
Take time together develop some action plans on the SMART principles, 
namely making our plans: Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, 
Timed. 

At the end of the time you have available put up three or four points 
on the flipchart sheet that give an outline of your suggested plan of 
action in this area of the church’s life and ministry. 

 

Looking around: in prayer  10 mins 

Continue praying, as you have been, about these plans and that the 
outcome of the Vision process. Pray that we may bear fruit for the 
coming of God’s kingdom here in Ripon, in the diocese and more widely. 

Spend some time praying for individual needs and situations and that 
we might not lose sight of people in the midst of planning. 

Pray for the summer, that it might be a time of refreshment and that we 
might hear God’s voice afresh as many of us step back from the day-to-
day responsibilities we normally carry. 

 

Preparing for next time (to be taken home) 

The next Prayer and Vision meeting is on 4th September. This will 
probably give you lots of time to think and pray over the month of 
August. Take some time to commit to pray for Holy Trinity and for this 
Vision process over the summer.

 

 

holy trinity ripon 
 

“vision groups” 
 

session seven: what is God calling us to do? 
[part two] 

 

aim: to identify specific actions for us to consider taking 

 

 

 

 

Looking to God: in worship 10 mins 

Just as worship begins in holy expectancy it ends in holy obedience. 
Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline, p.148 

 

Place a good-sized icon/picture of creation/artistic arrangement in the 
visual centre of the group. 

Play the track of a meditative song (e.g. a Taizé chant) or sing a familiar 
song, or single verse of a hymn that people will know.  

The focus of our opening worship is the coming of God’s kingdom. 



Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be yours as well.  

Matt 6:33 

Praise God… 

• for the coming of His kingdom in Christ’s life, ministry, death 
and resurrection. 

• for the way that the Spirit energises and directs the church to 
participate in the continued coming of that kingdom. 

• for the way and the extent that God’s kingdom has come, across 
the world, over the last two thousand years. 

• for the way in which God’s kingdom has come in our lives and in 
the life of Holy Trinity and the ways in which we experience that 
today. 

After you have spent some time in praise, spend some time in silence 
listening to the king speak. 

• Ask Him to speak by His Spirit 

• Allow your heart and mind to be still simply reflecting on what 
the King of Kings wants to say to you. 

• Respond in praise to anything He says 

Conclude with the prayer: 

Almighty God, 
who sent your Holy Spirit ,  
to be the l i fe and l ight of your Church: 
open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 
that we may bring forth the fruit  of the Spirit  
in love and joy and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

Looking to God: through the scriptures 20 mins 

He has shown you, O man, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy 
And to walk humbly with your God. 

Micah 6:8 

 

.Read Mark 4:21-32 

Consider together  

• what these pictures that Jesus uses tell us about our part and 
God’s part in the coming of the kingdom. 

• any ways in which you have seen the dynamics of these three 
parables at work in your life, the life and witness of the church, 
or further afield (such as in our mission projects). 

Identify together the sort of people members of the group are in touch 
with who are not church goers. Then explore together what these 
images that Jesus uses suggest will be needed for them to experience 
the coming of God’s kingdom in their lives. 

Finally, identify a group of people with whom we as a church have little 
or no contact (e.g. ex-offenders, teens drug users, etc.,). Then consider 
what this passage has to say to us about our attitude to and our actions 
for and with such people might best be.  

 

Looking around: from another angle 20 mins 

Return to the flip-chart sheet you developed last week about the 
dreams you have for the mission of Holy Trinity in, and beyond, Ripon. 

First, identify anything you would want to change or add to that. 

Then, choose one aspect of the church’s mission that you as a group 
could play some part in and put this as the heading for the bottom half 
of the flipchart sheet. 


