
Closing Prayer:  

Eternal light, shine in our hearts, 
Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil, 
Eternal Power, be our support, 
Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance, 
Eternal Pity, have mercy upon us; 
that with all our heart and mind and soul and strength we may 
seek your face and be brought by your infinite mercy to your 
holy presence; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 
(Alcuin of York, 734-804) 

 

Preparing for next time (to be taken home) 

Talk to people about Ripon – people both in the church and community, 
about Ripon. You might find it helpful to start with questions such as: 

• what do you like about living in Ripon? 

• What would you most like to change about Ripon? 

Talk to people about the past – look out for people who have lived in 
Ripon for a long time and get them to tell you about the ‘good (and 
maybe not so good) old days’. 

Read (even buy!) a Ripon paper and see what insights it gives you about 
the local community. 

Read about the history of Ripon. 

Talk to parents about the joys and struggles of raising children in 
today’s culture. 

Talk to those who live on their own or those who struggle in any way 
about what their life is like. 

Try to discover when Riponians have their free time. What do they do on 
Sunday mornings? What times are popular for going out? 

And in all this: listen! 

 

holy trinity ripon 
 

“vision groups” 
 

session two: where we are (as a church) 
 

aim: to explore where we are as holy trinity church 
 

 

 

Looking to God: in worship 10 mins 

How come that most prayers that adults say begin with please,  
and most prayers children say begin with thanksgiving?  

Stephen Cottrell, Praying through life, p.7 

Place a good sized candle in the visual centre of the group. As one 
member lights it, join together in… 

Leader:  Lord, you are our light. 
You turn our darkness into light. 
The light and peace of Christ be with us all. 

All Amen 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

All Who is worthy of all thanksgiving and praise 

In our own words we give attention to God by 



• speaking out the names of God (Rock, Shepherd…) 

• naming God’s attributes (Holy, loving, merciful…) 

Be still: in silence, with a piece of music or song that focuses upon God. 

Concluding prayer: 

May we, Lord, 
who walk in the light of your presence 
Rejoice in the presence of the risen Christ, 
As he banishes darkness  
from our hearts and minds 
now and for ever. Amen. 
(Adapted from Celebrating Common Prayer) 

 

Looking to God: through the scriptures 20 mins 

Read: Nehemiah 1:1-11 

Consider together: 

• What does this passage tell us about the place of prayer in the 
life of the Christian and church? 

• What should be involved in our response to bad news? 

• Where does Nehemiah’s vision come from and what should be 
the source of our vision for God’s church? 

• What does this passage suggest should be our attitude, as a 
church, to the future?  

Looking around: at the life of the church 20 mins 

Sir John Harvey-Jones, the former boss of ICI, says: “It is all too easy to 
get people who will tell you the nice things… but those who will stand up 
without fear or favour and tell you, hopefully tactfully, that things are not 
really the way that everybody else thinks they are, are pearls beyond 
price. (Making it Happen)  

So, what are the good things in the life of Holy Trinity that it is important 
for us to hold onto as we develop plans for the future? 

Make list of them on a flipchart sheet everyone can see. 

When you have 6-10 such elements, work out, as a group, your three or 
four most important ones, in order of priority  

Under the heading Strengths, put these three or four points in 
the top half of a flipchart sheet to bring to the next Prayer and 
Vision Session. 

Now identify the struggles and weaknesses in the life of Holy Trinity, 
which you think need addressing as we move forward as a church. 

Make list of them on a flipchart sheet everyone can see. 

When you have 6-10 such elements, work out, as a group, your three or 
four most important ones, in order of priority  

Under the heading Struggles, put these three or four points in 
the bottom half of a flipchart sheet to bring to the next Prayer 
and Vision Session. 

 

Looking around: in prayer for one another  10 mins 

Briefly, share any particular prayer requests you may have for 
yourselves or others of particular concern. 

Using Neh 1:1-11 and your two lists, as a basis for your praying, pray  

• for the Vision and Prayer process, that we may discern God’s 
call on the life of the church through it. 

• for Mark, and all involved in leadership in the life of the church, 
that they may enable us to proclaim the good news of Christ by 
the way we are church. 

• for our mission links and engagement with the local community 
and city 

• for each of us to play our part in ‘building up the Body of Christ’ 


