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Appendix—The Note on Ministries from Common Worship
Taken from the Common Worship main volume, pp 158–15943

Holy Communion is celebrated by the whole people of God gathered for worship. The ministry of the 
members of the congregation is expressed through their active participation together in the words and 
actions of the service, but also by some of them reading the Scripture passages, leading the prayers of 
intercession, and, if authorized, assisting with the distribution of communion.

In some traditions the ministry of the deacon at Holy Communion has included some of the following 
elements: the bringing in of the book of the gospels, the invitation to confession, the reading of the gospel, 
the preaching of the sermon when licensed to do so, a part in the prayers of intercession, the preparation 
of the table and the gifts, a part in the distribution, the ablutions and the dismissal.

The deacon’s liturgical ministry provides an appropriate model for the ministry of an assisting priest, a 
Reader, or another episcopally authorized minister in a leadership ministry that complements that of the 
president.

The unity of the liturgy is served by the ministry of the president,  who in presiding over the whole 
service holds word and sacrament together and draws the congregation into a worshipping community.

The  president  at  Holy  Communion (who,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Canon B  12  ‘Of  the 
Ministry of the Holy Communion,’ must have been episcopally ordained priest) expresses this ministry 
by saying the opening Greeting, the Absolution, the Collect, the Peace and the Blessing. The president 
must  say  the  Eucharistic  Prayer,  break  the  consecrated  bread  and  receive  the  sacrament  on  every 
occasion. When appropriate, the president may, after greeting the people, delegate the leadership of all or 
parts of the Gathering and the Liturgy of the Word to a deacon, Reader or other authorized lay person.

In the absence of a priest for the first part of the service, a deacon, Reader or other authorized lay person 
may lead the entire Gathering and Liturgy of the Word.

When the bishop is present, he normally presides over the whole service.

As provided in Canon B 18 the sermon shall  be preached by a duly authorized minister,  deaconess, 
Reader or lay worker or, at the invitation of the minister having the cure of souls and with the permission 
of the bishop, another person.

 


