
Appendix A – Building blocks for 
mission-shaped worship 
Aiming for worship that is... 
• Thoroughly Trinitarian – worshipping the Father with and through the 

Son, inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
• Gospel-rich - communicating God’s story of grace stretching into the 

past and the future, facilitating response to God’s grace, challenging 
worshippers to re-orientate their lives around the life and gospel of 
Christ. 

• Engaging with scripture – exploring the Old & New Testament and 
facilitating dialogue between the two. 

• Deepening relationships 
• Working for the good of the world 
• Interceding for the world 
• Wholeheartedly sacramental 
• Reaching out with a ‘church where you are’ approach 
• Promoting authenticity 
• Encouraging participation 
• Inspiring creativity 
• Absorbing core Christian texts (e.g. The Lord’s Prayer) 
• Shaping us well  
• Practicing hospitality 
• Serving generously 
• Connecting with culture 
• Celebrating diversity/particularity  
• Maintaining imaginative engagement with Common Worship values 

and frameworks 
Church of England Liturgical Commission, 2009 



Appendix B – Preparing your own 
lectionary modules 
On what basis might you prepare a lectionary series? 

••  an in-depth study of a shorter book such as Ruth or Ephesians 

••  a character study of an individual such as Joshua or Mary 

••  following a biblical theme such as covenant or prophecy 

••  addressing issues in church life, such as prayer or giving 

••  addressing ethical issues in the wider world, with a common theme such as 
the environment or sexuality. 

But don’t use the same approach every time! Keep your people intrigued, 
and your preachers on their toes, by ringing the changes. 
Some more advice: 

••  Be aware of what passages the lectionary will be bringing to your service in 
the month before and the month after the series you are planning – people 
may not want to hear the same text twice only a few weeks apart! 

••  Avoid the temptation to choose just the three or four verses that supply the 
key point you want the preacher to make: rather, add some more verses to 
set your proof text in its context, and trust the Holy Spirit to speak through 
the scripture and the preacher to the hearts of your people. 

••  Similarly, don’t be afraid to pick two readings which seem to give different 
(even contradictory) perspectives on the same subject. Christians need to 
learn how to handle apparent contradictions in scripture, and your preacher 
will model for them how to do that. 

••  Be sure that all the preachers involved, including one-off guests, are aware 
of the scope of the series to which they are contributing. You may need to 
make special allowance, or suspend the series, for guest preachers such as 
the Archdeacon or a visiting mission society speaker. An archdeacon 
should be able to make a meaningful contribution to your series, but a guest 
from a charity or a mission agency, with a tight schedule, and less 
theological training, might prefer to give a standard talk relating to their 
work; even if you think there is an obvious link between that work and the 
texts you have scheduled. 



Appendix C – Freedom in the 
occasional offices 
Baptisms 
When it was first authorized in 1998, the Common Worship baptism 
service was criticised for being too long and wordy, and it was therefore 
amended in 2000 to permit the omission of some elements, and to allow 
for shorter options for the Decision (three questions instead of six longer 
ones) and the Creed.  
More recently, following a request from the Diocese of Liverpool, the 
General Synod has asked for a revision to include alternative forms of the 
Decision, the Prayer over the Water and the Commission. 
Creative ways of using the material in Common Worship Christian 
Initiation are to be found in the book Connecting with Baptism. 

 
Weddings  
In many countries a church wedding and a civil wedding are separate 
events. Unusually on the world scene, our government recognises a 
Church of England wedding service as a legal marriage ceremony. 
However, this does mean that we have to follow certain fixed texts in the 
marriage service, including the declarations, the vows, the giving of rings, 
and the proclamation, so that the validity of the marriage cannot be called 
into question. If the venue does not have its own marriage registers then a 
Special Licence will be needed. If members of a fresh expression which 
meets in café want to be married there, you could apply for a Special 
Licence, but it might be simplest to have a civil wedding at the registry 
office and then adjourn to the café for a Christian blessing and 
celebration; the reception could take place there too!  

Having said that, a careful inspection of the notes and rubrics reveals that 
there is still a good deal of flexibility in the service.  

As printed in the book, the vows and exchange of rings come after the 
readings and the sermon, in keeping with other Common Worship 
services, where response follows the ministry of the word. Nevertheless, 
the notes do allow for the vows and exchange of rings to come earlier if 



desired. Some clergy report anxiety on the part of couples about the vows 
coming ‘late’ in the service, but this has not been my experience. 
The registers may be signed after the proclamation, or at the end of the 
service. 
There is flexibility about the number of readings, although there must be 
at least one reading from the Bible. They can be read by friends or family 
members. And although there are suggested texts for the intercessions, 
special prayers may be composed, by the couple or by others,  
Much or little may be made of the role of the couple’s families; optional 
texts are provided. The bride and groom may enter the church separately 
or together; with attendants behind them or in front – the notes are silent 
about this, though family tradition may be vocal. People assume that the 
church lays down more rules about the way a wedding should be 
celebrated than is actually the case. 
The options of combining the marriage service with Holy Communion 
and/or with Baptism have their own pros and cons, which need to be 
carefully weighed.  

 
Funerals 
In the Common Worship funeral service mandatory material includes a 
reading, a sermon, and the commendation and committal, which must use 
authorized forms. However there is great scope for embellishing this in 
different ways, to reflect the person and life of the deceased.  The starting 
point is the Outline Order on page 257 of Common Worship: Pastoral 
Services. 
Some families request a burial or crematorium committal to take place 
before a service in church, which is attended by a wider circle of friends 
and acquaintances. The reason for doing this is usually so that all the 
mourners can comfort one another and share refreshments immediately 
after the church service, rather than have a hiatus while the principal 
mourners go away for the committal and come back. While this practice 
can be criticised as ‘holding a funeral without a body’, in effect the 
service at the graveside or in the crematorium is the funeral (and should 
comply with the authorized provision), while what happens in church can 
be entirely at the discretion of the minister. 



Another option, where ashes are to be interred in the churchyard, is to 
have the ‘big’ service in church at that time. 
For good advice on planning funerals see Trevor Lloyd’s Grove booklet 
Death and dying step by step (W 161). 



Appendix D - Language that 
transforms 
 Liturgy Song 
Encountering  
Exodus 3.2 
Isaiah 6.1 
Acts 9.3-4 

We have come together 
as the family of God in 
our Father’s presence 
ASB MP 

Come see the beauty of the 
Lord CMP100 
Open our eyes, Lord, we 
want to see Jesus CMP545 

Learning  
Psalm 119.27 
Eph 1.17 

To hear and receive 
God’s holy word CW 
MP preface 

Tell me the old, old story 
CMP628 

Obeying  
Proverbs 3.5-6 
Psalm 119.35 
Mark 14.36 

Assist us with thy grace, 
that we may… do all 
such good works as thou 
hast prepared for us BCP 
HC PCP2 
Send us out in the power 
of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and 
glory. CW HC PCP1 

Lead us, heavenly Father, 
lead us CMP400 
Take my will and make it 
thine; it shall be no longer 
mine CMP624 
Here I am, Lord… I will go 
Lord CMP857 

Restoration  
Psalm 51.2 
Galatians 5.1 

Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts BCP HC Coll. 
Purity 
renew us by your Spirit 
CW Euch Prayer A 

His blood can make the 
foulest clean, his blood 
availed for me. CMP496 
Purify my heart CMP921 

Transformation 
Eph 4.22-24 
2 Cor 5.17 

form us in the likeness 
of Christ  
CW Euch Prayer F  
as we are born again in 
him, so he may… dwell 
within us CW PCP 
Christmas 2 

Break me, melt me, mould 
me, fill me CMP613 
Lord… in living power 
remake us CMP428  
Come to my heart Lord 
Jesus, there is room in my 
heart for thee CMP 

 



Appendix E -Suggested Affirmations 
 

The Word was with God in the beginning:  
through the Word all things were made. 
In the Word were life and light: 
light which darkness has never put out. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us: 
Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Those who receive him and believe him 
become children of God. 
From his fullness we receive  
one gracious gift after another. Amen. 

(from John 1)  
 
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, 
through whom all things were created. 
Through him the Father has rescued us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of his Son. 
Through him he has reconciled all things to himself, 
making peace through the blood of his cross. 
He has the first place in everything,  
and he is the head of the body which is the church. 

(from Colossians 1) 
 
 


