks 
which are sharp and slippery.  

Height can range from 30 feet to only 2 
to 3 feet, although the latter is only at a side 
passage that rejoins the main tunnel.  

The cave has only one entrance and 
one main passageway, so it is impossible to 
get lost.   
For most, summer is the best time to visit.  

Though the cave is open year-round, 
FR 245 and/or FR171 are often closed other 
seasons due to muddy and/or snowy  
conditions. It is approximately a four-mile 
one-way trip to hike or ski to the cave across 
country from US 180.  
 Lava River Cave isn’t the only or even 
the largest lava river cave in the world, 
though it stretches for around a mile through 
solid rock. But one unusual feature that  
continues to fascinate visitors and geologists 
alike is the “Y-intersection” deep within the 
tunnel, at which two massive tubes combine 
into one, creating a unique Y-shape out of 
three identical tubes. This causes a mirror 
effect that can sometimes be a bit  
disorienting.  

The Forest Service reports portions of 
the cave which were once defaced by graffiti 
have been cleaned up. They say, it seems 
today's more environmentally - aware visitors 
take better care of such a unique resource 
and report vandals when they see them. 
 
There is no Visitors Center but for  
general information, call:  
Flagstaff Ranger District   
928-526-0866 
1824 S. Thompson St. 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
Office: (928) 527-3600 / M-F 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Fax: (928) 527-3620 
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Entrance to the Lava River Cave. Are you ready to be a spelunker?
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APACHE DEATH CAVE (4)  
Old Route 66 - 40 miles from Flagstaff, 
AZ and 23 miles from Winslow  

Writing anything factual about the 
Apache Death Cave is a challenge. 
It’s not that information is hard to 

come by, far from it. But, it’s that so much 
has been written and so much of that is  
conflicting—some absolutely nonsensical. 
Maybe it is all part of the Indian curse which 
is said to have been put on the cave. 

Before saying anything more, I want to 
make the most important point of this piece. 
Do not go into the cave! It is very treacherous. 

So, why would I add it to this article on 
tourist caves if you can’t see it? Because it 
once was a very popular tourist attraction 
and there are remnants above ground of its 
glory days.  
How did it get its menacing moniker? 

It has been reported that the largest 
population of Navajo, Apache and Hopi tribes 
in the area of Canyon Diablo and Two Guns 
was between 1050 and 1300 A.D.. This  
determination is the result of the carbon 
method dating system used on pottery shards 
that were recovered in the area.  

The tribes were regularly at war for 
centuries—particularly the Navajo and 
Apache. 

One battle took place on this land in 
1878, when a group of Apache raiders 
attacked a Navajo encampment near the 
Little Colorado River killing nearly every 
Navajo man, woman, and child. When the 
Apache finished looting the encampment, 
only three girls remained and they were 
taken prisoner. 

When the Navajo leaders got word of 
the attack, they sent out 25 men to track 
down the Apache raiders and avenge the 
strike. However their efforts failed and the 
trails disappeared into the river and  
volcanic cinder.  

Then word came that another nearby 
Navajo encampment had been raided, which 
meant that the Apache were still in the area. 
Scouts were deployed again, two of which 
were sent to investigate Canyon Diablo. The 
scouts had found nothing until they felt hot 
air coming through a fissure from somewhere 
underground. Looking down through it, they 
could see that the hot air was coming from an 
Apache campfire in a cave beneath them. The 
cave was large enough to hold both the 
Apache raiding party and their horses.  
The scouts returned with news of their 
discovery, and the Navajo came back 
with a vengeance. 

 After they killed two unsuspecting 
guards, they gathered sagebrush and  
driftwood and started a fire at the cave’s 
entrance.  

Now aware of the attack as smoke  
billowed into their hideaway, the Apache slit 
the throats of their horses and used the  
horses’ blood and what was left of their water 
to try to put out the flames. 

A lone Apache man escaped through 
the fiery barrier and begged the Navajo for 
mercy. (The Navajo tradition was a payment 
of goods and stock in exchange for forgiveness.) 
The Navajo agreed, and it seemed that the 
Apaches’ lives would be spared. 

However, when the Navajo asked about 
the three girls that they had taken prisoner, 
the Apache spokesman hesitated, which  
confirmed the Navajo’s worst fears; the girls 
had already been killed. 

Enraged, the Navajos threw more fuel 
on the fire they’d started in the cave 
entrance. Toward the end, the men above 
could hear the last survivors choking out 
their death chants. 

Once the embers faded and the rocks 
cooled, several Navajos entered the cave to 
recover their stolen possessions and  
witnessed the horrific aftermath. All 42 
Apaches and their horses had succumbed to 
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the fire. The cave, intended as a refuge, had 
become a grave. 

Billy the Kid seems to have been 
everywhere on Route 66. Or though legends 
assert. One of these legends says that during 
the winter of 1879-80, he and his outlaw gang 
showed up here waiting for a train to rob. 
Supposedly, they holed up in the ruins of a 
stone house on the west rim of Canyon 
Diablo, directly across from Two Guns. 
However, I couldn’t find any documentation 
of a robbery. 

Apparently Billy was not involved in 
the area’s most infamous train robbery. In 
1889, four renegades from the Hashknife 
Ranch immortalized in Zane Grey novels, 
robbed a train at Canyon Diablo. They fled on 
horseback supposedly with $100,000 —2,500 
new silver dollars, $40,000 in gold coins,  
silver watches, jewelry, and diamonds. 
Sheriff Buckey O’Neill and his posse caught 
up with them and apprehended them. But, 
only $100 in cash was recovered. Years later, 
after their release from prison, one thief 
informed a sheriff that the stolen goods, 
along with their rifles, were buried  
somewhere along the canyon’s rim near Two 
Guns. No other information was disclosed, 
and to this day, the area remains a popular 
destination for treasure hunters.  
The first settler at Two Guns is said to 
be Ed Randolph, who built a store next 
to the death cave. 

In 1922, Earle Cundiff, a WWI army 
veteran and his wife Louise purchased 320 
acres of land at this location from Randolph 
for $1,000, and built a trading post and 
restaurant where the Old Trails Highway 
crossed the Little Colorado River. Before 
long, their operation expanded to include a 
gas station and rental cottages.  

The Cundiffs leased some of their land 
for ten years to a Henry “Indian” Miller, a 
man who falsely claimed to be an Apache 
chief by the name of Chief Crazy Thunder but 

turned out to be little more than a carney con.  
Miller hired Hopi workers to build 

false stone ruins just above the Death Cave, 
which he turned into a tourist trap called 
“Mystery Cave”. He even sold what he 
claimed to be the skulls and bones of the dead 
Apaches as souvenirs. 

He also had the Hopis build a long 
stone structure he named Fort Two Guns 
that comprised a zoo, gift shop, and living 
quarters. Miller's zoo contained bobcats, 
snakes, porcupines, a gila monster and  
mountain lions. The animals must have 
sensed his integrity because he was attacked 
on three separate occasions by his mountain 
lion, lynx, and gila monster. From the latter, 
he developed a nasty infection in his arm that 
took six months to heal nearly costing him 
his arm.  
For a fee, people were led on a tour of 
his charade which began at a “Hopi 
House” Miller had built. To add  
authenticity and profit, colored Piki 
bread was baked over a stone and sold.  

The hapless souls then followed a 
paved path down the side of the canyon to a 
stand that sold soft drinks at the bottom to 
quench their thirst.  

Next was a tour of the Death Cave, 
where Miller had installed electric lights and 
added fake ruins of cliff dwellings. 

Flamboyant signs were placed along 
the highway blaring his newly named  
establishment "Fort Two Guns". The name 
paid homage to silent movie actor William S. 
"Two Guns" Hart, with whom Miller claimed 
to have previously worked. 

In 1924, the Cundiffs applied for a post 
office under the name "Two Guns", but it was 
refused and named "Canyon Lodge" instead. 

In 1925, a man named "Rimmy" Jim 
Giddings opened a gas station and cafe called 
Rimmy Jim's at Two Guns . He was said to 
have had a number of “nieces” who were 
always willing to keep him warm in  

Continued on next page...
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the wintertime. The place burned down in 
1969. 

In 1926, the highway designation was 
changed to U.S. Route 66. That same year, 
Cundiff and Miller had a disagreement about 
the details of their lease, and Miller shot and 
killed the unarmed Cundiff. Oddly, he was 
later acquitted of the killing.  
In 1929, Miller's store was gutted by fire, 
then shortly after, Louise Cundiff built 
her own tourist store. The following 
year, Miller fled the state, heavily in debt.  

In 1934, Cundiff remarried and opened 
the Two Guns Texaco service station along a 
new alignment of Route 66. Behind it they 
relocated the zoo which closed prior to 1950. 

In 1938, a new bridge across Canyon 
Diablo was built, and Route 66 began  
following Interstate 40 by Two Guns. 

In 1960, a gentleman named Ben 
Dreher bought the property and revitalized it 
adding a new motel, restaurant, gift shop, 
tavern, and service station. In keeping with 
the town's tradition, he also had a new zoo 
built and visitors could take guided tours 
through the ruins of the town's older sections 
and the remains of Cundiff’s and Miller’s 
buildings. 

In 1963, a more modern service station 
was built at Two Guns, and in the late 1960s 
a motel, tavern, reptile exhibit, and yet 
another zoo were added. Later, a Shell  
service station was built and a KOA  
campground opened. 

In 1971, the 9 year old service station 
burned down. 

Meanwhile, everything was going quite 
well for Ben Dreher. It seemed he was 
immune to the curse of Two Guns. But, just 
as the Two Guns exit on I-40 was completed, 
a huge fire destroyed the entire town. 

In 1992 entrepreneur Howard 
Armstrong purchased the land, intending to 
restore it to the tourist attraction it had once 
been. Unfortunately, his plans never came to 

fruition, because in 1995, he died of a stroke. 
Jimmy Solinger, the last caretaker of 

Two Guns lived in a trailer on site. He was 
known to be very strict about keeping  
trespassers out. Considering the rampant 
vandalism of the abandoned campground 
next door, he couldn’t have been blamed. But, 
he committed suicide in 2000, another 
tragedy to add to the town's cursed history.  
For a while, there were rumors that 
Oscar winner Russell Crowe bought Two 
Guns in 2011 with the intention of  
filming a movie there, but it seems that 
may have been another unfounded 
rumor. 

The Two Guns/Apache Death Cave 
area is definitely one of those places to check 
out before there is nothing left to check. You 
can see in the photos how some of the lower 
beings in our society have destroyed so much. 
Vandalism is like cancer which will spread if 
left alone because when vandals see graffiti 
and destruction, it’s their invitation to jump 
in and pile on. (see Frank Gifford’s important 
article regarding this scourge. Fed News 
Spring 2019.) ✍  
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“Fin” Means “End” In Latin.  
Story by Frank Gifford of www.rt66pix.com. 
Photos by the author. © Copyright Frank Gifford. 
 

Route 66 has its own monument. Made 
from steel, it's on the Mother Road in 
front of the Convention Center in 

Tucumcari, New Mexico. 
This is sculptor Tom Coffin's  

interpretation of a Chrysler Corporation 
fin...perhaps a 1958 DeSoto. GM and Ford 
never had a design like this. 

You rarely see late 50s Chrysler products 
(Plymouth, Dodge, DeSoto, Chrysler and 
Imperial) at Route 66 car shows. They sold just 

fine, except for Imperial, but they were hastily-
engineered rust-buckets. The since-closed  
Walter P. Chrysler Museum outside Detroit  
tacitly admitted this on an overhead sign oddly 
illustrated with a 56 DeSoto. Problems started 
with the all-new 1957 models.   
"Some sacrifice" indeed!  

The 57s were a rush job and hadn't been 
properly engineered. Other accounts have 
these cars intended for 1959 or even 1960! 

When sales soared, quality control 
plunged with assembly lines and suppliers  
running flat out. The company paid a price—
and buyers paid even more. There was plenty 
of "sacrifice" to go around: 

Tucumcari’s “Route 66 Monument” was sculpted by artist Tom Coffin who was commissioned by the city of Tucumcari,  
the New Mexico Highway Department, and the New Mexico Arts Commission. 

Continued on next page...
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"The 1957s started to rust within several 
months of being built—all models, Plymouth 
to Chrysler.  

They leaked water on both sides of the 
windshield posts on all models. Torsion bars 
broke leaving cars looking like fallen over 
Towers of Pisa. Upholstery split, seams tore, 
seat springs popped through, paint flaked off in 
huge chunks, hubcaps wouldn't stay on, rear 
view mirrors vibrated, door handles broke with 
ease, locks froze easily, and interior appliances 
fell off." Curtis Redgap, Insider's History of 
Plymouth. 

This was an extremely short-sighted 
decision, and a tipping point in American  
business. Up until then, Chrysler had been 
known for solid engineering and boring styling. 
But suddenly the sizzle became more  
important than the steak. A 1954 luxury car, 
the Chrysler New Yorker Deluxe, is at left, while 
the entry-level Plymouth's top model, the Fury, 
is from 1957. 

Fins didn't last, but Chrysler's newly-
found reputation for problems did. Warranties 
were only 90 days/4000 miles back then—but 
all the claims helped push "Crisis Corporation" 
deep into the red for 1958. 

"The biggest problem is that (the 57 
Plymouths) were the worst cars Chrysler ever 
made. Quality was terrible so every car they 
sold made an enemy instead of a friend." Dave 
Holls, "Collectible Automobile".  
Chrysler entered the 1950s with 23% market 
share, behind only GM, and left it in free-fall, 
plunging below 10% by 1962.  

The pattern has continued since then 
with wild boom-and-bust cycles, near-death 
experiences, taxpayer-supporter bailouts, and 
multiple foreign owners. Lots of forgettable-or-
worse vehicles too: Aspen, Volare, Acclaim, 
Breeze, Dart, Omni, Horizon, Avenger, Dakota, 
St. Regis, Sebring, Intrepid.(Intrepid?)  

Plymouth, #3 in 1957 behind Ford and 
Chevy, is gone now, along with Imperial. And  

Overhead sign at the Chrysler Museum.
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we can't forget DeSoto either: the Fireflite, 
Firesweep and Firedome were all burnt toast by 
1960 as the brand was extinguished.(A few 
1961 cars were produced but didn't sell.) 

The fins that have come to symbolize 
Route 66 and "America At The Top Of Its 
Game" actually tell a very different...and very 
sad...tale. One era had ended and another was 
underway. From Solid Value to Planned 
Obsolescence. Steak to Sizzle. American Steel 
to Rust-Bucket. 

Finis. ✍  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Gifford has photographed Route 66 and 
other American roads for more than 20-years. 
His site www.rt66pix.com is viewed in 170 
countries. 

LEBANON CONTINUES TO PRESERVE 
ITS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ON 
ROUTE 66  
Story by Mark Potter. Images provided by the author.  

Lebanon, Missouri, the county seat of 
Laclede County, is one of several major 
cities along Route 66 between St. Louis 

and Springfield. Lebanon through the decades has 
been a prime stopping point for motorists  
traveling through the Ozarks as a destination–or 
coming through east or west on 66 as part of a 
cross-country trip. Today, Lebanon is one of many 
cities leading in the preservation of its community 
as a prime destination of Route 66 tourists thanks 
to a local museum, an active preservation society 
and a prime vintage motel that has existed on the 
Route for decades. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Route 66 enters Lebanon from the east  
passing in front of the historic Munger Moss 
Motel, which has been in business  
continuously since 1946.  

It has been operated by Bob and Ramona 
Lehman since 1971 complete with a vintage neon 
sign that still lights up the night sky. It has 1940s/ 
1950s vintage rooms with modern amenities such 
as TV, air conditioning and wi-fi connectivity. 

Just a few blocks to the west of the 
Munger Moss on the right is Wrink’s Market, a 
small grocery store in operation since 1950. It 
now includes a short-order take-out restaurant 
called “Vintage Cowgirl” that specializes in  
breakfast fare, hamburgers and sandwiches, along 

‘60 DeSoto on Route 66 in Springfield, IL.

Continued on next page...
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Moving clockwise from the upper left corner: the Union 
Bus Depot has been replaced by a Walgreens; the 
beautifully-maintained Munger Moss is still thriving after 
76 years; the exceptional Route 66 Museum and Research 
Center has ambitious displays.
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Moving clockwise from the upper left corner: Nelson Tavern is 
long gone; Route 66 through Lebanon is designated an Historic 
Byway; Wrinks Market opened in 1950 and now includes a 

small restaurant; Camp Joy was the first tourist camp 
between Springfield and St. Louis, one of the camp’s original 
cabins has been restored.

Continued on next page...
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with sides, soft drinks and ice cream treats. 
Wrink’s, is open Tuesday-Saturday. 

Route 66 follows Elm Street through the 
city limits of Lebanon from northeast to  
southwest, bisecting the central business district 
by a few short blocks. At the intersection of Elm 
and Washington is an old cottage-style gas station 
that has operated as the Orchard Hills Package 
Store, in business since 1946. The store retains 
much of its original look and sells a wide  
assortment of beers and hard liquors and wines 
along with tobacco products.  
In decades past, the intersection of Elm and 
Jefferson Avenue was the home to two  
well-known tourist businesses.  

On the southwest corner of that  
intersection was the Nelson Tavern which  
included a hotel, cottages, café and Texaco  
service station from 1931 until it was razed in the 
late 1950s to make room for more modern  
development, now the site of a supermarket. 

At the northeast corner of Elm and 
Jefferson where a Walgreen’s now sits was the 
Union Bus Depot, which included the depot for 
Greyhound and regional bus lines, but also a café 
and an adjacent Standard service station. 

Just a few blocks south of Route 66/Elm is 
the Route 66 Museum and Research Center 
inside the Lebanon/Laclede County Library. It 
includes a recreated indoor gas station, complete 
with vintage gas pumps, a rusty guard rail, and a 
real 1950s car parked under the service awning. 
There's also a collection of salt and pepper  
shakers from Route 66 restaurants, and a library 
of Route 66 books and maps that you can read 
while sitting in comfy chairs covered in Route 66 
upholstery. Admission is free but donations are 
accepted. Museum hours are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday -Thursday and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday. 

A few blocks to the west at Elm and 
Adams is a former DX service station which is 
now a front for Robert Weaver Auto Sales. The 
owner of the used-car lot, Jeremy Weaver, and 
his family decided to keep the building intact and 

restore it to its original mission as a gas station 
with vintage DX pumps, signs, maps, oil cans and 
other items related to the DX brand, which was 
well represented on Route 66 through the states 
of Illinois, Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma for 
many years, even after Sunray DX’s merger with 
Sun Oil Company (Sunoco) in 1968. The station 
was in operation at that location from 1963 to 
1994 by two local families.  
Further west, Route 66/Elm passes Boswell 
Park, which includes a restored cabin from 
one of Lebanon’s first motor courts, Camp 
Joy; and an outdoor tribute to the Nelson 
Family Legacy. 

Continuing west, Route 66/Elm passes in 
front of Back Rhoads Diner before curving south 
passing a number of restaurants, car dealerships 
and some vintage motels such as the Red Fox and 
the Historic Route 66 Inn along with several 
modern chain motels as Elm proceeds south 
toward the west interchange with Interstate 44. 

Although several Missouri cities had been 
bypassed by U.S. 66 prior to the passage of the 
Federal Highway Act of 1956 that created the 
interstate highway system, 66 continued to pass 
through the city for many years until August of 
1957, when Interstate 44 was completed and 
opened to traffic along Lebanon’s south side, 
making Lebanon the first city in Missouri to be 
bypassed by a completed interstate highway. 
Despite the coming of the interstate, Lebanon’s 
tourist strip along Elm (designated as U.S. 66 and 
I-44 Business Loop) continued prospering as 
motels, restaurants and service stations all along 
Elm continued serving thousands of tourists year 
after year, long after Route 66 was transitioned 
from a major U.S. highway to a historic route.  

Lebanon’s efforts to promote and preserve 
the city and its points along Route 66 as a tourist 
stop are led by the local Lebanon/Laclede Route 
66 Society, a non-profit organization 
http://www.lebanonroute66.com/. ✍  
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Mark Potter of Vernon, Texas is a newspaper 
reporter who has researched and traveled most of 
Route 66. He has developed a vast collection of 
collectibles including vintage road maps, postcards 
and other items pertaining to The Mother Road and 
he is a regular contributor to the Oklahoma Route 
66 Museum in Clinton. Potter has also staged 
collectibles displays at various Route 66 events 
including many of the International Festivals. 
 
 
 
COMPOSING THE ROUTE 66 SUITE 
Story by Kip Welborn. Images provided by the 
author and others.  

Back in 1988, Keenan Ivory Wayans made a 
movie called I'm Gonna Git you Sucka. It is 
a riot of a parody of blaxploitation films, in 

which Wayans enlists the help of his “heroes” 
who bring down Mr Big, who Wayans blames for 
the killing of his brother. In one scene, Wayans 
and one of his heroes are walking toward their 
encounter. The hero is followed down the  
sidewalk by a band that is playing the theme song 
from "Shaft". Says the hero: "It’s my theme 
music. Every good hero should have some".  
I think it is fair to say that most travelers 
making their way down Route 66 are in 
search of their own theme music, or at least 
music to suit the moment.  

If you are like me, every mile of travel, 
every building passed, every person met, every 
tree, rock, and animal you come across has the 
potential to conjure a note, a jingle, a song that 
becomes your theme music in that moment. The 
note might be generated by the color of the sky, 

or whether it is raining or snowing, or whether it 
is the beginning of the day and you are fresh on 
the road or the end of the day and you are ready 
to get to your destination. You could be traveling 
an open stretch in New Mexico and you see 
nothing but the open road ahead. At that point, 
you might rev up the engine and start hearing 
Highway Star by Deep Purple in your head. Or 
you could have read in a guide about the plight of 
the Okies traveling that same stretch of road and 
you take a slow cruise down that same stretch of 
road humming “This Land Is Your Land.  
And there will be times that you can be 
standing in the same place at the same time 
and the music in your head changes.  

My lone trek to La Bajada, courtesy of my 
good friend Carolyn Hasenfratz, led me to the 
top of the hill, looking out over the vast expanse 
(yes, there is a reason she is known as “jeep girl”). 
The sound of silence you experience—which, 
standing on top of La Bajada, is as pronounced as 
you will find anywhere—brought the beginning of 
the song “One of these Days” by Pink Floyd into 
my head, which begins with a wind evolving into 
a slowly building bass beat. As my thoughts went 
from the wonderful sound of that silence to the 
endurance test that people traveling that expanse 
and climbing La Bajada went through, my theme 
music evolved from the serenity at the beginning 
of One of these Days to the eventual bass and 
synthesizer induced crescendo the song works  
up to. 

And for every traveler, there is the  
likelihood that someone will look at the same 
thing through the lens of a different genre. Some 
people like Rock and Roll, some Blues, some like 
another musical form or a combination of forms. 
Some people will find joy in cruising through 
Tucumcari and hearing Bobby Troup sing “Get 
your kicks on route 66” in their head as they pass 
the Blue Swallow, the Safari and/or Tee Pee 
Curios. Others will pass down that same stretch, 
see abandoned and untended sites and feel a 
Beastie Boys song like “Sabotage” coming on. 

And there are those travelers who will 

Continued on next page...
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look at the same person, place or thing, and hear 
the Nessun Dorma from the opera Turantot, or 
hear Musetta’s Waltz from La Boheme as you 
watch the cars pass your perch at the Vega Motel, 
or revel in Beethoven’s 9th symphony (“Ode To 
Joy”) as you reach your final destination for  
the day.   
This was the kind of theme music that ran 
through my Dad’s head when he was behind 
the wheel.  

On the many weekend drives that my Dad 
and I took together throughout Southeast 
Missouri, if there was not a Cardinal baseball or 
football game on, the radio was tuned into KFUO 
Radio out of Clayton, MO. KFUO played classical 
music and on Saturdays broadcast the 
Metropolitan Opera, brought to you courtesy of 
the Texaco Oil Company. Milton Cross, with his 
dignified but ghostly delivery, was the master of 
ceremonies. 

At home, my Dad had scores of operas 

and symphonies, a lot of which were on 78 RPM 
records. He would fill the house with classical 
music, he would take us to Powell Hall to see the 
St. Louis Symphony, and he would take us to 
Memphis to see the Metropolitan Opera, to see 
Luciano Pavarotti, Joan Sutherland, Maria Callas 
and Beverly Sills. I will admit I am not a classical 
musical fan, but I also have to admit that passing 
between the soybean fields, a good Wagnerian 
overture would get anybody’s blood a flowin’! 
And even if you dislike classical music, it is hard 
not to feel a little theme music with the opera 
Carmen, which contains the song “Toreador '', a 
song you might remember from STP commercials 
in the 1970’s.  
And composer Dr.Nolan Stolz is currently 
working to provide us with some classical 
theme music, making several trips up and 
down Route 66 in search of inspiration for 
his upcoming Route 66 Suite.  

When I first met Nolan Stolz, it was at our 

Nolan Stolz is making trips up and down the Mother Road gathering inspirations from numerous sources for his Route 66 Suite.



Continued on next page...

Stolz’s inspirations for the Route 66 Suite:

Route 66 prairiescape Route 66 original Auburn, IL alignment

Route 66 Shamrock Motel, Sullivan, MO “Neon Dreams”

Route 66 Central Camera, Chicago, IL “Neon Dreams”

Route 66 Amarillo, TX

Route 66 Powell Hall, St. Louis. MO
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Route 66 Boots Court Carthage, IL “Neon Dreams” Route 66 Desert near Cuervo, NM

Route 66 Old motel sign in the Mojave Desert

Route 66 Train traveling along the Route

Route 66 Ghost buildings in Green Ridge, IL

Route 66 Ghost buildings in Mud College, OK
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Route 66 Association meeting in Lebanon in April 
of this year. Interestingly enough, he had little to 
say about the Suite but he had a lot to say about 
the rock band Black Sabbath. Stolz had previously 
contributed to a 2 volume reference guide, the 
100 Greatest Bands of All Time. According to 
Stolz: “Going back and listening to all that music 
again, I realized there was much more to Black 
Sabbath music than I remembered, so I started 
getting into the music a little bit more—deeper 
listening and analyzing.” He went on to produce 
Experiencing Black Sabbath: A Listener’s 
Companion, which was published in 2017. I 
would later find out that he had done  
instructional videos about Sabbath and likely 
devoted more thought to the band’s music than 
Ozzy Osborne ever did!  
The Black Sabbath instructional video gives 
insight into his meticulousness and 
 dedication to presenting, in great detail, 
how he analyzed literally every note.  

He referred to this in an article about 
Stolz on the University of South Carolina website 
as “active listening—paying attention to many 
elements of the music at the same time.” 

Stolz was born in Milwaukee Wisconsin. 
He later moved to Las Vegas where he not only 
developed a love of sports, he developed a love of 
music. He started out in college as a Jazz Major 
but gravitated toward music composition, earning 
degrees from the University of Oregon and 
University of Nevada Las Vegas. Quoting Stolz: 
“It takes a composer to understand how others 
composed music.” 

In 2014 Stolz became a professor at South 
Carolina Upstate University in Spartanburg South 
Carolina. At South Carolina Upstate where he 
teaches music theory and composition, popular 
music and jazz courses, and coordinates the 
school’s commercial music program. He won the 
USC Upstate 2018-19 Award for Faculty 
Excellence in Scholarly and/or Creative Pursuits. 
During his tenure there he has created several 
music compositions for various instruments. He 
also created a piece called the Lincoln Highway 
Suite. 

Ironically enough, Stolz was, according to an 
interview with Dan Kiefstad for the Northern 
Public Radio website, cruising Route 66 when he 
came up with the idea for the Lincoln Highway 
Suite. Quoting Stolz, "I came across a book about 
the Lincoln Highway. Before that I did not know 
about the Lincoln Highway and I had to ask 
myself how did I not know about this.” Stolz was 
apparently looking for inspiration for an orchestral 
piece, and, in a conversation I had with him, said 
he thought this would be a great way to represent 
the regions through which the Lincoln Highway 
passes.  
The Lincoln Highway Suite was completed 
in 2013, 100 years after the Lincoln Highway  
was dedicated.  

The Suite contains 5 movements. The first 
movement, “From the Hudson” according to 
Stolz’ website about the Suite (quoted in  
describing these movements unless otherwise 
noted), starts you off in New York with a rapid 
horn produced jazz beat that in Stolz words really 
captures the energy of the city. The first  
movement, in my view, encapsulates the chaos of 
starting your Lincoln Highway adventure in the 
largest city in the country. The bombast seems to 
be interspersed with more flowing interludes 
which I can see as the dream of escaping the 
chaos and energy, and taking the Lincoln 
Highway to wherever it was going to take you. 

The second movement “Metals 
Heartland” evokes the sound of industry, the 
sound with percussives evoking visions of the 
pounding on metal and the grinding of machines 
that you are likely to hear in Pennsylvania and 
Ohio, an homage to the industrial midwestern 
towns thru which the Lincoln Highway passes. 
There is also interspersed music that evokes 
majesty, which one might feel as they pass 
through the amazing scenic beauty of the  
northern Appalachian mountains.  

The expanse of the Lincoln Highway’s  
traverse across the agricultural midwest and great 
plains is musically described in the third  
movement, “Prairie view” with a combination of 
higher and lower notes to highlight the expanse 
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Route 66 Near Funks Grove, IL “Among The Trees”

Route 66 Roy’s complex Amboy, CA

Route 66 Between Lebanon and Marshfield, MO

Route 66 U Drop Inn Shamrock, TX “Neon Dreams”

Route 66 “Vacancy/No Vacancy” Williams, AZ

Route 66 Roxy Theater Holbrook, AZ ”The Show Must Go On”



25 Continued on next page...

and distance between people places and things. A 
gentle tempo acceleration can be heard when the 
Lincoln Highway encounters hillier areas and, in 
my view there is a low sound in the background 
that describes the winds you hear throughout the 
region. 

The fourth movement, “Traversing the 
mountains” contains, according to Stolz, high 
notes that describe the mountains and the low 
notes that describe the valleys through which the 
Lincoln Highway passes. In my listening to the 
movement, I saw it beginning with a similar 
tempo as Prairie View but with minor notes that 
evoke a level of uncertainty as to what you were 
about to encounter. The Rocky Mountains in 1913 
were difficult to cross on a good dry day, and 
those days were few and far between. The music 
makes you feel like you are climbing into the 
mountains, looking at the perils the road may 
bring and wondering where it was taking you. 

While the Rocky mountains inspired Stolz 
to script music that sounds out of sorts, notes not 
meant for each other, I sensed from the 
 movement the chaos of navigating the mountains 
on a road that today would be deemed  
impassable.  
In the final movement, the Suite ends in  
triumph as the Lincoln highway reaches San 
Francisco, crossing the Golden Gate Bridge. 

In my view there is a sense of urgency at 
the beginning of the movement, a sense that you 
have come this far, made it through so much and 
have finally made it to the Golden Gate Bridge. 
Then I sense there is a sense of calm with  
peaceful notes bringing you across the Bridge like 
taking a deep breath then as you make it across 
and the music gets louder, gets stronger, gets 
more triumphant as you get to the end of the 
bridge and make your way to the end of the road 
in Lincoln Park. 

The great thing about music is that every 
note can be heard differently by every listener. 
My interpretation of the Lincoln Highway Suite 
may well be different from anybody else’s. 
Irrespective of your view, there is no doubt that 

this is a wonderful, expansive piece of music. 
Fanfare Magazine from March/April 2020 called 
the Lincoln Highway Suite “a brilliant piece of 
Americana, a celebration of the titular road that 
starts in Times Square, the first cross-country 
highway (established in 1913).”  

Now, Nolan Stolz is making his way from 
Chicago to LA and back, to find inspiration for his 
Route 66 Suite. According to Stolz on his Route 
66 Suite website, the creation of the Route 66 
Suite will happen in three phrases: 1) getting 
inspiration by traveling and researching the 
highway; 2) composing the music; 3) performing 
and recording the piece. By 2026, the 100-year 
anniversary of Route 66, this work will become 
my love letter to the road.  
 
Stolz, like so many others, found a love for 
Route 66 when he saw the movie Cars. 

According to Stolz, after seeing Cars he 
decided that he had to see Route 66 before it  
disappeared. That was in 2011. Ten years later, 
commencing in July 2021, Stolz took a sabbatical 
from his dayjob at USC Upstate to find his  
inspiration for the Route 66 Suite. His goal is to 
present the Route 66 Suite to an audience by the 
100th Anniversary of Route 66 in 2026. 

Stolz has used multiple trips up and down 
Route 66 to, in his words “create my own vision 
of Route 66 that I find inspiring, and I will write 
the music about that”. His treks up and down 
Route 66 are essential to that vision. According 
to Michael Pineda in the Yukon Review: “There is 
something special about Route 66 that has spoken 
to millions of travelers.”  

In the conversations that I was lucky 
enough to have with Nolan Stolz in recent weeks, 
he advised that he was utilizing the multiple treks 
that he took east and west on 66 to find  
inspiration for the symphony that he is creating. 
And as Stolz said in an interview with Alssa 
Andrews of the Marshfield Mail and in our  
conversation: “I really want the road to teach me 
what it wanted me to say musically”. 

The Route 66 Suite will be in 8  
movements: The First movement “AD 1926”, the 
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second “Between Neon Dreams''; the third “66 
Ghost Towns”; the fourth “Desert 66”; the fifth 
“Among the Trees”, the sixth “26 Gas Stations”, 
the seventh “Vacancy, No Vacancy”, and the 
finale “The Show Must Go On.  

Stolz’ travels in search of the inspiration 
for his Suite are currently being documented on 
the Patreon Website 
(https://www.patreon.com/route66suite/). 
And Stolz has found a lot to inspire him. For the 
First Movement, A.D. 1926, Stolz has and will 
look at several places along Route 66 that would 
have existed in 1926, especially the buildings. 
However, Stolz has and will travel the original 
route of Route 66, including the dirt, gravel and 
abandoned routes that would have been part of 
the original Route 66. According to Stolz in the 
Dwight Paper “What I’ll do is I’ll find the 1926 
alignment and I’ll take that route when I’m taking 
photos of things and places that existed then. It 
helps me imagine what it looked like in 1926.”  
The Second Movement is “Between Neon 
Dreams”.  

In which Stolz pays homage to the  
amazing neon signage that is found up and down 
Route 66. Stolz will focus not only on the beauty 
of the signs but the beat and rhythm created by 
the signs and the bulbs attached to the signs like 
the signs for the Del Rhea’s Chicken Basket  
outside Chicago. In talking about the neon he 
found in Los Angeles, Stolz says on his facebook 
page about the Suite: “The rhythms implied by 
these changing neon signs will influence the 
rhythms in that movement—it will be a fun one to 
tackle”. One of the signs in which he finds  
inspiration is the sign for Central Camera, located 
a few blocks off Route 66 in Chicago. It has been 
in business since 1899, and in its present location 
since 1929. It survived a fire last year and  
continues to serve those who continue to dare to 
use film! 

Stolz took special interest in the third 
movement, Route 66 Ghost Towns, seeking out 
towns that most travelers of Route 66, even  
seasoned ones, have never heard of. On his 

Patreon travels, Stolz stops at the location of 
where towns like Green Ridge, IL, Dillon and Dad 
Town, MO etc were located. One of Stolz’ 
favorites, mentioned in our conversation, is a 
town in Oklahoma called Mud College, located 
just East of Davenport in Lincoln County, OK. 
According to Stolz, Mud College (not really a  
college) had 30 buildings but no post office. and 
now there is one building. The cemetery is now 
known as Arbor Grove Cemetery.  
The Fourth Movement is “Desert 66”.  

In our conversation, Stolz indicated that 
the music will focus on the openness and  
expansiveness of the land before you when  
passing through the desert, and the feeling that 
everything is remote and that you are alone in 
your solitude. The Painted Desert Trading Post 
and the Roy’s complex in Amboy, CA exemplify 
this solitude, like the feeling I had at La Bajada, 
with the beginning of One Of These Days going 
through my head, the feeling that you are coming 
as close as you will ever come to experiencing 
silence. 

One of the few noises breaking this silence 
is the sound of the train whistle, which will figure 
prominently in Stolz’ suite. A large segment of 
Route 66 runs next to railroads, particularly from 
Oklahoma City going West. In my conversation 
with Stolz, he related a story of being in Amboy 
and discovering that the train whistle would go 
off 30 seconds before a crossing, and how the 
whistle would go off 30 seconds to the East when 
going Westbound and 30 seconds to the West 
when going Eastbound. And in between, when 
the train was idling, there came two short whis-
tles. While trains, and the medley the train whis-
tle plays according to Stolz, will figure  
prominently into the Desert 66 movement, you 
will hear their engine roar in other movements as 
well. One image Stolz caught was the train  
passing Route 66 near Manuelito, NM. Quoting 
Stolz: Quite often in the desert, it'll be only you, 
Route 66, and a train. 

The Fifth Movement is “Among The 
Trees”. This movement is about the sections of 
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Route 66 Needles, CA “Vacancy/No Vacancy”

Route 66 Coleman Theater Miami, OK

Route 66 Springfield, MO “Neon Dreams”

Route 66 Normal Theater Normal, IL ”The Show Must Go On”

Route 66 Gay Parita gas station outside Halltown, MO

Route 66 South of Springfield, IL Disappearing into the woods 
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highway that have simply become part of the 
earth that old alignments of Route 66 were laid 
upon, sections of pavement that have been  
overtaken by dirt, plants and trees, eventually 
becoming part of the landscape upon which the 
alignment once stood and serviced the traveling 
population. These are some of Stolz’ most  
interesting inspirations, and one of the coolest of 
Stolz’ finds during his travels was a stretch of old 
Route 66 outside Funks Grove. I found it and it is 
an utterly mystical section of pavement, almost 
looking like a moment where the road is literally 
being elevated to the heavens to meet mother 
nature. Stolz also pays tribute to the Abbylee 
Court between Lebanon and Marshfield, MO, 
which, with its moniker “among the trees” was, 
according to the article by Alyssa Andrews in the 
newspaper the Marshfield Mail was an inspiration 
for this movement.  
The Sixth Movement is 26 Gas Stations. 

It is a movement that pays homage to a 
1963 photography book called, “Twentysix 
Gasoline Stations.” The Book was made by Ed 
Ruscha. He drove from Los Angeles to Oklahoma 
City in 1962, taking photographs of gas stations 
along the way. If ever there has been a book true 
to its title it is this one. The only words are those 
identifying the stations. The pictures are black 
and white. It leaves everything to the imagination. 
Unfortunately many of these stations have faded 
“into the woods.” However, through his travels, 
Stolz has found 26 new gas stations to fuel his 
inspiration. Quoted in Stolz’ interview with the 
Dwight Paper, “Last year, I spent 26 weeks  
tracking down where all of those stations were 
and then went to them. Most of them have been 
torn down and there is something else there. 
Some of them still exist. I decided to travel the 
whole route and select 26 stations or former  
stations that I find interesting or have a personal 
connection. Maybe they’ve turned into a mom 
and pop restaurant or gas station.”  

One of the stations that serves as  
inspiration, as it should, is the majestic U-Drop 
Inn in Shamrock. It likely fueled his Neon Dreams  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Route 66 Ambler’s Texaco Station Dwight, IL

The Sixth Movement pays homage to Ed Ruscha’s book

Route 66 Chicken Basket Willowbrook, IL “Neon Dreams”
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as well. At the 66Festival in Shamrock a few 
years ago, just staring at the neon and the  
reflections of the neon on the wet street of the U 
Drop Inn brought all sorts of musical thoughts to 
mind. Stolz also found inspiration in the Texaco 
station in Dwight, IL as well as Russell Soulsby’s 
station in Mt. Olive, IL, among 23 others.  
The Seventh movement “Vacancy. No 
Vacancy”, is, according to my conversation 
with Nolan Stolz, a description not only of 
the lodging that you find up and down 66, 
but also the signage, the types of lodging—
from tourist camps to hotels.  

According to Stolz, it will also capture the 
impact of “Vacancy” which according to Stolz, is 
good for the traveler and bad for the owner, and 
“No Vacancy”, which is vice versa. For this 
movement, Stolz was inspired by the sign at 
Fenders River Resort in Needles, California, on 
which the words “No” and “Vacancy'' were  
different colors.  
The final movement, “The Show Must Go 
On”, is an homage to theaters on or near 
Route 66.  

According to Stolz in an interview with 
the Dwight, Illinois newspaper “The Paper”: 
“(the movement) will feature pre-1926 theaters 
such as opera houses where they may have had 
vaudeville shows or silent movies. Then you have 
the drive-in movie theaters and I’m going to go to 
them as well. If it’s still a theater, great and I’ll 
stop and see a movie, concert, or a show. If it’s 
turned into something else, that’s OK, too. If I can 
go into the building and take a look, great. I’ll 
imagine what it looked like when it was a theater.” 
And from the Coleman where he saw a motown 
concert in Miami, OK, a former sundown town, 
to the Normal Theater in Normal IL where he 
saw a movie about climate change, I think Stolz 
saw that, in spite of all we have and will go 
through, we have to look to the future of Route 
66 and the world around us…the show must go 
on. And the way I see it, for towns like rural 
Holbrook, AZ, theaters like the Roxy give  
residents along Route 66 a reason to believe that  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Route 66 Soulsby’s Shell Station Mt. Olive, IL

Route 66 Munger Moss Motel Lebanon, MO “Neon Dreams”

Composer Stolz’s initial Route 66 inspiration was the movie Cars
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might just happen.” 
After finding his inspiration, Stolz plans on 

returning to South Carolina to start the  
composition. He may switch scenes and compose 
some of the Suite at the Osage Arts Community in 
Belle, MO, where he has maintained a studio for 11 
years. The Osage Arts Community is a residency 
program where artists provide time, space and  
support for artists in a retreat format. Stolz plans to 
complete the Suite by 2024, and then plans by the 
2025 concert season to be ready to seek out  
symphonies to perform the Suite in their 2026  
concert season, so that concertgoers will be able to 
hear the Route 66 Suite during the Mother Road’s 
100th centenary.  
Stolz urges anyone with an interest in  
having the Suite performed in their  
hometown to contact the orchestra director, 
members of the orchestra board or the  
artistic director for the orchestra in their 
hometown and let them know about the Suite 
and its homage to Route 66.  

As for a recording of the Suite, Stolz  
indicated that that may be farther down the road, as 
he tries to find an American orchestra and sponsors 
to complete the task. He also is considering writing 
a book to accompany the Route 66 Suite as well as 
a guide to Route 66 based upon his travels. 

And so, in a couple of years, you will have 
some new theme music to float through your head 
as you take that California trip. The Suite may float 
through your head as you pass the turkey tracks by 
Nilwood, IL, and as you pass the Donut Drive In 
sign, with its neon blazing, in St. Louis. The Suite 
may float through your head as you pass the rem-
nants of towns between Springfield and Joplin, as 
you find true solitude crossing the Mojave Desert, 
and as you seek out the disappearing sections of 
concrete between Kellyville and Stroud. The Suite 
may float through your head as you pass the U-
Drop Inn in Shamrock, and may drift by as you pass 
the Blue Swallow and other Motels in Tucumcari,  
wondering if the “No”, sign will be on. And the 
Suite may float through your head as you pass the 
Ki-Mo Theater in Albuquerque, and as you cruise 
along the 2,448 miles in between. And while, at any 
given moment, you might choose another song, or 

another genre, or to just bask in the beauty of silence, 
you will always have a Suite inspired by Route 66  
courtesy of Nolan Stolz…because at any given time, 
all of us travelers need their own theme music. ✍  
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1. Conversations with Nolan Stolz, June 27 and July 8. 
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Lou Mitchell’s is the 
quintessential big cit y 
diner—crowded and 
excellent food.  
Opening its doors in 
1926, generations of 
Route 66 travelers 
have started their trek 
west at Lou’s ever 
since. Many believe 
they serve the best  
breakfast in Chicago. 
www.loumitchells.com 

Farm restaurants were 
very common years 
ago. They grew and 
raised there own food 
so costs were low and 
customers enjoyed 
farm-to-table  
freshness. There 
aren’t many left but 
White Fence Farms in 
Romeoville, IL  
remains an excellent 
example. 
https://whitefencefarm-il.com

PPRREESSEERRVVEEDD  &&  RREESSTTOORREEDD

Most people who travel the Mother Road 
are interested in seeing and experiencing 

its historic sites. Locations that were there in 
its heyday.  

They envision themselves stopping at a 
chrome-filled diner for a malt and a burger, 

and spending the night in an original motel.  
Well be assured there are plenty to be found 
thanks to many dedicated owners and fans. 

In the next few issues we will point  
out a few of these starting in Illinois and  
traveling west.



Since 1936 Lucca Grill 
has been serving fine 
Italian American fare 
to Route 66 travelers. 
Bloomington, IL is an 
attractive, active cit y 
that deserves more  
attention than it’s been 
getting. Its heritage 
goes back to the  
Abraham Lincoln  
years. Here’s your 
chance to stop and see  
Bloomington. 
https://luccagrill.com 

The renowned  
Ariston Cafe in  
Litchfield, IL now has 
an excellent Route 66 
museum across the 
street. This makes 
this little town a must 
stop. Founded in 
1924 by Greek  
immigrant, Pete Adam, 
the Ariston rose to the 
top of the Route 66 
eating order and has 
stayed there ever since. 
www.ariston-cafe.com

If you haven’t enjoyed 
Funks Grove Maple 
Sirup, you’ve missed 
something. The  
unusual spelling is 
said to be the way 
syrup was originally 
spelled. In addition to 
a nice gift store, there 
are several historic 
outbuildings, a nature 
center and a museum. 
The Illinois complex 
dates back to 1901. 
www.funkspuremaplesirup.com



Ed Waldmire is said to 
have invented the first 
corn dog in 1946. At 
least, it was the first 
Cozy Dog, and they 
are darn good. The 
Waldmire family has 
contributed greatly to 
the history and lore of 
66 ever since, and they 
still own and run the 
restaurant today. Make 
sure to allow some 
time in Springfield, IL. 
www.cozydogdrivein.com

The Wagon Wheel 
Motel in Cuba, MO is 
as good as it gets—
steeped in history, 
beautifully restored 
and a dedicated,  
gracious owner. Just 
picture yourself  
during the Route’s 
heyday on the patio in 
the evening watching 
all the cars drive by 
on their way out west.  
www.wagonwheel66cuba.com 

Yes, there’s almost  
always a crowd at Ted 
Drewes. For over 80 
years, they have been 
serving “concretes”, 
their term for their 
super-thick frozen  
custards. Don’t leave 
St. Louis without  
trying their Southern  
Delight or maybe a 
Cinna-crunch or how 
about a Caramel 
Apple Sunday? 
http://teddrewes.com



Springfield, MO is the 
birthplace of Route 66. 
The Rail Haven is one 
of the most popular 
Mother Road motels 
in town that dates 
back to 1938. It’s  a 
member of the Best 
Western chain. You’ve 
undoubtedly guessed, 
this is the Elvis room 
that commemorates 
where he is said to 
have stayed. . 
www.bestwestern.com

Nelson’s Old  
Riverton Store in  
Riverton, KS has gone 
through several name 
changes since 1925 
but old photos bear 
out the fact that the 
store itself has really 
remained the same. 
So, if you want to see 
what a store looked 
like in the Route’s 
early days, here it is. 
www.eislerbros.com

The roots of 
Clanton’s Cafe in 
Vinita, OK go back to 
1927 when it was 
called Busy Bee Cafe. 
Today, you can escape 
“franchisephopbia’ 
here and get an old 
fashioned home 
cooked meal. The 
YELP raves are  
excellent. I can hardly 
wait to get a piece of 
their apple pie. 
http://clantonscafe.com


