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Illustrative Stories

Auntie Gloria’s Christmas Presents
I was brought up in a Lancashire cotton mill community. We were working class; not poor, but not well 
off. Auntie Gloria was a teacher and from Southport, so she was ‘posh.’ Her Christmas gifts were 
marvellous to behold, sitting in their shiny wrapping paper with real ribbons and bows, amongst the 
other presents wrapped in Woolworth’s cheapest beneath the tree. They looked so good that we left them 
till last,  and sometimes felt like not opening them at all—it could be as late as six o’clock before we 
opened them, on those frantic, cold Christmas mornings of the early 1960s.

But only if we opened these splendidly wrapped gifts could we get to the joys within.

Baptism is a splendidly wrapped gift, shining in the church’s pomp and splendour and in the warmth of 
parents’ and godparents’ love, shown in the promises they make for the child. Unless the child is 
encouraged to go beyond the words and unwrap the gift, it remains just something nice to look at now 
and again. It does you no good and brings you little joy.

Nuts!
George Washington Carver was born to a slave woman in 1864. He loved working with plants and 
wanted to help poor farmers. He told them to plant peanuts because peanuts help the soil stay in better 
condition. Then he realized he had to find them something to do with all the peanuts they were growing 
so they could sell them.

Carver found he could make artificial milk, cheese, butter, breakfast food, coffee, soap, flour, dyes and 
insulating board. Eventually he discovered more than 300 things that could be made from peanuts.

The Bible tells us, ‘each one of us should use whatever gift he has received to serve others’ (1 Peter 4.10).

I can see a lot of nuts in front of me this morning—and God can use every one of us in most unexpected 
ways if we will only let him. And especially as we baptize N, we should be praying for all the ways in 
which God is longing to use her,  all the good things he has in store for her life, and through her, for others 
(Ephesians 2.8–10).


