
W 174 Common Worship and Church Schools
The Full Lectionary

At first glance the idea of developing a lectionary can seem quite straightforward. However, the selection
of scripture even for the simplest of occasions can be problematic. In an average class a school year will
have seen, for various children; joy at the birth of siblings, special family occasions, divorce, death, new
academic challenge, new house etc. In short everything that can happen to an adult in the space of a year.
Readings must allow for life without necessarily dwelling on it at the same time they must be true to the
Biblical narrative without passages being taken out of context or without consideration of the setting of a
passage. Does the exhortation, ‘You who fear the Lord, praise him!’ (Ps. 22: 23) make sense unless you
consider the opening verse of the psalm, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’

That said the task must be taken and I suggest that the following principles must underpin the creation of
an appropriate lectionary. These are not in any order of priority.

Faithfulness to the church's year
Faithfulness to scripture
Less is more
Cultural context
The opportunity for teaching in RE
Translation/accessibility
The skill of the listener
The skill of the reader
Where possible try to use self-contained passages and stories

 

The following lectionary is built around year B, All Saints tide 2002 to All Saints tide 2003.This is the
lectionary we will be using as the companion Grove booklet W174 goes to print.The lectionary states the
main Thursday reading and the suggested lectio divina for class worship.It takes into account some of the
wonderful thematic material from the New Patterns for Worship (November 2002) and seeks to
demonstrates how an appropriate lectionary, faithful to church and locality can be put together.

The prologue to this lectionary is Bible Sunday. (This year 27 October). This can cause some difficulties
because of half term, but if we take the principle of marking out a day for the Bible we could mark out a
week for the Bible in school in which we teach pupils and staff the Christian new year is about to start.
We can explain that the main part of the Bible to be read is the Gospel of St Mark and use prayer and
songs to thank God for the Bible. Schools and churches can be as creative with this week as they wish.
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The key to the readings is:

1. Where possible they will mirror the reading from the Sunday before i.e. the start of the Christian
week not the week to come.

2. Two readings are given. The main reading to be used on a Thursday and the shorter Lectio Divina
reading for use in class worship or at any other time during the school week.

3. Explanatory footnotes are given where the lectionary departs from these simple guidelines.
4. Topics are suggestions of what may be usefully pursued in worship. The three considerations are (a)

the Church’s year; (b) the needs of the pupils in terms of Christian education; (c) issues that might
be around in the life of the school i.e. group commemoration, celebration, sadness etc.
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Date Season Readings Topic/Talk/Activity
November 1st All Saints Matthew 5: 1-121

Matthew 5: 1,2
Listening to Jesus

7th Bible Week (T/f’d from
w/c 27th Oct. because of

All Saints

Mark 1: 9-122

Hebrews 4: 12a3
Who was Mark?

14th Ordinary Time Psalm 149: 1-5 
Psalm 149: 1

Learn a new song or refresh an
Advent song.

21st Ordinary Time Psalm 89: 
1-4 Psalm 89: 20

As above

28th Advent 14 Mark 13: 24-28 
Mark 13: 26

What does Son of Man mean? God
is bigger than the world.

December 5th Advent 2 Mark 1: 1-8
Mark 1: 6

What funny characters God uses.
What does the Holy Spirit look
like?

12th Advent 3 John 1: 6-8 
John 1: 8

What does it mean to speak about
Jesus? Darkness & light in our
world.5

19th Advent 4 Luke 1:26-35
Luke 1: 28

God sends messengers. God
chooses who to use. The Holy
Spirit in action again.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
January 9th EPIPHANY6 Matthew 2: 1-12 

Matthew 2: 11
The Wise men came at Christmas.
How old was Jesus? A great
Adventure. Not everyone likes
Jesus.

16th Epiphany 1 Mark 1: 4-11 
Mark 1: 10

Jesus gets baptised - we get
baptised. Water as a sign of life.
The importance of physical things
in faith. i.e. Jesus gets dunked not
sprinkled.

23rd Ordinary Time7 Gen. 6: 5-8, 14, 17-22 
Gen. 6: 9

Try to have the story read as a
meditation. Pupils eyes closed.
Concentrate on breathing and
practise listening skills. Simply let
them get the story.

30th Ordinary Time Gen. 7: 11, 14-16, 22 
Gen. 7:15

As above.

February 6th CANDLEMAS8 Either Luke 2: 25-33 
or Luke 2: 36-38 
One of: Luke 2: 32 
Luke 2: 37 
Luke 2:38

Who is this Jesus? What did Jesus
come to do?

13th Ordinary Time Gen. 8: 6-13 
Gen. 8: 13

As Jan 23rd.

20th Ordinary Time Gen. 9: 8-13 
Gen. 9: 13

As Jan 23rd.



27th HALF TERM
March 5th

(Wed)
ASH WEDNESDAY Matthew 6: 16-18 

Matthew 6: 17
No talk - simply imposition of
ashes.9 You can give up things as
well as buy them.

13th Lent 1 Mark 1: 9-13 
Mark 1: 12

Jesus had a rough time. The Father
loves Jesus.

20th Lent 2 Mark 8: 31-34 
Either Mark 8: 34 
or Mark 8: 31

Jesus was a man of courage.

27th Lent 3 John 2: 13-16 
John 2: 16

Jesus knew how to get angry. Profit
or people - selling for Tradecraft?10

April 3rd Lent 4 Luke 2: 33-35 
John 3: 16

Jesus had a family. Families can be
hard work. Jesus creates new
families.

10th Lent 5 Mark 11: 1-11 
Mark 8: 31

When you come back it will be
Easter.11

EASTER HOLIDAYS

May 1st EASTER Mark 15: 1-8 
Mark 16: 6a (ending 'he
is risen')

He is risen. Forget talking too
much. Just hand out some Simnel
cake and celebrate! On palm
leaves?

8th Easter 2 Mark 16: 9-11 
Mark 16: 9

Sing for Joy - learn or revise a
piece of music. Can it be true?

15th Easter 3 Mark 16: 12-14 
Mark 16: 12

Sing for Joy - learn or revise a
piece of music. How many times
do you need to be told?

22nd Easter 4 Mark 16: 15 
Mark 16: 15

Sing for Joy - learn or revise a
piece of music. Live the
resurrection life!

29th HALF TERM
June 5th ASCENSION12 Luke 24: 49-52 

Luke 24: 52
Jesus returns to his Father and
makes a promise.

12th PENTECOST John 7: 37-39 
John 7: 38

The promise comes true. Water as a
sign of life. (See also The Baptism
of Jesus.)

19th Ordinary Time Judges 13: 2-513

Judges 13: 24
What is an angel? How does god
speak?

26th Ordinary Time Judges 16: 4-10 
Judges 16: 6

Will he, won't he? Making choices
- doing what is right.

July 3rd Ordinary Time Judges 16: 15-19 
Judges 16: 17b

What is it like to be betrayed?

10th Ordinary Time Judges 16: 23, 25-30a 
Judges 16: 28

Giving everything. A last gasp
prayer.

18th14 Ordinary Time Mark 16: 1-7 The year should end on a high.
Resurrection is about joy and hope
in the darkest moments of life.



SUMMER HOLIDAYS
September 4th Ordinary Time John 21: 9-1415 Welcome. Sharing life together.

11th Ordinary Time Ruth 1-7, 15-1816 
Ruth 1: 16

Ruth is a good friend to Naomi.
Life can be sad.

18th Ordinary Time Ruth 2: 2,4-7, 11, 12 
Ruth 2: 7

Ruth is noticed for her hard work.

25th Ordinary Time Ruth 3: 7-11 
Ruth 3: 11

Ruth is a woman of noble
character. What does it mean to be
noble?

October 2nd Ordinary Time Ruth 4: 7, 9-11a 
Ruth 4: 11a

We are witnesses. Things are done
openly and honestly. Sandals -
tokens of trust.

9th Ordinary Time Psalm 104: 31-35 
Psalm 104: 33

Learn a new song - with gusto.

16th Ordinary Time Isaiah 49: 13-15 
Isaiah 49: 13a

As above

23rd HALF TERM
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Conclusions

It is only when you begin to write a lectionary that a number of missiological truths confront you. I
suspect that these truths are as applicable to adults as to children.

It is impossible to do justice to the richness and breadth of the Bible in an academic year. The aim
should be to 'leave an impression' and plant seeds.
Our culture has 'moved' far more that many of us realise. We are beginning to discover, even in the
'traditional' North of England, that many children entering school do not know the Nativity. There
may come a point when we have to simplify further what has been created above.
1600 years of Western culture is about to slip into a black hole. Sound dramatic? How can you
understand Western art, literature, science and mathematics unless you know the Nativity, the
Crucifixion, Resurrection, conversion of St. Paul etc? Not to mention calendar, institutions, and
Constitution. If it is true that Charles Darwin lost his faith over the death of his favourite daughter
this is primarily a question of theodicy not science and it cannot be fully understood outside the
Christian context of a good Self Sacrificing God.
A lectionary 'needs to be seen as serious - as one of the most profound expressions of Christian
mission.'17 For children to hear the Judaeo-Christian story is to engage with a different world and to
open up the possibility of choice. There is a different way of living.
We should not be afraid of the 'strangeness' or the 'extremities' of the Bible. They may not match
our ideals of how the world should be, but they can be incredibly contemporary in terms of how the
world is. The primary question of the pilgrim, is not how would I like life to be? But, where is God
in all this?
New Patterns for Worship encourages the use of appropriate responses for its thematic readings. At
this point in time this would be a step too far at All Saints - we are simply building shape and
structure. However, once these things have become 'the norm' then alternative responses could be
looked at. It is important not to run before you can walk.

TOP
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Notes on Lectionary

1. This is a very full reading. However, it is an exception that tests the rule of less is more. The text
has a flow and a structure that makes it poetic and rhythmical and therefore just to hear it read is a
valuable exercise. It has the added bonus that the report On the Way recommends five central texts
for liturgical focus and formation, one of which is the Beatitudes. On the Way, Church House
Publishing, London 1995. p45.

2. This is not the recommended reading for Bible Sunday. However, as the purpose of this week is to
introduce to pupils the idea that the Church will concentrate mainly on one of the gospels for the
coming 12 months, some compromise must be made to avoid confusion. In succeeding years the
main reading should be taken from the gospel for that year.

3. Where good reason may be found, such as identifying a key biblical verse, the lectio divina is taken
from another source other than the main reading. Otherwise the main reading is its source so as to
reinforce the text.

4. It should be noted that Advent is kept as strictly as possible. Some would argue that you need to
give pupils the whole Christmas story before the end of term or it will be lost once the New Year
starts. I am not persuaded by this argument for two reasons. First, there is enough of Christmas
‘around’ e.g. nativity services, for children not to miss out. Secondly, the strong emphasis on
Epiphany in Common Worship gives us a natural vehicle for exploring the nature of the Christian
story taking place in ‘time’. It allows us to physically mark out an alternative to our culture of , ‘see
it, buy it, consume it, move on.’ The Truth works through time not consumer demand. Also it is a
simple fact of life that people when they think of the nativity story think of the ‘Wise Men’ as part
of that story. To commemorate their arrival is, in a strange way, to commemorate Christmas.

5. Anyone who is unsure about how to deal with some of the ‘weightier’ issues in our culture should
spend some time watching the excellent BBC Newsround programme aimed at dealing with current
affairs for the young.

6. Feast Days are an opportunity to keep year 6 in church with the Adults so they can ‘see’ the
Eucharist as per chapter 2.

7. Yes! I know that strictly speaking this is not Ordinary Time. However, some compromise must be
made. The liturgical year from Advent to Ascension is so rich and intense it is difficult to find
useful space. Here I have sacrificed two of the Sundays of Epiphany in order to allow the children
to hear one of the great Old Testament stories. The story of a flood is of course one of the great
foundational myths of humanity and by placing it in this context i.e. after the Baptism of Christ
with Feast of Candlemas in the middle I am attempting to give the children the Christological key
by which to understand the story, the Baptism of Christ and their own baptism. The readings are
taken from New Patterns for Worship and amended and extended to fit the school context. For
practical purposes it will be necessary to type out the readings over these weeks so that they can be
read fluently.

8. The ‘resurrection’ of Candlemas in Common worship as a major feast is a great gift to Church
schools. Children identify with children and what happens to them. They know that, like Jesus, they
will one day become that strange thing known as an adult and, again like the infant Jesus, they are
‘innocent’ as to what life will hold for them.

9. We have found the most effective way of doing this is to appoint a child from each class. At the
time for the imposition of ashes the staff and the appointed children come forward to receive the
ashes. Having had them placed on their foreheads the children are then given a small saucer
containing ashes. They go back to where their class is sat and put ashes on everybody else. This
works with minimum teacher supervision. The ‘talk’ of course comes simply in the explanation of
what is taking place.

10. It is my personal reflection that it is too easy to sink into sentimentality about this story. There is
nothing wrong with business, there is everything wrong with unethical business.

11. Last year we were able to keep all our pupils in school throughout most of Holy Week. This year
the calendar does not allow us to do this. However, it is worth considering for next year so that
school and church can journey through Holy Week together.

12. Although this is a week after the actual date, the timing of Easter this year means we cannot include



what would normally be an important occasion for us. (Whenever possible we time our
confirmations for Ascension.)

13. The series of readings from Judges presents a classic, yet grim story. Perhaps there is much the
children will miss but there is also much they will gain from its sheer power and pathos. It is also an
opportunity for cross curricular work. In art the children could create a story board as the weeks go
by and in I. C. T. they could access works of art on the Internet to see how others have portrayed
this story.

14. This has been moved to a Friday to commemorate the end of the school year.We experimented last
year with having an end of year Eucharist with antidoron and this can be discussed again for this
year.

15. I had thought about developing the idea of food with thematic readings in the following weeks.
However, the material suggested by New Patterns for Worship for the theme of food is taken from
Luke which would fit in better to Year C.

16. This is a wonderfully gentle and noble story highlighting many characteristics that should be a mark
of our school and community life.

17. M Vasey 'Better Than Trainspotting', in Introducing the New Lectionary, T Lloyd, P Moger, J
Sinclair and M Vasey, Grove Worship booklet W141, Cambridge 1997.  p6

 


