
S 88 Augustine and the Journey to Wholeness
Further Resources

How do you go deeper into Augustinian spirituality? The simple answer is that Augustinian spirituality is
the language of the official liturgy of the Western Reformed church. It is the default option that is left
when we are not following a contemporary variant, such as Celtic, feminist, or New Age spirituality.
Within the Anglican church, the Collects and General Confession of the Book of Common Prayer are
profoundly Augustinian (and may be compared with the more humanistic revisions offered by our
liturgists in the ASB).

As well as being a theologian and a bishop, Augustine was also a monk, and he wrote the oldest monastic
rule in the West. His Rule 1 is still followed by dozens of male and female religious orders. It is only a
few pages long, it is easy to understand, and it is deeply challenging. Augustine envisages communities
founded on love, in the pattern of the early Jerusalem church of Acts 4:31-35. The Rule voices the
Christian demand to bring all men and women into full community. At the same time it calls for radical
equality between Christians. In our age, which is so dominated by individualism and inequality, this
makes thought-provoking reading.

For those who want to understand the career and thought of Augustine, there can be no better place to
start than Peter Brown's outstanding biography: Augustine of Hippo 2. Books about the patristic era are
not normally noted for accessibility and clarity, but this is a rare exception - and won an Arts Council
prize as a result!

Surprisingly, there is, as yet, no comprehensive English translation of all of Augustine's writings. Many of
his works are available in the Library of Nicene and Post Nicene Fathers First Series - but the Victorian
English translation makes the saint's work very heavy going. Much more accessible is the series being
produced under the editorship of John Rotelle: The Works of St. Augustine: A Translation for the 21st
Century by New City Press of New York. This series is subscribed to by major theological libraries - few
individuals will have the money or space to collect the volumes. Those who want a taster might do well to
read some of Augustine's Sermons and his Letters, which have a more pastoral focus than his main works.

Probably the most widely sold of Augustine's books is his Confessions, which is a kind of spiritual
autobiography. Confessions contains many of Augustine's most well-known lines, although understanding
the deeper meanings of this text requires some help. Vernon Bourke, Augustine's Love of Wisdom 3

provides a translation with a philosophical commentary. Other good translations are those by FJ Sheed
and Henry Chadwick. City of God deals with the problem of how to be a spiritual church in a secular
world, and remains an extremely important book for understanding Augustine's political ideas. His de
Trinitate is a key theological and spiritual work, now available in a good, modern translation with a fine
introduction by Edmund Hill. 4 The fourth of Augustine's "major works" is his commentary on the
Gospels of John. 5

There is, of course, a vast secondary literature, which I cannot begin to survey here. However, I would
draw attention to my own book Discourses of the Self which looks at Augustine's contribution to our
contemporary sense of identity, and places him in dialogue with modern psychology. 6

Notes
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Online Resources

Texts
Surprising though it may seem, there is no comprehensive English translation of all of Augustine's works. The largest
on-line collection is in the Second Series of the Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers provided by the Bible
Society at www.ccel.org/fathers2. The translation is antiquated but nonetheless useful and covers:

Confesssions
Letters
City of God
On Christian Doctrine
De Trinitate
Moral Treatises
Doctrinal Treatises
Anti-Manichean, Anti-Donatist and Anti-Pelagian writings
Homilies on John
Expositions on the Psalms.

Augustinian Scholarship
There are many thousands of sites referencing Augustine on the net. One of the best sites (and claiming to be
Augustine's home page!) is that maintained by the Augustine scholar JJ O'Donnell at
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jod/augustine.html. This site comprises:

1. An introduction to Augustine's life and works.
2. A few texts and translations. O'Donnell offers English translations of: Confessions, City of God, excerpts from

On Christian Doctrine, Rule, and some other smaller works. He also offers links to the set of Augustine works in
LNPNF2.

3. Research materials, including links to Journal of Augustinian Studies, published at Villanova in the USA.
4. A collection of images of Augustine (icons, frescoes, etc.)
5. Some reflections on the contemporary importance of Augustine, with particular reference to Augustinian

monastic communities.

Augustinian Monasticism
www.aug.org is the official site of the Catholic family of Augustinian monks and nuns. It gives a great deal of
information about Augustinian lifestyles as worked out in many parts of the world today.

An Augustinian University
Villanova is the only American university founded on Augustinian values of friendship, love and community: see
http://www.heritage.villanova.edu/vu/mission for a fascinating contrast to the "value neutral" ethos of a typical UK
university.

Its magazine (http://heritage.villanova.edu/vu/heritage/allthings/) gives an insight into what it might mean to study
everything from nursing, through law and engineering in an Augustinian way. The magazine also has accessible
articles on many different aspects of Augustinian thought of contemporary interest.

http://www.augnet.org is a site enabling schools with an Augustinian ethos (of which there are one or two in England)
to share information and experiences.

Thought for the Day
John Rotelle gives a devotional one minute Augustinian "thought for the day" at
http://www.artsci.villanova.edu/dsteelman/augustine.
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