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On the cover:   
Hey Route 66 has it all. You can sleep in a  

wigwam, a train car and in a cave. The Cavern 

Room at Grand Canyon Caverns outside Peach 

Springs, AZ is an underground, fully furnished 

suite 22 stories under the earth's surface. It is 200 

feet wide, 400 feet long with a ceiling 70 feet high. 

The room sleeps up to six people, with two double 

beds and a fold-out queen sleeper sofa. It is  

covered in greater detail starting on page 17.

®

DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
By David Knudson, Executive Director 

After Mary Lou and I founded the 
Federation, we took our second trip along 
the Route, both ways this time. We 

wanted to get a look at the road from a different 
perspective than we had on our initial trip, and 
meet the people who had businesses along it 
before we went to Congress in an effort to pass a 
Route 66 restoration bill. 
   In addition to our primary task, we 
stopped at businesses in Route 66 communities 
that weren’t on the Route and asked them where 
Route 66 was. We were trying to determine how 
familiar citizens in these communities were with 
the Mother Road. We were shocked! And I’m 
not exaggerating. Very few had ever heard of it. 
In fact, many of the people who worked ON the 
Route hadn’t heard of it, either. 
 

This encouraged us to start producing 
International Festivals in towns along the 
road.  
            Certainly, we hoped the events would 
bring people to the Route but also that they 
would familiarize locals with it. Incidentally, the 
festivals were called “International” because they 
were. We sent news releases to media around the 
world. This led to me being interviewed by  
newspapers from numerous different countries, 
as well as live radio interviews. If you ever  
wondered why approximately 60% of the  
travelers on the road, pre-pandemic, were from 
other counties, that’s how it began. 
            Another goal we had was to establish a  
network of Route 66 communities that worked 
together encouraging tourists to stay on the Route. 
Unfortunately, that idea crashed and burned. 
            But a year ago, it was revived (in part) by 
the Road Ahead Partnership. We decided to put 
together what we’re calling a tool kit. It will be 
designed to give Route 66 community leaders the 
tools to market their communities to Route 66 
travelers. 
            Stay tuned. If we complete this and get it 
into the hands of the community leaders. Route 
66 will take another giant step. ✍ 



AA  TTRRIIPP  IINN  IITTSSEELLFF!!

Welcome to Buck Atom's Cosmic 
Curios on Route 66 in Tulsa, OK! I 
invite you to take your photo with 
our Muffler Man, Buck Atom, sign 
our guest book inside our shop 
and purchase a little treasure to 
remind you of your visit. 
 
 
Mary Beth Babcock 
Proprietor

Aromatherapy - Gift Cards - Shirts - Caps -  
Bobbleheads - Coloring Books - Plush Toys -  

Cuddle Monsters - Books - Guides - Maps - 
Magnets - Pins - Mugs - Glasses - Pennants -  
Signs - Tote Bags - Collectibles - Calendars -  

Postcards - Art - Keychains - Bandanas - - 
Jewelry - Chocolate Bars - and ???     

1347 E. 11th St 
Tulsa, OK 74120  
Tuesday - Saturday 10-5 
Sunday - Monday 10-4 
https://buckatomson66.com 
(918) 984-1650
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HHAARRVVEEYY  HHOOUUSSEE  HHOOTTEELLSS  

AALLOONNGG  RROOUUTTEE  6666  PPAARRTT  66  

Story by David Knudson. Images provided by the 
author except where otherwise credited.  

TT
he first time I saw El Garces was in 
October of ‘64. It startled me. My  
college buddy and I were on our way 

out to California to find fame and fortune in the 
“Golden State”. (We never did.) 

Anyway, I was at the wheel and it was the 
middle of the night. Why the middle of the night? 
We had been warned to drive through the desert 
at night or we’d fry during the day. We had no air 
conditioner. Of course, we were on 66 and  
neither one of us had ever been West. We were 
using a AAA Triptik to find our way, which was a 
lifesaver. To us, the West was another planet. 

Reading the Triptik, I knew we were in a 
town called “Needles” which was already enough 
to put us on edge. We’re in pitch dark and, all of a 
sudden, this huge, forboding, boarded-up building 
appears virtually, right next to us. Yes, that was 
my introduction to El Garces.  

50 years later, I met with the Needles City 
Manager in an effort to get him to cease the 

‘modernization’ work being done and to restore 
El Garces to its original state. I really didn’t think  
anything would come of the meeting. But a lot 
did. Times change, don’t they?  

El Garces was different. The ATSF hired 
architect Francis W. Wilson to design a new 
depot at Needles after the original burned down. 
The facility combined a railroad station, dining 
room, and hotel into a single massive structure. 
Most ATSF stations had been built in the Mission 
Revival style, but Wilson instead designed El 
Garces in the Classical Revival (neoclassical) style 
which was more common in East Coast stations. 
The distinct style was supposedly intended to 
give Needles a modern reputation. It opened on 
April 3, 1908, and cost $250,000 (equivalent to 
approximately $5,200,000 today).  

The entire complex was built of cast in 
place concrete, which served as a heat sink to 
moderate the daytime heat and nighttime chill of 
the desert.  

The hotel was named El Garces after 
Spanish missionary Padre Francisco Garcés, who 
surveyed the area in the 1770s en route between 
the old California missions and Southern Arizona. 

El Garces Harvey Girls.
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Starting upper left moving clockwise: a nice  
vintage El Garces postcard; The author and his friend 
relied solely on a AAA Triptik book to find their way 
from Michigan to Los Angeles. These books no longer 
exist; This is a picture of El Garces as the author first 
saw it. It seemed to appear out of nowhere in the middle 
of the night. Notice how close Route 66 comes to it; A 
vintage postcard depicting Indians selling beadwork in 
front of El Garces; a very old colored photo  
illustrating El Garces in a street scene in the horse & 
buggy days.
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Starting upper left moving clockwise: Very nice vintage, 
colorized postcard showing a closeup of the “front” of the 
complex. The side facing the tracks was considered the 
front; Old photo of the hotel lobby; Large, luxury room; 
Small, economy room; Large, horseshoe style lunch room for  
quick meals; The hotel’s formal dining room.
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CC
asa del Desierto is the last Route 66 
Harvey House that we will cover  
traveling east to west.There were 

two more Harvey Houses further west—one in 
San Bernardino and another in Los Angeles at 
Union Railroad Station. They have both been 
beautifully restored however neither was a hotel 
They only offered dining for train travelers. 

   

I first saw Casa del Desierto around 30 
years ago. My dad, a diehard rail fan, had come 
out to visit Mary Lou and me. We always set up 
agendas that included railroad sites and/or railroad 
trips when he visited.  

   

I had read about Barstow’s huge rail yard, 
so I made some calls to people who worked for 
the City of Barstow and the Santa Fe Railway, 
and set up a time we could see it.  
   First, we met with a City mid-wig whose 
offices were in the Casa Desierto at that time. He 
introduced us to a railroad executive who took us 
to see the massive Santa Fe railroad yard. (Not 
generally open to the public.) Next, he got us on a 
freight train engine that took us through the 

breathtaking Tehachapi Pass. It was truly, a  
railfan’s perfect day.  

   

Shortly thereafter, an earthquake all but  
leveled Casa del Desierto. But, thanks to  
community determination and a series of grants, it 
was completely restored. 

   

Today, you can get a tour through Casa del 
Desierto and see the Route 66 Mother Road 
Museum and the Western America Railroad 
Museum—both housed in the hotel’s spacious 
facility. 

   

The neo-Southwestern style Casa del 
Desierto opened in 1911. It was built of bricks so it 
would avoid fire which burned three of its  
predecessors to the ground. It included gourmet 
dining and upper class lodging. As was the case 
with most of the Route 66 Harvey House Hotels, 
it became the community’s center of activity with 
its large ballroom hosting numerous events. 

   

In 1974, with the station already closed and 
badly vandalized, Santa Fe prepared to demolish 
it. Citizens rallied to save it, so in 1985, Santa Fe 
donated it to the City of Barstow. Had cities like 
Ash Fork, Seligman and Albuquerque been astute 
enough, they too would have done the same and 
had wonderful, historic buildings that would 
attract travelers from around the world.

Continued on next page...
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Starting upper left moving clockwise: Vintage postcard 
showing an aerial view of the complex; Vintage card of 
the hotel’s dining room; Aerial photo shows walkways 
being laid; Beautiful replica of a copper and bronze 
chandelier now hanging in the current event room; The 
interior of the Western America Railroad Museum; An 
engine on display at the Railroad Museum; Life size 
cutouts of Roy Rogers the "King of the Cowboys" and 
Dale Evans the "Queen of the West". Second row on the 
left hand page: A vintage postcard depicting the lobby of 
the hotel which was quite rustic by today’s standards; A 
vintage postcard of the hotel’s lunch room; A collector 
Route 66 Museum  refrigerator magnet; Bottom row on 
the left hand page: A classic Mustang on display at the 
Route 66 Museum; A portion of the massive Santa Fe 
Rail Yard in Barstow.
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ROUTE 66 TOURIST 
CAVERNS  PART ONE 
Story by David Knudson. Images provided by 
the author.  

I
grew up in Michigan, and the high point 
of each summer was dad’s two week       
vacation. We’d pack up the car and 

leave shortly after sunrise for my grandpar-
ents’ home in a farm town in Iowa. After 
spending a few days there, we’d set out for a 
motoring adventure in either the Midwest, 
North, East or South. The West was just too far.  

That was shortly after WWII when 
nearly everyone had a new car and they 
wanted to enjoy it on a road trip to see 
America. “See the USA in your Chevrolet.”* 
was a familiar tune on the TV and radio. 

Roadside attractions and billboards for 
roadside attractions lined the most popular 
tourist-traveled highways. Of course, one of 
these was Route 66. The traps for the tourist 

dollar ranged from snake pits to petrified  
people to “spectacular, hair raising” caverns. 
I don’t think we stopped at any of the caverns 
on our vacation trips. I know I would have 
liked to have entered some of their cool, dark 
depths in the sweltering summers because 
most cars didn’t have air conditioning yet.** 

Some of the following caverns aren’t 
directly on Route 66 but the Mother Road 
serves as a gateway to them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*In case this was before your time, “See the USA in your 
Chevrolet.” was one of the best-known jingles of the 1950s and 
60s. Dinah Shore sang it on two of her Chevy-sponsored  
television shows that ran from 1951 to 1963. 
**As early as the 30s, there was a means of cooling your car 
which was really a portable swamp cooler attached to a  
window. I can remember riding in someone’s car with one of 
these. It nearly froze my right ear, while the rest of the car 
stayed hot. 

Thermidor car cooler.

BECAUSE OF 
COVID, TIMES 

AND DAYS MAY 
VARY, SO WE 

SUGGEST YOU 
CHECK BEFORE 

YOU GO.
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MITCHELL CAVERNS (1) 
Providence Mountains State  
Recreation Area 
Within the Mojave National Preserve 
56 miles west of Needles, 116 miles east 
of Barstow 
 

T
his is not an activity for everyone. It 
is not open very often so if you have 
planned your trip down 66 already, 

it’s a good chance it will be closed when you 
are scheduled to pass by. The tour is not a 
casual stroll, it is a 1 1/2 mile round trip hike 
to and from the cavern entrance and another 
half mile of uneven ground inside.   
Here is what the Park Service wants you 
to know before you go: 
•Make sure to have plenty of water, more 
than you think you would need. 
•Bring food. There is none available at the 
park or within 25 miles. 
•Bring sunscreen and use it. 
•Dress appropriately. Bring layers of  
clothing. The desert can be very warm or very 
cold, and weather patterns can often shift 
within the same day. 
•Wear appropriate shoes for hiking such as 
close-toed shoes. 
•Fill your vehicle’s gas tank. Nearest town 
with amenities is 56 miles away. 
•Know symptoms and treatment of  
dehydration, heat exhaustion and heat stroke. 
•Watch out for snakes, scorpions, spiders 
and other animals. Also be aware that most 
desert plants have thorns or spines for 
defense. 
•Pack a first aid kit and become familiar 
with it. 
•Do not expect to get a spot on a cave tour 
without a reservation. Space is limited and 
tours fill up very quickly. 
•Arrive early. Give yourself plenty of time to 
journey to the park as road conditions are 
primitive and subject to delays. 
•If you have reservations, you must arrive 
and pay for your tour at least 15 minutes 

before it is scheduled to depart. 
•Stay on designated trails. 
•Vegetation that you may encounter 
includes pinon pines, junipers, wildflowers 
(during the spring), Mojave and banana 
yucca, cholla, and barrel cactus. 
•View animals from a respectful distance. 
Never feed or touch wildlife. Do not approach 
or attempt to move sick or injured animals. 
Please report encounters with aggressive, 
sick or injured animals to a park ranger. 
•Wildlife living at Providence Mountains 
Reserve includes bighorn sheep, mountain 
lions, coyotes, bobcats, badgers, antelope 
squirrels and cottontail rabbits. The Caverns 
are home to the rare Townsend’s Big Ear Bat. 
•This area is also home to rattlesnakes. 
While not aggressive, they are venomous. If 
you encounter a rattlesnake maintain a safe 
distance. 
•The location and the natural state of the 
Caverns do not allow for trails to be ADA 
accessible.  
•The Cavern formations create areas as low 
as 62 inches and as narrow as 14 inches. 

If all of this does not dissuade you, 
then here’s what you will find. The 
Providence Mountains State Recreation Area 
contains the oldest rocks in the state park 
system and some of the most spectacular 
limestone caves in all of California. Bizarre 
formations of helictites are seen throughout 
the caves, which take random gravity-defying 
shapes in various directions. Limestone  
formations found include stalagmites,  
stalactites, helictites, lily pads, draperies, 
curtains and cave coral. 

Mitchell Caverns consists of three  
primary caves called "El Pakiva," or the 
Devil's House; "Tecopa”, named for one of the 
last chiefs of the Shoshone Indians; and the 
deep and vertical "Winding Stair Cave," a  
dangerous cavern that is off-limits to the 
general public. 

For many years it was thought that the 
Caverns were no longer "living," which means 
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stalactites and stalagmites were not  
"growing." But heavy rains in recent years 
have brought back signs of life.  

Numerous paleological and  
archaeological finds have been made in and 
around the Caverns such as the remains of 
several prehistoric animals, including a giant 
Shasta Ground Sloth (Nothrotheriops  
shastensis). The caverns were also a sacred 
place for the Chemehuevi Indians, and a 
number of tools and fire pits have been found.   
The Chemehuevi people, a branch of the 
Southern Paiute, lived in the Providence 
Mountains for at least 500 years.  

They migrated into the area about 
1,000 years ago. They call the entrance to the 
Caverns "the eyes of the mountain". 

The Providence Mountains got their 
name from travelers who believed the  
abundant water sources had been “sent from 
providence.” 

The Caverns are named after Jack and 
Ida Mitchell who owned and operated them 
from 1934 to 1954 as a tourist attraction and 
rest stop for travellers on nearby Route 66.  

Jack and Ida Mitchell came to the 
desert from Texas on Route 66 fleeing from 
the Great Depression. They came with a sack 
of beans, a .22 rifle to shoot rabbits,  
determination to stick it out. They knew 
about the caverns that now bear their name 
and, in fact, once they bought the land, Jack 
filed claims but had done no development 
work. They had a vague idea that they might 
be able to develop the caves into a tourist  
attraction and maybe make some kind of living.  

The system is a “walking cave,” with 
two narrow passages but no rappelling or 
belly crawls. A bridge was built over the  
“bottomless pit,” where bats sleep and where 
Jack Mitchell once ended tours after tossing 
in a lighted flare and telling guests it would 
fall to the center of the earth. Mitchell timed 
talks to end with just enough time to throw 
the flare before it went out. 

The area became a state recreation 

area in 1956 and a part of the Mojave 
National Preserve in 1994, but the caves are 
still owned and operated by the state.  

You can see where the Mitchells 
lived—the caverns and park  
headquarters and a visitors center are 
located in the house they built near the 
entrance to the Caverns. 

The park’s recent, roughly $1 million 
upgrade—its first major renovation in 40  
years—includes a new well, water tank,  
septic tank and generator; a trail bridge and 
rebuilt trail; new wiring for cave lighting; 
road and parking lot repairs, plus a visitor’s 
center renovation and other building repairs.  
Tours:  
Information provided by the California 
Dept. of Parks and Recreation   

The tour involves a 1.5 mile strenuous 
roundtrip hike to/from Mitchell Caverns and 
an hour guided tour of the cave.  
Costs:  

Individuals: $10 per adult  $5 per child 
(16 and below)  $9 per senior  
Payment options: Credit card or cash. Note: 
Because of the remoteness of the park, 
CARDS ARE PREFERRED.  
Available Tours:  

•October-May - 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Fridays 
through Sundays (and Holiday Mondays). 
June-September: 10 a.m. Fridays through 
Sundays (including holiday Mondays). Park is 
closed Christmas Day and New Year's Day. 

•Tour Reservations are required. 
Reservations will be taken by phone only on 
Mondays between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m..   

•We accept up to 15 people per tour. 

•You must speak with a staff member to 
make a reservation at (760) 928-2586. 

•Phone messages and emails will not be 
accepted. 
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•For school and group tours, please call  

during reservation hours for more  
information. 

•Do not expect to get a spot on a cave tour 

without a reservation. Space is limited and 
tours fill up very quickly.  
Arrival Instructions: 

Make sure to arrive early. Give  

yourself plenty of time to journey to the park 
as road conditions are primitive and subject 
to delays. 

Reservation holders must arrive and 
pay for their tours at least 15 minutes before 
they are scheduled to depart.  
Upon this writing, the park was closed 
due to a generator failure. No time of 
restoration was given.  

Getting to the caverns is an adventure in itself.

Jack and Ida Mitchell discovered the caverns that bear their name. 

Cave entrance known as “eyes of the mountain “ by the Chemehuevi. 

The Mitchell’s home is now a visitors center.
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19th century pioneers found springs and streams in the mountains and "thanked Divine Providence," resulting in the name of the range.

Attractive and informative nature signs can be found throughout the area.

Visitors center museum. Giant Shasta Ground Sloth.
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Looking out through the cave’s entrance across the Mojave Desert.

Mitchell Caverns are limestone caves that feature a wide variety of formations. 
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GRAND CANYON 

CAVERNS (2) 
13 miles east of Peach Springs AZ at Mile 
Marker 115 on Route 66   

I
 am guessing it was in the mid 1990s 
when Mary Lou and I stopped here after 
visiting Bob Waldmire in Hackberry. 

Bob graciously baked us a loaf of solar bread 
while we discussed the future of the Mother 
Road. As we talked, a ringtail sat on a shelf 
watching us enjoy the bread. The bread was 
very good and plenty for Bob but it was not 
enough for lunch for Mary Lou and me.  
We had also planned to visit Angel 
Delgadillo in Seligman, so after a couple 
of hours, we had to get on our way. 

Although we had seen the signs and 
frontage for the Grand Canyon Caverns 
before, we had never stopped. Our chance 
was coming up—at least to grab a quick 
lunch on our way to Seligman. 

Back then, the restaurant was little 
more than a microwave and condiment  
bottles, so I don’t need to tell you how the 
food was. 

However, in doing my research for this 
article, it quickly became evident that the 
place had matured considerably. I don’t mean 
it is old and rundown, but much more  
developed. I really like to see these kinds of 
improvements along 66. 

The Grand Canyon Caverns grounds 
now include an inn, an RV park, camp-
grounds, a restaurant, a convenience store, a 
gas station and a small runway. 

The backstories behind some of the 
Route 66 tourist caverns are quite similar. In 
the case of the Grand Canyon Caverns, a man 
named Walter Peck is credited with  
discovering the Caverns, literally stumbling 
upon them in 1927 while searching for gold. 
(Of course, since the dawn of man, a varied 
assortment of people and critters inhabited 
the caverns.) After giving up his search, Peck 

decided to try his hand at another path to 
wealth - tourism. So he purchased the 
acreage around the caverns and opened them 
to curious travelers.  

Peck originally named the caverns 
Yampai Caverns then changed it to Coconino 
Caverns, then Dinosaur Caverns. They 
weren’t named Grand Canyon Caverns until 
1962. 

Showing a little Route 66 marketing 
“ingenuity”, he charged 25¢ admission, which 
included a view of a purported caveman and a 
trip down a so-called elevator. (In the 1960s 
the "caveman" was shown to be the remains 
of two Hualapai Native American brothers, 
who had died in the caverns in the winter of 
1917-1918 from influenza.)    
The “elevator” was a 150 foot rope. 
Trusting visitors were tied to one end of 
it and lowered to the bottom of a hole by  
a hand-operated winch.  

These people were expected to provide 
their own light source, usually a kerosene 
lantern. The questionable activity is  
commemorated today by a life size  
assemblage of things titled “Dope on a Rope”.  

In 1935, the Civilian Conservation 
Corps and the Works Progress 
Administration made an agreement with 
Peck to build a new entrance to the Caverns 
if he provided the materials. Then in 1962, 
another entrance was built by blasting a 210-
foot shaft into the limestone and installing a 
bona fide, somewhat safer elevator.  

At that time the natural entrance was 
also sealed off at the request of the Hualapai 
Indians as it was considered a sacred burial 
place. During this process, the skeletal 
remains of a Glossotherium harlani or 
Tongue Beast, an extinct giant ground sloth 
were uncovered. This critter looked very 
much like the Nothrotheriops shastensis or 
Shasta Ground Sloth whose remains were 
found in Mitchell Caverns around 200 miles 
away.  
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An interesting page in the history of 
these caverns was written during the 1962 
Cuban Missile Crisis when the U.S.  
government designated the caverns as a fall-
out shelter, and provided supplies for 2,000 
people. These supplies were never retrieved 
and can still be seen in the caverns.  
You have a choice of 5 Cavern tours:  

•Wild Tour into the newly discovered caves.  

•Short Guided Walking Tour takes 25 
minutes or less depending on participants, for 
those with very limited time.  

•Regular Guided Walking Tour takes 45 
minutes and covers 3/4 mile, departs every 
half hour 

•Explorer Tour goes off the beaten path for 
the more adventurous. 

•Ghost Walk Tour where all participants 
are supplied K2 (EMF) meters to register 
paranormal activity.’ 

•Guided Horseback Tour under the full 
moon, or ride out into the trees for a cowboy 
breakfast, lunch or dinner. 

•Jeep tour to the Colorado River 
includes a box lunch, admission to the 
Hualapai Reservation, the Grand Canyon 
Skywalk or Native American performances or 
wild west entertainment at Hualapai Ranch.   
Lodging:  
The Cavern Room 

If you’re looking for somewhere to stay 
that is truly unusual, you might consider 
spending the night in the Cavern Room. It is 
an underground, fully furnished suite 22  
stories under the earth's surface. It is 200 feet 
wide, 400 feet long with a ceiling 70 feet high. 
The room sleeps up to six people, with two 
double beds and a fold-out queen sleeper sofa. 
Overnight guests check in as the last tour 
groups are leaving and check out as the first 
tours come through in the morning.  

The Caverns Inn 
A 48 unit motel located at the entrance 

of the Grand Canyon Caverns that is  
reminiscent of the Route’s heyday. All rooms 
are ground level with 2 double beds,  
combination tub/shower baths, air  
conditioning, TV, and telephones. The  
facilities include a general store, bar, guest 
laundromat, outdoor swimming pool, picnic 
tables, and children’s play area. 
The Ranch House 

This is a large 3-bedroom, 3 bath, 
detached house adjacent to the Caverns 
building that can sleep 12. It includes 3 large 
couches, a 50 in. big screen TV, a sound bar, 
and Blue Ray player in the living room, TVs 
and Blue Ray players in two other rooms. The 
master bedroom has a queen bed and a wood 
burning fireplace. Bedroom #2 has a queen 
bed. Bedroom #3 has 4 adult bunk beds each 
with a twin bed mattress. There is one full 
bathroom and 2 bathrooms with showers.  
RV & Campgrounds 

The campgrounds include 48 sites with 
water and electrical hookups for RV’s of all 
sizes and special spots surrounded by the  
privacy of full grown trees. These spots do not 
have electrical hookups but they do have  
potable running water. Private flush toilets 
with hot showers are available. RV and  
camping guests have full use of their outdoor 
swimming pool, disc golf course and miles of 
nature trails. ✍  
Dining:  
The Cavern Grotto 

An underground restaurant 200 feet 
down.  

Grand Canyon Caverns Restaurant 
 Comfort food.  

There are two other nice restaurants 
approximately 3 miles from the Caverns.  
https://www.caverninn.com/ 
(928) 422-3223 #1 
info@gccaverns.com 
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Huge sign in keeping with Meremac Caverns’ considerable outdoor advertising.

Depicting the Cavern’s early questionable elevator.

The Grotto is a restaurant 200 ft. underground. The Cavern Room is fully furnished lodging 22 stories down.

Museum and gift shop.
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Story by Frank Gifford of rt66pix.com  
I was in Cimarron County last summer,  
photographing along the Santa Fe Trail. 

 This was part of a straight-line "cutoff" 
notorious for lacking water most of the time. 

Many trail ruts remain from the mid-1800s, 
along with some name carvings on exposed  
rock ledges.  

The land, the epicenter of the Dust Bowl, 
has healed but remains rugged and marginal,  
suitable only for limited grazing in most places. 
Center pivot irrigation allows for some farming in 
the better spots—giant green circles surrounded  
by brown. 

While I am very familiar with Oklahoma 
through Route 66 travel, I suffered from a huge 

misconception. I would have been WAY off  
guessing the state's population loss in the 1930s. I 
would have said they lost 30%...wrong by a factor 
of ten. Chalk my error up to the power of  
black-and-white Dust Bowl imagery from the  
Farm Security Administration photographers!  

I  did things in reverse. I traveled and     
photographed Route 66 before reading 
The Grapes of Wrath or seeing the film. 

I had assumed John Steinbeck's 1939 
novel was largely about Dust Bowl refugees, 
since those images are so dramatic and so 
closely linked to Route 66. Instead to my  
surprise the story opens in extreme eastern 
Oklahoma around Sallisaw, where the  
average annual rainfall is 47 inches (120 cm), 

THE WRATH OF DUST  
THE REST OF THE STORY

A car seems to flee a monstrous 1936 dust storm in the Texas Panhandle. 
(Arthur Rothstein, Farm Security Administration, public domain)
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equal to central Indiana or Ohio. 
Steinbeck tells a far more difficult tale 

this way. The Joads were not victims of the 
Dust Bowl raging 400 miles (650 km) west. 
Overall, the nation's mid-section was affected 
by drought during the 1930s, but most land 
was still producing, at least marginally.  
The Joads were struggling cotton farmers 
evicted during the Great Depression from 
what they considered to be "their" land.  

It was actually mortgaged and owned 
by a bank. 

In the expression of the era, they were 
"tractored out." This is a far more accurate 
summary of what happened in the 1930s. The 

Dust Bowl mainly affected part of the Great 
Plains, but severly depleted prices were 
nationwide. 

Farm incomes collapsed along with 
everything else, and farms had to become 
more efficient to survive. The Roosevelt 
Administration paid land owners to  
modernize with tractors, and that well- 
meaning but misguided policy led to many 
tenant farmers who could not afford a tractor 
being evicted.   
The better-off ones owned a battered 
car—a jalopy.  

Some headed west on Route 66 toward 
a promised land. Or at least a chance to  

Pictured here is the father Arthur and 2 sons of the Coble family who stayed in Oklahoma despite the 
offer of a free trip to California. (Arthur Rothstein, Farm Security Administration, public domain)



24

survive and start over. 
For land owners the math behind  

tractors was simple. Tenant farmers (or even 
poorer sharecroppers) and animals were  
inefficient. They consumed some of the crop, 
needed shelter and wasted land.  
A single horse required five acres a year 
for its own food—more on marginal land. 

Horses worked hard in peak seasons, 
but ate every single day. (Mules consumed 
less but had inferior pulling power and 
frequently had to be teamed.) By one  
measure, a tractor was 18-TIMES more  
efficient than a horse.  

Tractors could operate day and night 

during peak seasons, and didn't require  
anything but simple maintenance, fuel and a 
shed. The farm owner (or a hired hand) could 
sit at the wheel, completely replacing tenant 
families and animal-power.  
Once tenants were evicted, their shacks 
could be knocked down and that land put 
into production.  

Every little bit counts. The Grapes of 
Wrath movie includes dramatic footage of a 
bulldozer pushing over the Joad family home. 

Tractors were adaptable. They could 
pull equipment to plow, spray and fertilize. 
Specific attachments were developed for  
various crops—the major exception was the 

1935-38 Soil Erosion: Hardest hit counties in darkest brown. Route 66 in blue. 
(Adapted from USDA Soil Conservation Service)
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Southern staple of cotton which required 
hand-picking into the 1940s and beyond.  

Cotton was a big part of the problem, 
along with primitive farming practices. Dry, 
submarginal land that never should have 
been broken by a plow was planted with 
crops. Then came a natural drought cycle. 

Twenty counties in Colorado, Kansas, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas were  
hardest-hit by the resulting erosion and dust 
storms during the peak years of 1935-38. 
Morton County, Kansas suffered the worst 
population loss: 47%. Sounds dramatic...but 
that was only 1,906 people. In all, this dark 
brown zone had 152,000 people in 1930 and 

lost 31,000 during the decade. 
We were a nation of 123-million back 

then. So even if all the Dust Bowl victims left 
for California, they would not have been the 
primary factor in the Route 66 Exodus.  
While Dust Bowl photographs and stories 
stick in the mind, the numbers don't lie: 
very few people were very hard as a result 
of the storms.  

Many struggled, stuck it out, moved to 
cities, or doubled-up with family nearby. 
Federal programs helped too, keeping  
families on their land, or providing  
construction jobs for men who sent money 
back home. Some of that work improved 

Water flows seasonally at Trujillo Springs in Cimarron County OK. The foreground shows why this zone should never 
have been plowed, and why the Dust Bowl of the 1930s occurred. (© rt66pix.com)
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Route 66—the bridge above is near Montoya, 
New Mexico. 

Conservation programs, including tree 
planting, helped immensely. So did programs 
that paid farmers for not growing crops on 
submarginal land, thus restoring grasslands 
and raising farm prices.  

The US Census shows for the decade 
Oklahoma lost only 3% 
of its population, 
Kansas 5%. Texas gained 
10%, Colorado 12%, and 
New Mexico 24%. The 
fictional Joads and 
many thousands of real 
"Okies" took to Route 
66. But Oklahoma did 
not "empty out" during 
the 1930s—not even 
close.*  
There is no more  
dramatic human 
scene from the Oklahoma 
 Dust Bowl than the Rothstein photo  
from Cimarron County on page 22.  

It has illustrated American History  
textbooks for generations—but leaves these 
people stranded in time and perhaps leaves 
the wrong impression. 

They were the Coble family, and they 
did not join the Joad family on Route 66.** 
The farmer, Arthur Coble, had wealthy  
relatives in California who offered to pay for 
his family's move there! Instead, he relocated 
just 12-miles away to somewhat better land, 
continued farming with his wife and four  
children, and is buried in Cimarron County. 

The little boy at far right, Darrel, is 
almost three years old in the photograph. He 

too lived out his life in the county as a farmer, 
and is buried there. His son also stayed, as a 
highway department supervisor, and is buried 
there. Many Cobles live in Cimarron County 
to this day...and the land has recovered. 

The Oklahoma Panhandle was the  
epicenter of misery during the Great 
Depression. But the Cobles and others  

gritted their teeth on 
Oklahoma dust and 
remained. 

Fortunately not 
many people lived in the 
hardest-hit area. 

Depressed farm 
prices and the rise of  
mechanized agriculture 
were more important  
factors spread over a  
larger area with a far 
greater population.  

Hard times were 
widely shared,but some 

folks got bigger slice.   
Add in the tale told by the stock market 
and you have one brutal decade.  

The Dow Jones Industrial Average 
plunged 89% from its late-1929 high. It 
cratered in mid-1932 at a closing low of 41.22.  

The decade was capped by the  
ominous rise of Nazi Germany and start of 
World War II in Europe. The US was woefully 
unprepared, and massive economic stimulus 
led to industrialization and full employment. 
Within months, California farm owners were 
complaining they couldn't find seasonal 
laborers—they were all working in defense 
plants around San Francisco Bay and Los 
Angeles. The Great Depression was over. 

This reinforced concrete bridge over a "dry 
wash" near Montoya, NM remains in service 

today. It provided construction jobs and 
helped make Route 66 an all-weather  

highway. (© rt66pix.com) 
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The drought also eventually eased. By 
abandoning the worst land, as the Cobles did, 
ending destructive plowing, and beginning 
conservation programs, the Dust Bowl was 
over too. With occasional rain and snow, the 
region improved to what it was before—and 
remains today—marginal land suitable for 
controlled grazing and, in spots, irrigated 
farming. 

This gully in Cimarron County (along 
the Santa Fe Trail) is fed by an occasional 
spring and appears downright lush. The area 
receives less than half the average  
US rainfall. ✍ 
 
* During the 1930s, Oklahoma City gained more than 
19,000 people, twice what the Oklahoma Panhandle 
lost. While farming suffered, oil and gas production was 
strong. Population increases in Colorado, New Mexico 
and Texas were well outside the Dust Bowl area,  
resulting from urbanization, industrialization, energy 
and mining, plus other factors.  
** Stories and follow‐up images of the Cobles and other 
Dust Bowl icons including "Migrant Mother" are in Dust 
Bowl Descent by Bill Ganzel (University of Nebraska 
Press, 1984). Subsequent information is from obituaries 
accessed on‐line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Gifford has photographed Route 66 and 
other American roads for more than 20-years. 
His site www.rt66pix.com is viewed in 170  
countries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MMaarrttyy  BBlliittsstteeiinn  11994411––22002222     
Treasurer and Membership 
Chairman of the Route 66 

Association of Illinois.  
Marty passed away after a short 
illness at Lightways Hospice in 

Joliet, Illinois on Sunday, 
February 13th. 

His contributions throughout the 
years to the association were 

numerous. Among the highlights 
were revitalizing its membership 
and treasury. He collaborated 

with Betty Estes to facilitate the 
moving of the Hall of Fame from 

the Dixie Truckers’ Home in 
McLean, IL to its current location 
in the old Fire Station in Pontiac. 

Marty ensured that our 
Association thrived by adeptly 
managing the pricing on Motor 

Tours, clothing and events. 
He also proved to be an  

ardent fundraiser.  
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NEW ROUTE 66 VISITORS CENTER 
ANNOUNCED  
Bernalillo County and the City of Albuquerque 
are developing a Route 66 Visitor Center to be 
located at 12200 Central Ave SW (Route 66) 
atop Nine Mile Hill. Plans for the 21,000 square 
foot multipurpose center include a banquet/event 
hall, outdoor amphitheater, Route 66 museum, 
taproom, gift shop, and administrative offices. 
The outdoor areas, including the parking lot, will 
be utilized for a makeshift drive-in theater, car 
shows, and other events. 

The Visitors Center is a community  
driven project led by the Southwest Alliance of 
Neighbors and the West Central Community 
Development Group, who secured public  
financing from state, county and city government 
to make the center a reality. 

The facility is expected to be a catalyst for 
tourism-related businesses along West Central.  

Construction is slated to be complete  
mid-June, with a Grand Opening to be scheduled 
in August.   

Digital fly through: https://youtu.be/9_KuJ17OivA 
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ST. LOUIS: THE FIRST SOCCER  
CAPITOL OF AMERICA  
Story by Kip Welborn. Images provided by the 
author.   

I was lucky enough to be the neighbor of a man 
named George Howell. He was a storyteller, 
like many of the folks you meet at a greasy 

spoon, a watering hole or on a chair outside your 
motel room on Route 66. George lived a good but 
tough life. He was required to live in an  
orphanage up the street from his home because 
there was not enough room in his family's home 
for him. He married his wife Betty, who may have 
been the one person I know who was tougher 
than he was. He and Betty raised two kids, and 
George raised himself up by his own bootstraps. 
Yeah. it was a rough life but George would always 
look at the life he and Betty had and smile. When 
Betty died, he said “she treated me like a KING”.  
George was quite a talker and had a lot of 
stories about the life he lived.  

And one story he loved revisiting over and 
over again was his days playing soccer in St. 
Louis, be it at Fairgrounds Park in North St. Louis 
or on “The Hill”, the home base of St. Louis’ 
Italian community. He had fond recollections of 
playing with players who would become part of 
St. Louis Soccer royalty: Charlie Colombo and 
Frank Borghi, both of whom were players on the 
1950 U.S. Soccer team. To George, soccer was 
not necessarily a civilized sport. He loved soccer 
as much as life itself and played soccer like the 
tough life he lived: he–and the boys on “The Hill” 
and throughout the St. Louis area, played for  
anything, blood included, to win. 
  
Ok, I will admit that I am not necessarily the 
biggest soccer fan.  

And, fortunate or not, there are those 
who flat out do not like the game. For example, 
Senator Jack Kemp, former quarterback for the 
Buffalo Bills, turned his disdain for soccer into a 
geopolitical issue, stating in a 1986 speech to the 

29 Continued on next page...

A new 22,500 seat Major League soccer stadium, dubbed Centene Stadium will open next year a few blocks away 
from City Route 66 and the Chouteau Alignment of Route 66.
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House of Representatives against U.S.  
sponsorship of the World Cup: “I think it is  
important for all those young out there, who  
someday hope to play real football, where you throw 
it and run with it and put it in your hands, a  
distinction should be made that football is democratic, 
capitalism, where soccer is a European Socialist 
sport”.  
While I don’t agree with Congressman 
Kemp, I will say that I have never gotten real 
excited about soccer.  

I have always found it to be slow, and 
never could get used to a game that kept going 
after the clock ran out. Obviously I and 
Congressman Kemp are in the minority, as soccer 

is probably the most popular sport in the world. 
And it has been, and always will be, a very  
popular sport in the city of St. Louis, and was  
certainly popular with my good friend George 
Howell. From soccer’s early days in St. Louis, 
when its independent teams gained national 
recognition, to a group of lads who lived on the 
Hill that helped change the soccer world in 1950, 
to the dynasty built at St. Louis University, to the 
professional teams that have come and gone, St. 
Louis, in spite of its status as a baseball town, a 
football town and a hockey town (and for a brief 
time even a basketball town), is and, since 1881, 
has arguably been the premier soccer town in the 
USA, built from the smallest Catholic school 

Notice the crowded stands - Top: Stix Baer and Fuller (early St. Louis department store sponsor) Soccer Team -
Missouri History Museum - Bottom: Miller Hat Company sponsored Soccer Team - Missouri History Museum
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team to the professional ranks. And St. Louis is 
once again adding to its soccer portfolio by  
building a new stadium for its future Major 
League Soccer franchise, St. Louis City SC, in 
downtown St. Louis. That stadium is located a 
few blocks away from the City Route 66 and the 
Chouteau Alignment of Route 66. And that  
stadium will be built, in the words of the 
Marquette Messenger, “In The First Soccer 
Capital Of America.  
What is it about soccer? 

From a practical perspective, soccer is 
inexpensive, it is easy to play, it is played  
throughout the world and hordes of virulent fans 
crowd stadiums everywhere to watch soccer 
matches. While baseball has the “World Series” 
which involves teams in the United States and 
Canada, the FIFA Soccer World Cup involves 
soccer teams from all over the world, featuring 
countries you have never even heard of. And like 
traveling Route 66, the process of reaching the 
goal in a game of soccer is akin to the journey 
being as important as the destination. As quoted 
in the KETC documentary “A Time For 
Champions, “Soccer is a simple game, a game of 
putting a ball into a net” (aka the destination). But 
there is drama in the attack and determination in 
the defense (aka the journey).  
 The soccer ball does not traverse the field 
towards the goal with the speed of a car down 
the interstate. It glides slowly across the field, 
from player to player, one calculated move after 
another, until the ball finally reaches its  
destination. It could be said that soccer is one 
game where the ball’s journey to the goal is as 
interesting as the destination of the ball crossing 
the goal line.    
You will be hard pressed to find a town 
along Route 66 that embraces the game of 
soccer more than the City of St. Louis.  

The game, by many accounts came to St. 
Louis in 1881. According to the book by David 
Lange, Soccer Made In St. Louis, which is quoted 
extensively in this article, the first game in St. 
Louis was actually played at the Grand Ave.  

baseball field which would eventually become 
Sportsman’s Park, right on Route 66. It was 
referred to as the “blondes vs. brunettes” game. It 
was played by lawyers–the “blonde” team wore 
white uniforms, while the “brunette” team wore  
black. .   
The “blondes vs. brunettes” game was 
played like football but was scored in innings 
like baseball. 

However, one event happened that did not 
occur until midway through the game, an event 
that would revolutionize soccer in St. Louis and 
bring it in sync with soccer around the world: In 
the fifth “inning” of the blondes vs brunettes 
game, it was ruled that the ball could not be 
“picked up and carried”. From that point forward, 
the actual game of soccer would gain a foothold. 

The game of soccer that led to that 
“blondes vs. brunettes” game was brought to St. 
Louis by immigrants, largely from England, 
Ireland and Scotland. The English originally 
named the game that would be “Soccer” in the 
United States to differentiate between two sports 
that split from the original “ English Association 
Football”. When it was decided by The English 
association that the ball could not be carried by 
your hands, some football teams split off and  
continued to carry the ball, and their game 
evolved into the sport of Rugby. The teams that 
kicked, or “socked” the ball, without picking up 
the ball with their hands, evolved into the game 
known as soccer.  

The game’s popularity rose in the United 
States as the level of immigration rose. And St. 
Louis was a major draw for immigrants from 
Europe after the Civil War. Between 1840 and 
1880 the population of St. Louis rose from 35,000 
to 350,000. And it was shortly after the Civil 
War that soccer made its way to St. Louis. 
 Soccer generated immediate interest in St. 
Louis, to the extent that the first soccer league, 
the St. Louis Soccer League, was formed in 1891. 
It is true that immigrants brought the game to the 
United States and St. Louis, and the game 
increased in popularity with the increase in  
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immigration. However, unlike most cities, where 
soccer leagues were composed of teams from 
immigrant organizations or social clubs, initially in 
St. Louis the teams in the St. Louis Soccer 
League were organized by the many Catholic 
churches in St. Louis and, as time went on,  
manufacturing and retail companies, and the 
majority of the players were kids born and raised 
in St. Louis.    
The first team that emerged as a powerhouse 
in the St. Louis Soccer League was named 
not for a business or a church but a street.  

The Kensingtons team, named after the 
Kensington Avenue where many of the players 
lived, was composed of players all born and raised 
in St. Louis. The Kensingtons were the first  
winners of the Soccer League trophy in the  
1889-90 season. 

While the Kensingtons were dominating, 

particularly defensively, they would be surpassed 
in dominance by St. Theresa’s, the first Catholic 
team to win a St. Louis Soccer League 
Championship. They introduced the rough  
physical style that would become prevalent in St. 
Louis Soccer. In one game against the St. Louis 
Cycling Association, John “King” Finnegan, a 
future member of the St. Louis Soccer Hall of 
Fame, was quoted as saying “I’d say we used our 
fists as much as we used our feet, but that is what 
made soccer an interesting game”.  

Between the 1890’s and 1918 several 
teams took control of the St. Louis Soccer 
League and built up St. Louis Soccer, and would 
lead to their inclusion in the US Soccer 
Federation, which for most of its tenure has been 
known as U.S. Soccer and is the official governing 
body for soccer in the United States to this day. 
Interestingly enough, the U.S. Soccer Federation 
originated as the U.S. Football Association in 

1934 World Cup St. Louis Team Missouri - History Museum.
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1913. Its founder was one Tom Cahill. Cahill 
resided in St. Louis from 1871-1911. It was here 
that Cahill developed a love of soccer and a love 
of organization. He returned to New York in 1911, 
where he not only established the U.S. Football 
Association, but also set up the first National 
Soccer League and was the first individual to 
induce teams from foreign countries to come to 
the US. Though soccer had been around for 50 
years, Cahill is widely recognized as the Father of 
American Soccer. 

Before moving back to New York, Cahill 
started influencing the St. Louis soccer world, 
organizing his own team, the Shamrocks, which 
won City Championships in 1899 and 1900. He 
also brought an all star team from England, the 
Pilgrims, to play in St. Louis as well as other cities 
in the US and Canada. The Pilgrims provided an 
education to the teams that played in St. Louis. 
While St. Louis teams held their own against 

each other, against the seasoned Pilgrims they 
were no match. According to Lange’s book, they 
won their matches by a combined score of 47-2. 
The Pilgrims short passing game was  
incorporated by many St Louis teams and their 
more gentlemanly approach to the game further 
invigorated soccer in St. Louis.   
By 1909, when the Pilgrims returned, St 
Louis, according to Lange, boasted 12 soccer 
leagues, more than any other city in the 
United States.  

And these teams were organized by 
churches such as St. Leo’s, who won the St. 
Louis Soccer League in 1909 and by businesses 
such as the Miller Hat Company. And their play 
led to St. Louis’ participation in the U.S. Open 
Cup.  

The U.S. Open Cup is the oldest soccer 
competition in the United States, and was the 

Continued on next page...

1959 St. Louis Billikins Championship Team (‘Billikin’ is a mythical  character created in 1908 as the mascot for St. Louis University.)



first soccer tournament that teams nationwide 
could play in. The first team from St. Louis that 
made it to the U.S. Open Cup was the team 
sponsored by the Miller Hat Company, which 
won league championships between 1915-1918 
(these after the St. Louis Soccer League merged 
with the new St. Louis Association Football 
League) and went on to enter U.S. Cup  
competition in 1920, actually making it to the U.S. 
Open Cup finals in 1926.   
The Miller Hat teams, unlike other teams in 
the St. Louis Association Football League, 
fielded a team of entirely St. Louis based 
players, while other teams brought in  
players from overseas.  

In the 1930’s it was the team sponsored by 
Stix, Baer and Fuller, an old department store 
chain that would eventually sell out to Dillards. 
On a side note, if you love the Blues, you should 
visit the National Blues Museum located on the 
ground floor of the old Stix, Baer and Fuller  
flagship store (located at 615 Washington in 
downtown St. Louis). After your visit, take in 
some awesome Sweetwater Bar-B-Que next 
door!  

Back to Soccer: Stix Baer and Fuller would 
go on to dominate soccer in St. Louis in the early 
1930’s, a decade in which a St. Louis based team 
made it to the U.S. Open Cup finals every year 
between 1932 and 1937. Stix Baer and Fuller won 
the title game in 1933 and 1934. The St. Louis 
Central Breweries, by that name and as the St. 
Louis Shamrocks (not the team that Cahill set up 
earlier in the century), won the U.S. Cup Title 
between 1935 and 1937. The team sported three 
players that would appear on the U.S World cup 
team in 1934. Bill McLean, and hall of famers Billy 
Gonsalves and Werner Nilsen. According to 
Lange’s book, between 1920 and 2008 teams 
from St. Louis won over 80 U.S. Open Cup, 
Amateur and Junior Cups and Junior National 
Championships. 

And the games played in St. Louis were 
immediate attractions for thousands of soccer 
fans. That first Blondes vs Brunettes game 

brought in 1,2000 fans to the amphitheater con-
structed on Grand Ave. (Route 66). Most of the 
semipro games brought in at least a thousand fans 
and the teams that played the Pilgrims drew 
10,000 or more. The number of teams and the 
popularity of the sport created a problem as to 
where to play games. Teams played in vacant lots 
throughout the city when they were not being 
used by other sports teams–locations like 
Sportsman’s Park, home of the St. Louis 
Cardinals.   

On Natural Bridge Rd at Vandeventer 
(right on Route 66) stood Robison Park, which 
was not only the home for the St. Louis Cardinals 
baseball team from 1893 to 1920, it was also the 
situs for several big games as was Kulage Park 
located a mile North. However, it took Dwight 
Davis, then St. Louis Parks Commissioner, and 
former tennis star, to appoint personnel to  
earmark fields in St. Louis Parks for use by soccer 
teams and to create a mechanism for all the 
teams to utilize the playing fields effectively. This 
is what led to the establishment of the Municipal 
Soccer League.  

St. Louis, as did every place else, took a 
hiatus during the depression and World War Two 
but came back postwar with a vengeance. And in 
the history of St. Louis soccer what came to pass 
in 1950 would result in St. Louis’ contribution to 
one of the greatest upsets in World Cup Soccer 
History.  
As mentioned, in St. Louis there is a  
neighborhood called “The Hill”.  

It was once part of the western fringe of 
the city of St. Louis, part of the Charles Gratiot 
League Square granted by the Spanish Territorial 
Government. In Eleanor Berra Marfisi’s book on 
the Hill (The Hill: Its History, its Recipes),  
quoted extensively in this article, the area known 
as The Hill was deemed a wasteland until  
valuable clay deposits were discovered there in 
the 1830’s. This led to the development of terra 
cotta, brick and clay industries which, in turn, 
were a draw for immigrants, particularly from 
Italy, coming to St. Louis.  
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As these industries were developing, 
immigrants from Italy were flooding this country. 
The coal mines in Illinois were also a draw 
because it was an industry that many Italian 
immigrants were familiar with. This was an area 
that the city of St. Louis had essentially left 
behind, an area without paved roads without 
buildings, an area, quoting the grandchild of one 
resident, where “When it rained, it was difficult to 
walk in the mud, so they stretched wood planks 
across the dirt roads”.   
In no other place in St. Louis did the 
Catholic Church play such an instrumental 
role as it did on the Hill.  

In 1907, according to Elenor Berra Marfisi, 
Father Cesare Spigardo, regional priest for the 
Italian Catholic churches in St. Louis, took a  
sympathetic ear to the plight of the residents of 

the Hill and called upon a Father Carotti, then  
living in Italy, to minister to the Hill community.  
Not only did Father Carotti provide  
spiritual guidance, he also encouraged  
residents of The Hill to tackle its many 
problems on their own, with determination 
and fervor.  

And his guidance helped the residents of 
the Hill build a community. Homes were built. 
Streets and sidewalks were built in front of those 
homes. Plumbing and electric services were 
installed in those homes. And as these  
improvements took place, between 1900 and 
1920, mercantile establishments, including shoe 
repair shops, bakeries, grocery stores, drugstores, 
dry goods and furniture stores opened on the Hill.  

And among the businesses that opened on 
the Hill were restaurants which would serve up 
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the best Italian food to be found anywhere in the 
U.S. The first of the great Italian Restaurants on 
the Hill was Ruggeri’s, opened in 1904.  Ermina 
Ruggeri opened the establishment, lit with gas 
lights. Rugerri’s managed to survive Two World 
Wars, the Great Depression, and the influx of 
restaurants into the neighborhood before it finally 
closed in the 1980’s. During its tenure it drew as 
employees two of St. Louis’s most famous non 
soccer athletes, Joe Garagiola and Yogi Berra. 
Joe’s brother Mickey would take over for his 
brother, and would eventually become the maitre 
d at what was arguably St. Louis’ most famous 
restaurant, Tony’s. Ruggeri’s opened the door to a 
wide variety of great Italian restaurants, from 
Charlie Gittos, to Giovannis, to Cunettos, to Zias, 
to my personal favorite, Favazzas, located at 5201 
Southwest Avenue in St. Louis.  

The Hill, which produced some resilient 
people, some great restaurants, and one if not 
two of the most famous baseball players that ever 
lived, produced a group of soccer players which 
would be part of one of the 1950 U.S. National 
Team that defeated England 1-0 at the World Cup 
Tournament in Brazil, a victory that was  
considered, at the time, to be the biggest upset in 
World Cup Soccer history. 

And all this started on the Hill with one 
Joe Causino, who became the recreation director 
for the Southside YMCA in 1925. “Uncle Joe”, as 
he was known to the kids on The Hill, would 
build a sports program at the YMCA that would 
be open to every boy on The Hill. Causino would 
organize soccer teams by street, turning what 
were street gangs into teams. These teams would 
play on the various places on the Hill. What 
Causino’s programs did was teach the players not 
only the game but the value of teamwork, hard 
work, and aspirations.  
 
These life lessons influenced some of the 
greatest athletes this country has ever 
known, including Yogi Berra and Joe 
Garagiola.  

It would also produce four soccer players 
who would go on to bring fame not only to St. 

Louis but to the United States at the World Cup:  
Frank “Pee Wee” Wallace, Gino Pariani, Charlie 
Columbo, and Frank Borghi. 

I remember my neighbor, George Howell’s 
stories about Charlie Columbo, basically that 
George knew he had a good game when he made 
it through without being knocked senseless by 
Columbo, one of the greatest center backs ever 
to play the game.   
What made him great was his ruthless desire 
to win by whatever means were necessary.  

In the words of fellow world cup player 
Harry Keough, who was also on the World Cup 
Team, “When I played Charlie, I knew I could not 
play center as well because Charlie was brutal. He 
would go after players and had no problem literally 
attacking them’. A player with St. Ambrose (the 
main Catholic Church on the Hill) said, “if you 
were a forward and you saw a ball coming at you, 
you kind of halfway looked over your shoulder and 
said to yourself ‘where’s Charlie’ because you knew 
he was going to make contact with you somewhere 
down the line.” Columbo would be battered and 
bruised after each game, and each game he went 
out to win. Like so many, Columbo was a Saint off 
the field, always kind to his friends, an artist and a 
philanthropist. In the words of Dave Lange, 
Columbo was “ riddle wrapped in a mystery inside 
an enigma.” 

And then there was Frank Borghi, whose 
boyhood home is memorialized on Marconi Ave. 
on the Hill in St. Louis. Frank was born in April of 
1925 and in his early years wanted to follow in 
Yogi's footsteps. He apparently made it to AA 
Baseball. Scouts courted him. Apparently one 
scout who visited Borghi at his home was run off 
by Borghi's mother who proclaimed he (Borghi) 
would stay at home with her forever.  

Frank Borghi was going to make baseball 
his career, then came World War II. Borghi was a 
well decorated medic in World War II, earning a 
bronze star and a purple heart for his service. 
During his tenure it is rumored that announcer 
Jack Buck was stationed in the same area and 
that Borghi treated him while a medic. 
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After the war, Borghi came back to St. Louis 
where he drove a hearse for a living.  

He also decided to take up soccer full time. 
He originally played center but felt he had no skills 
that would allow him to excel at that position. 
One thing that he did have was a good set of large 
hands. Hence he would become goalie. He drove 
a hearse to make ends meet and became the 
goalie for the Simpkins Ford team, joining Charlie 
Columbo and Pee Wee Wallace. Collectively the 
Simpkins Ford team brought soccer prominence 
back to St. Louis, winning the U.S. Open Cup in 
1948 and then in 1950.  

Then there was Harry Keough. Born in 
1927, Keough was not raised on The Hill; his 
home being South St. Louis near Carondelet 
Park, where he grew up playing sports with the 

Hispanic residents in the neighborhood. He  
participated in numerous sports before settling on 
soccer, playing for the St. Louis Schumachers, a 
team that won the St. Louis championship leading 
them to the U.S. Junior Soccer Cup. He joined 
the Navy in 1946, and played soccer in San 
Francisco before returning to St. Louis. He 
became a postal worker, but on weekends played 
for the Paul Schulte soccer team, which later 
became the Kutis Funeral Home Soccer team. 
Kutis, with Keough’s participation would win one 
U.S. Open Cup and 4 National Amateur cups, 5 
of the 8 National Championship clubs that 
Keough participated with. He would not only win 
with his play with Kutis but also with his  
leadership, actually running practices and making 
substitutions. This would come to benefit him 
when he took over as coach for the St. Louis 
University Billikens.   
His play, as well as the play of Charlie 
Columbo and Frank Borgi was not lost on 
Walter Giesler, who was the president of the 
U.S. Soccer Association and who was also a 
native St. Louisian. 

Giesler coached local teams and had a 
strong knowledge of how great soccer play was in 
St. Louis, and knew a lot of the players in St. 
Louis who excelled at the game. As such, he 
chose Keough as well as six other St. Louisians for 
the 1950 U.S. World Cup Soccer Team. Giesler 
coached not only the 1948 U.S.Olympic soccer 
team, he also coached the 1950 U.S. World Cup 
Soccer team.  

The 1950 world cup was the first world 
cup played after World War II. The host country 
was Brazil. Challenging the U.S. were the  
powerhouses of the soccer world, including 
England, the top ranked team in the world. The 
U.S lost their first game in the 1950 World Cup, 
but then came the game vs. England. Quoting 
Keough in a KETC documentary “A Time For 
Champions”: “If we give them a good hard game, 
and make them work hard to win, it would have 
satisfied me personally”. Quoting Borghi, goalie for 
the U.S. team, from the same documentary:  
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“I was hoping to hold them to four to five goals at 
best; our chances of winning were weak. 
Oddsmakers had chances of England winning at 
500 to one. However, the captain for the U.S. Team, 
Walter Burr from Philadelphia, had something 
prophetic to say before the game: ‘NEVER walk 
onto the field thinking there is no reason that you 
cannot win this game’.” 

And amazingly enough, the U.S. team 
walked onto the field in Rio De Janeiro to face the 
English, the country that had allegedly invented 
soccer 500 years before. Frank Borghi, who 
thought it would be a moral victory if the English 
scored only 4-5 goals, made it through the entire 
game as goalie without allowing a single goal. 
Offensively, 38 minutes into the game, Joe 
Gaetjens, a Haitian native who played for the 
United States, scored the lone goal of the game. 
Charlie Columbo almost gave the English a gift 
late in the game with an errant tackle, but divine 
intervention took its hand with the Italian umpire 
ruling that Columbo’s tackle was a good hit.  

The U.S. would lose to Chile in their next 
game 5-2 and would then be out of the World 
Cup. However, According to Don Flynn of the 
U.S. Soccer Federation, “The U.S Soccer team had 
established its place in the lore of organized sports, 
pulling off one of the biggest upsets of all time in any 
sport.” 

And Harry Keough would eventually help 
create the next chapter of St. Louis soccer  
history, that being the dynasty of the St. Louis 
University Soccer Billikens. St. Louis University is 
a large Jesuit University located on Grand Blvd. in 
St. Louis, a few blocks away from where the  
original alignment of Route 66 turns onto Delmar 
Blvd. Soccer did not become a varsity sport at St. 
Louis University until 1959 (it was a club sport 
prior to that). Also in that year, the NCAA  
sponsored the first NCAA Soccer Tournament to 
select the National Champion in NCAA Soccer.  
In 1958, Bob Stewart, a former star player 
for Syracuse University, became athletic 
director at St. Louis University.  

At this time soccer at St. Louis University, 

like at many other universities, was a “club 
sport”, not a part of any particular league. 
Stewart contacted one Bob Guelker about  
starting up a varsity soccer team at St. Louis 
University. Guelker was the Executive Secretary 
of the Catholic Youth Council for the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis. Interestingly enough, Guelker never 
played soccer; however, by being the head of the 
Catholic Youth Council he knew a lot about the 
soccer leagues in St. Louis and who the good 
players were, and he had organizational skills that 
allowed him to create a functioning soccer team 
despite knowing little about the game. He started 
a club team at St. Louis University which would 
play a team of all star midwestern players, many 
of whom were from then powerhouse Michigan 
State, at Fairgrounds Park on November 29, 
1958. The upstart Billikens, a team composed 
entirely of St. Louisians, were able to easily  
dismantle their elite opponents winning 5-0. 

The success of the club team led St. Louis 
University to establishing a varsity team that 
would compete in Division 1 NCAA soccer. The 
team was given a budget that gave new meaning 
to the term “paltry”, basically affording the  
soccer team meals. As such, those that chose to 
play for St. Louis University really wanted to play 
for St. Louis University and play the tough game 
that St. Louisians were taught to play since the 
days of the Kensington’s team. That “tough 
game” led the Billikens to outscore their  
opponents 71 to 10 in the 1959 season.   
And that “tough game” passed down by 
their St. Louis soccer forefathers, led to the 
creation of a soccer dynasty. 

Between 1959 and 1974 the St. Louis 
University Billikens won 10 NCAA 
Championships, including the first  
championship game ever played against the 
University of Bridgeport at Memorial Stadium in 
Storrs Connecticut. They won the game 5-2 with 
excellent performances by All American Jack 
Dueker, as well as Tom Trost. Jerry Knobbe and 
Dan Range. En route they defeated tournament 
favorite University of San Francisco and the City 



39 Continued on next page...

College of New York, both of which overlooked 
St. Louis University as a “pit stop” on their way to 
the finals.  

Of the years Guelker coached the 
Billikens, the Billikens won the National 
Championship in 1960, 1962, 1963, and 1965. In 
1960 the team went 14-1, outscored their  
opponents 71-11, and defeated the University of 
Maryland in the championship. In 1962 the team 
went undefeated and defeated the University of 
Maryland 4-3. In 1963, the team went 13-1, 
scored 94 goals and defeated the Naval Academy 
in the championship game. The 1963 season was 
also significant because of the introduction of 
midfielder Pat McBride, who would become as 
great a fixture to soccer in St. Louis as Stan 
Musial was a fixture to baseball. He provided the 
assists and forward Carl Gentile scored the goals, 
and contributed to three NCAA soccer  
championships.  
The 1965 season was the greatest season in 
St. Louis University’s run.  

The team lost all but three of their 
starters. In addition, according to the KETC  
special, other teams saw the Billikin’s success with 
St. Louis players and started recruiting from St. 
Louis. In 1965, despite their shortcomings, the 
Billikins managed an undefeated 14-0 season. 
They played Michigan State in the Championship 
game, a team that sported 8 St. Louisians. 
Michigan State had been a soccer powerhouse for 
quite some time, participating in 19 NCAA  
tournaments. However, they were not good 
enough to beat the Billikens in the Championship 
game 1-0. 

The 1966 Season marked the end of the 
Guelker era at St. Louis University. Into his shoes 
stepped St. Louis soccer legend Harry Keough. 
After the 1950 World Cup game, Keough played 
for the 1952 U.S. Olympic team and received 17 
caps (cap being the award given for playing in 17 
international games in his national team career). 
Keough also appeared in the Olympic Games of 
1952 in Finland and the 1956 Olympic games in 
Australia. He won U.S. Open Cup medals with 
St. Louis Kutis in 1954 and 1957 and U.S. 

Amateur Cup medals with the St. Louis Raiders 
in 1952, plus six more with Kutis between 1956 
and 1961. After a stint in the Army, he came 
home to coach Florissant Valley Community 
College. It was from there that he moved on to 
coach St. Louis University. 

It took one season for Keough to get the 
Billikens back to the championship game, and in 
1969 they were once again undefeated and 
topped the season off with a shutout of the 
University of San Francisco, a team that in 1959 
they were shocked to lose to.   
They were undefeated again in 1970, defeating 
UCLA in the championship game 1-0.  

The Billikens defeated UCLA again in the 
championship game in 1972 and ended their 
dynastic run by again defeating UCLA 2-1 in two 
overtimes. Keough would go on to win NCAA 
Championships in 1969, 1970, 1972 and 1973. 
Keough followed the time honored tradition of so 
many other coaches and organizers in the St. 
Louis area: he learned the players he recruited 
from the St. Louis area, and he used his coaching 
skills to teach them to play together.  

During St. Louis’s 14 year dominance of 
college soccer, Billikens players won the Hermann 
Trophy (established in 1967 and awarded to the 
top collegiate soccer player) five consecutive 
years. These Billiken teams produced 50 all 
Americans, 10 olympians and 3 world cup players. 
More importantly, as set forth on a marker on the 
St. Louis University campus, “In the history of 
men’s collegiate soccer, there is no dynasty that 
rivals the impressive records set by the St. Louis 
Billikens, built in large part by players from the St. 
Louis area.” 

The Billiken’s success coincided in time 
with the introduction of professional soccer to St. 
Louis. In 1960, Attempting to capitalize on the 
popularity of team sports spawned by the  
outreach of television, one Billy Cox founded the 
International Soccer League in 1960. It paired a 
US team off against teams from around the 
world. While it only lasted five years, by its  
exposure it did spawn an interest in soccer in this 
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country, as evidenced by the spike in popularity in 
the U.S. World Cup (one which the U.S. did not 
even participate in, but one that the English  
manage to win on their home turf).  

The ground laid by the International league 
combined with the popularity of the 1966 world 
cup resulted in the founding of the North 
American Soccer League. St. Louis received one 
of the first franchises, the St. Louis Soccer Stars, 
one of 16 teams in the new league. The Stars first 
draft pick was St. Louis Billikens standout Pat Mc 
Bride, who played for the Stars from 1968 through 
1976.  
The Soccer Stars, like the local teams and 
the Billikens, played mostly American  
players and a lot of players from the St. 
Louis area.  

However, the Soccer Stars did not create 
any dynasties during their existence. They did  
finish first twice in their division over their 18 
years but never made it past the semifinals. They 
started out playing at Busch Stadium, home for 
the St. Louis Baseball and Football Cardinals, but 
ended their tenure playing at Francis Field at 
Washington University. The Stars and most of 
the other NASL teams were overshadowed by 
the New York Cosmos, who obtained soccer star 
Pele in 1975.  The league and the Stars did have 
some successful years and managed to have 
games covered on all three national networks. 
Unfortunately, over time the league succumbed 
to overspending and competition from a new 
league, the Major Indoor Soccer League.  

The Major Indoor Soccer League fielded 
teams off and on between 1979 and 2013. The 
initial incarnation was between 1979 and 1992. 
While a traditional outdoor soccer field is 120 
yards long by 80 yards wide, an indoor soccer 
field is 200 FEET long by 85 feet wide. The 
smaller size of the field makes for faster play and 
makes the game more interesting to more  
marginal soccer fans.  

St. Louis fielded one of the inaugural MISL 
teams, the St. Louis Steamers. The Steamers 
lasted from 1979 to 1988. During their tenure 

they won three Division championships but no 
league championships. In their last season they 
finished 20 games below .500 before they folded. 
However, they did field some of the league's best 
players, including goalie Slobo Ilijevski, Don Ebert 
and Tony Glavin.   
But the fan favorite was Daryl Doran, who 
would play more games than any player in 
Major Indoor Soccer League History.  

Doran, like so many players that found 
notoriety on a St. Louis soccer field, was born 
and raised in St. Louis. He played Soccer at CBC 
High School in St. Louis County MO. He 
enrolled at St. Louis University, but in his 
Freshman year was drafted by the Steamers, and 
turned pro.  

Of his 23 years playing Indoor Soccer, he 
played all but one year with every Indoor Soccer 
team in St. Louis, from the Steamers, to the 
Storm, to the Ambush to short lived St. Louis 
Illusion. He would then move on to coaching, 
coaching a later version of the St. Ambush to St. 
Louis Soccer’s one professional championship in 
1995. Duran may not have been the Stan Musial 
of soccer but he was every bit as tough as Charlie 
Columbo. He had arthritis at an early age but 
played through that and two decades of playing a 
sport where you took a beating from opponents 
and the boards he got slammed into on a regular 
basis. Finally at the age of 42, with a disintegrated 
ACL, Duran decided it was time to call it a day. 
Duran epitomized the tough resilience of those 
who played soccer in St. Louis, and for that the 
St. Louis soccer faithful loved him.  

Professional soccer will soon field another 
soccer team in St. Louis, this time in the MLS 
(Major League Soccer). The MLS, currently the 
largest professional soccer league in this country, 
commenced play in 1996. Though the MLS had 
its own bumps in the road, it gained a following in 
part through allowing the signing of superstars 
such as David Beckham and the construction of 
soccer specific stadiums. MLS now has 25 teams 
and has the fourth highest average attendance 
among professional sports leagues in this country. 
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St. Louis’ newest professional team, St. Louis 
City SC, will begin play with the 2023 season in a 
new 22,000 seat soccer specific stadium just west 
of downtown St. Louis.  

And so for the first time there will be a  
stadium, a palace, where soccer will be played in 
St. Louis, not as a tenant in another sports  
stadium. And soccer will be played on a national 
stage, not just on sandlots in front of the adoring 
soccer faithful that were able to enjoy the play of 
all the great soccer players that St. Louis has  
produced over the years.   
Thing is, St. Louis did not need a palace and 
the largest currently recognized soccer 
league to qualify this great 66 community as 
a soccer town.  

St. Louis accomplished this street by 
street, parish by parish, neighborhood by  
neighborhood. St. Louis cultivated leadership 
which created the game, players that shaped the 
game and made a World Cup victory possible, a 
University that created a dynasty, and perhaps 
most importantly, a toughness and resilience that, 
contrary to Jack Kemp’s theorizing, contributed 
an edge to the game that brings it a little bit closer 
to the professional football that it is so often  
differentiated from. However, that little bit of 
edge doesn’t take away from the fact that the 
game of soccer puts more emphasis on the  
journey of the ball to its destination than the rapid 
fire movement down the field to the destination 
itself. So St. Louis is not only a soccer town, it is a 
Route 66 town, and its game, like the Route that 
passes through this great city, is as much about 
the journey as it is about the destination. ✍    
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STANDARD OIL STATIONS ON 
ROUTE 66: Part Two  
Story by Mark Potter. Images provided by the author.  
As reported in Part One of this series, Standard, 
founded by John D. Rockefeller in 1870 was one of 
three brands of gasoline with service stations in all 
eight states along Route 66 during the route’s heyday 
period from 1926 to 1960. However, Standard-brand 
gasoline was sold through two very different companies.   

Those companies were formed following the 
government-ordered 1911 breakup of the     
original Standard Oil Company into many 

regional companies. The two entities of that name 
found along Route 66 were Standard Oil of California, 
which flew that Standard Oil banner in the states of 
California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas. The other 
company, Standard Oil of Indiana, was outlined in Part 
One of this series in the previous issue of Federation News.  
Standard Oil of California generally marketed its 
products under the Chevron brand name 
throughout most of its history following the 
adoption of a Chevron-shaped logo in the 1930s. 

Products sold through Standard/Chevron  
stations included Chevron and Chevron Supreme  
gasolines, RPM and Delco motor oils, and Atlas tires, 
batteries and accessories. 

The company marketed gasoline and oil  

products through both company-owned and dealer-
operated service stations with the former operating as 
Standard Stations and the latter as Chevron Dealers, 
though both groups of stations sold the same products 
and had a uniform appearance in a red, white and blue 
color scheme. Pumps were red for Chevron Gasoline 
(regular-grade) and blue for Chevron Supreme  
(premium-grade). Also from 1959 to 1970, the  
company marketed a super-premium grade of gasoline 
called Chevron Custom Supreme, which came in a 
white pump.  
Slogans such as “The Sign of the Chevron” and 
“We Take Better Care of Your Car” where popular 
promos used in company advertising for many 
years.  

Standard/Chevron stations were a common 
sight all along Route 66 from Shamrock, TX to the 
western end of Route 66 in Santa Monica, CA. In  
addition to the sale of gasoline, motor oil and other 
automotive needs, Standard/Chevron stations were 
known for their white uniformed attendants who  
serviced customers and for their clean restrooms. Free 
travel information including local, state and regional 
road maps were also offered. In addition, at any 
Standard/Chevron station there were forms for travel 
aids through Chevron’s touring service in San 
Francisco.These were mailed to requesting customers 
including marked maps, highway logs with points of 
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interest, and local/regional information on tourist 
attractions, campsites, national parks, forests, hotels 
and motels. 

One of the best-known Standard/Chevron  
stations along Route 66 for many years was the 
sprawling station/restaurant/gift shop complex at 
Clines Corners, NM, which has been in business since 
1934. Clines Corners originally sold Conoco gasoline 
before switching to Gulf in the 1940s and then to 
Chevron from the mid-1950s until the late 2000s when 
it switched back to Conoco and then to Phillips 66.  

Another well-known Chevron/Standard  
station along Route 66 was located at the Summit Inn 
which was moved in 1966 to the top of Cajon Pass in 
the tiny Route 66 town of Oak Hills, California. Its 
roots actually began in 1928 at a nearby location. It was 
a very popular stop for travelers serving some of the 
best road food along the Mother Road. Unfortunately, 
it met a sad end on August 16 when a wildfire burned it 
to the ground. The owner of the location claims he will 
rebuild an identical inn, but no progress is evident, yet.  
Today, the oil company still exists as the Chevron 
Corporation and still has service stations in each 
of those four states along with other states in the 
western and southern U.S.  

In addition to the Chevron stations, the  
company also operates Texaco service stations in many 

areas. Both brands’ gasolines feature the additive 
Techron, which is said to keep engines clean and free of 
deposits that could lead to reduced performance and 
fuel economy. Texaco, another brand which once had 
service stations in all eight states along Route 66, was 
merged with Chevron in 2001 as one of several large oil 
company mergers during that timeframe which also 
included Exxon and Mobil; BP and Amoco; and 
Conoco, Phillips 66 and Union 76. ✍  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Potter of Vernon, Texas is a newspaper 
reporter who has researched and traveled most of 
Route 66. He has developed a vast collection of 
collectibles including vintage road maps, postcards 
and other items pertaining to The Mother Road and 
he is a regular contributor to the Oklahoma Route 
66 Museum in Clinton. Potter has also staged 
collectibles displays at various Route 66 events 
including many of the International Festivals.

Standard’s road maps transformed from simply 
maps into travel aids. 
Left to right: 1934 Standard Oil map of 
Arizona: This 1966 Standard/Chevron Arizona 
map brought a change in front cover design as 
photography replaced color illustrations; 1964 
Chevron Central and Western map was custom-
made through Chevron's travel service upon 
request by customers who sent in mail-in forms. 
It was included in a packet that also contained  
information about local and regional tourist  
attractions as well as campsites, national parks, 
forests, hotels and motels; 1947 map of 
California illustrates a regional point of interest 
and includes logos of Chevron Supreme 
Gasoline and RPM Motor Oil. Customer pencil 
notes list 4 different California locations and 
their mileage; 1939 Standard Oil travel booklet 
of the Western United States shows early use of 
Chevron symbol that would soon become the 
company's primary trademark.


