
Since P 121 was published in 2010 the Government and sections of the 
media have become increasingly paranoid about sham marriages and their 
use in connection with rights of residence.  As a result the requirements for 
the legal preliminaries to a marriage have become much more stringent than 
they were in 2010.

1. If either party is not an EEA national, the preliminaries must be handled by 
the civil registrars, at the specially designated offices as mentioned in 
P121, and in order to give time for full checks, the waiting period will be at 
least 28 days, and possibly up to 70, before the superintendent registrar's 
certificates can be granted.

2. But even a certificate issued under these circumstances does not 
guarantee that the registrars and the home office have not been 
hoodwinked, and clerics still suspecting a sham marriage should delay the 
ceremony and refer to the diocesan registrar.

3. Clerics are required to see evidence that any couple wishing to marry are 
British or EEA nationals, and are resident where they say they are.  
Accordingly we should ask to see Photo ID, such as a passport or card 
driving licence, and a bill or bank statement showing the address, and 
evidence of date of birth and any changes of name.  This applies to all 
applicants, since to single out only those who have "foreign" names or 
appearance would be deemed discriminatory.  Those who cannot produce 
such evidence should be referred to the registrars.  We should also ask for 
copies of a photograph of each person, to be checked on the wedding day 
(especially if a different cleric will be conducting the ceremony.)

4. But a relaxation of the rules now allows Superintendent Registrar's 
Certificates to be used with the "Qualifying Connections" of the 2008 
measure.

For fuller guidance consult the diocesan registrar, or a document issued by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury's legal office in December 2014.  These 
requirements came in to force in March 2015.


