
First Impression November 2017
ISSN 0144-1728

ISBN 978 1 78827 028 1

Copyright © Graham Hunter 2017

The cover image is copyright © Grove Books Ltd

Contents

1 Introduction ..............................................................................3

2	 What’s	in	a	Name?	Understanding	Terminology .........................6

3	 Form	and	Freedom:	The	Trellis	and	The	Vine ..........................11

4	 Where	To	From	Here? ..............................................................19

5	 Conclusion ..............................................................................26

 Notes ......................................................................................27

Acknowledgments
I	am	grateful	to	the	members	of	the	Group	for	Renewal	of	Worship	(GROW)	for	their	encouragement	
and	support	to	write	this	booklet,	and	in	particular	to	Mark	Earey	and	Ian	Tarrant	for	their	practical	
support and comments.



3

Introduction 1
It is our duty and our joy, in every time and every place…

These words occur both in the authorized eucharistic prayers of the Church of 
England’s Common Worship liturgical resources, and also in the 1999 worship 
song We’re Gonna Sing Like The Saved by Matt Redman.

What then is the relationship between duty and joy—discipline and desire? 
Is it possible to have formal, liturgical, structured worship services in which 
there is also freedom and space for distinctive ministries of the Holy Spirit? 
Are formal liturgies themselves ‘gifts’ of the Spirit to the church for enabling 
our worship? Is Holy Communion ‘like the lights being turned on at the end 
of the party,’ as Martyn Layzell evocatively described it, or is the Eucharist 
the great song of thanksgiving to our God of grace?1 If we tread tentatively 
towards what is sometimes described as ‘freedom within a framework,’ then 
what kind of freedom and what kind of framework?

Amongst some of my contemporaries I have gained a reputation for being 
the person who keeps banging on about the centrality of Holy Communion 
in the worshipping life of our churches. My low evangelical and charismatic 
colleagues mutter about me climbing the candle, but in truth that is very far 
from being the case. What is true is that I believe passionately that our wor-
ship services may be Spirit-led in the careful work of planning, structuring 
and leading worship services, as well as being spaces in which the Spirit may 
inhabit the praises of God’s people, and in which those gathered in acts of 
worship may truly experience the transform-
ing power of the Spirit of God through their 
participation in worship.

I sometimes joke with my friends that it is 
because I am a charismatic Christian that I 
take the Eucharist so seriously—for I believe 
in the real presence!! I have total confidence that in this peculiar ritual of the 
church’s worship, God has pledged and promised himself to us by the Holy 
Spirit. We really and truly do receive Christ by the real presence of the Spirit 
of Jesus as we consume the bread and wine he offers to be body and blood 
to us. We are really nourished and fed at this table. We need not experience 
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