
Looking around: in prayer  10 mins 

Briefly, share particular prayer requests you may have. 

Invite two or three members of the group to share ways in which they 
are confronted by the conflict between today’s cultural values and those 
of the gospel. 

With Acts 11:19-30 in front of you… 

• Give thanks to God for the signs of his life evident at Antioch and 
at Holy Trinity. 

• Pray for God’s grace for ourselves, that we may be ‘part of the 
solution rather than part of the problem’ for the issues we have 
identified on the bottom half of the flipchart sheet.  

• Pray for the whole church: that we may bear witness to Christ in 
the whole of our living. 

• Pray for the Vision and Prayer process, that we may discern 
God’s call on the life of the church through it. 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 
of your people who call upon you; 
and grant that they may both perceive and know 
what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power 
faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen 

 

Preparing for next time (to be taken home) 

Come to the Prayer and Vision meeting on 3rd July, with the sheets that 
you have filled in this month, ready to discuss them. 

Next month we will be thinking about what we are called to be 
doing. Spend some time reflecting and praying through what you 

think our ‘priorities for action’ should be.
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Looking to God: in worship 10 mins 

The great fact for which all religion stands is the confrontation of 
the human soul with the transcendent holiness of God. 

John Baillie, Our knowledge of God 

Place a good-sized icon/picture of creation/artistic arrangement in the 
visual centre of the group. 

Play the track of a meditative song (e.g. a Taizé chant) or sing a familiar 
song, or single verse of a hymn that people will know.  

Have two people read (alternately) these songs of heaven 

 Holy, holy, holy 
 is the Lord God Almighty, 
 who was, and is, and is to come. 



 You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
 to receive glory and honour and power, 
 for you created all things, 
 and by your will they were created 
 and have their being. 

 Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
 to receive power and wealth 
 and wisdom and strength 
 and honour and glory and praise! 

 To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be praise and honour and glory and power, 
 for ever and ever! 
    (Revelation 4:8, 11, 9-10, 12, 13) 

Invite everyone to spend time in silence 
 • entering into the glory of God’s heavenly presence  
 • rejoicing that he has ‘counted us in’ to eternity  
 • marvelling at his loving purposes for all creation 

Take two full minutes for this silent attention on God Then, in your own 
words speak out words of praise, thanksgiving and welcome of God’s 
presence beginning with words such as: 
 • We welcome you(r)… 
 • We receive you(r)… 

Concluding prayer: 

Almighty God, 
who wonderfully created us in your own image 
and yet more wonderfully restored us 
through your Son Jesus Christ: 
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 
so we may share the life of his divinity; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Looking to God: through the scriptures 20 mins 

Read: Acts 11:19-30 

Consider together: 

• Barnabas ‘saw the evidence of the grace of God’. What evidences 
of the grace of God can you detect in this passage? 

• What do you think were the ‘values’ (consciously or 
unconsciously adopted) that shaped the life of the church in 
Antioch? Make a list of them. 

• Reduce this list to four or five key values and put these up on 
the bottom half of your flipchart sheet from last week. 

• Consider together how Holy Trinity stands in relation to these 
values. At the end of your discussion agree which mark to put 
against each of the values as they are expressed at Holy Trinity: 
 Tick: any that are clearly evident among us 
 Put a cross: against any where we are weak 
 Put a ‘?’: against any you are not agreed or clear about 

 

Looking around: from another angle 20 mins 

To participate in mission is to participate in the movement of God’s love 
towards people, since God is a fountain of sending love. 

Mission is…the good news of God’s love, incarnated in the witness of a 
community, for the sake of the world. 

David Bosch, Transforming Mission. 

Where do you see this happening at Holy Trinity? 

Where and how is this ‘participation in mission’ held back by us? 

What characteristics could we strive towards, personally and as a 
church, to fully demonstrate the good news of God’s love for all? 

Identify the three most important – in order of priority – and 
number them on your flipchart sheet. You can add new ones in a 
different colour if necessary. 


