
Closing Prayer:  

Eternal light, shine in our hearts, 
Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil, 
Eternal Power, be our support, 
Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance, 
Eternal Pity, have mercy upon us; 
that with all our heart and mind and soul and strength we may 
seek your face and be brought by your infinite mercy to your 
holy presence; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 
(Alcuin of York, 734-804) 

 

Preparing for next time (to be taken home) 

Please come to the Prayer and Vision meeting on 5th June, with the 
sheets that you have filled in this month and prepared to discuss them. 

Next month we will be thinking about who we are called to be. Spend 
some time reflecting and praying through the fruits of the Spirit in 
Galatians 5.22 

 

 

 

holy trinity ripon 
 

“vision groups” 
 

session three: where we are (as a city) 
 

aim: to explore the key issues in ripon today 
 

 

 

Looking to God: in worship 10 mins 

Just as worship begins in holy expectancy it ends in holy obedience. 
Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline 

Place a good sized candle in the visual centre of the group. As one 
member lights it, join together in… 

Leader:  Lord, you are our light. 
You turn our darkness into light. 
The light and peace of Christ be with us all. 

All Amen 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 



All Who is worthy of all thanksgiving and praise 

Have Ephesians 1:3-14 read out. As it is read listen to all that God has 
done for us in Christ and seek to identify a particular word, phrase, 
thought or insight that strikes you. 

• Use the things the group have noticed as the basis and focus of 
praise to God for who he is and what he has done. 

Be still: in silence, with a piece of music or song that focuses upon God. 

Concluding prayer: 

May we, Lord, 
who walk in the light of your presence 
Rejoice in the presence of the risen Christ, 
As he banishes darkness  
from our hearts and minds 
now and for ever. Amen. 
(Adapted from Celebrating Common Prayer) 

 

Looking to God: through the scriptures 20 mins 

Seek the peace and prosperity of the city… 
Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper 

Jer. 29:7 

Read: Isaiah 65:17-25 

Consider together: 

• What are the marks of true peace? 

• What actions are likely to bring about such peace, or wholeness, 
for our community/city? 

• Where are such actions taking place and how can we best join in 
with such peace-making? 

• What attitudes and actions in our city does this passage suggest 
are pleasing to God?  

 

Looking around: at the life of the city 20 mins 

a Christian is someone who sharesthe sufferings of God in the world. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• Share anything we know, or have learned from others about the 
history of this city and the issues currently facing us all. 

• What are the good things about this city that we should affirm, 
celebrate and help promote? List as many as you can. 

• Where is grief - pain, poverty, suffering and injustice - that we 
should be working to overcome? List as many as you can. 

Then work together to identify the four most important good things and 
the four key areas or sources of grief you want to share with the rest of 
the church - in order of priority  

Under the heading Ripon – good things, put these four points in 
the top half of a flipchart sheet to bring to the next Prayer and 
Vision Session. 

Under the heading Ripon - grief, put these four points in the 
bottom half of a flipchart sheet to bring to the next Prayer and 
Vision Session. 

 

Looking around: in prayer  10 mins 

Briefly, share any particular prayer requests you may have for 
yourselves or others of particular concern. 

• Make prayer for Ripon the primary focus of your prayer.  

• Use all that you have explored and expressed in this session as 
the basis for prayer for the city and wider community. 

• Use Isaiah 65:17-25 as the basis and ‘fuel’ for prayer. 

Pray particularly – and specifically – for any in group involved in any way 
in the things you have talked about in this session. 


