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Theological Reflection: Steadfast Love 

The booklet highlights the importance of consistency in leadership thought, word and deed, and 

explores the image of fractals to reflect such consistency in repeating patterns we can observe 

at different levels. Can we relate such ideas to the God in whom we live and move and have our 

being? Turning to the covenant tradition of the Hebrew Bible offers us an insight both into the 

nature of God and the practical implications resulting from this example. Translated in the King 

James Version as lovingkindness, one of the great covenantal words of the Old Testament is 

hesed. It describes the utter consistency of God, works of grace whatever the behaviour of the 

people of Israel. 

When Thomas Cranmer was constructing the new daily services of Morning and Evening Prayer 

in the mid-16th century, he was keen to base them on biblical material. One of the opening 

sentences in the Book of Common Prayer comes from the book of the little known prophet Joel: 

Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for he is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness [hesed], and repenteth him 

of the evil. (Joel 2. 13) 

Cranmer also included three verses from Psalm 51, a psalm which begins.  

Have mercy on me, O God, in your great goodness; 

according to the abundance of your compassion [hesed] 

blot out my offences.  (Psalm 51.1) 

A foundational verse describes God in the Mosaic covenant: 

The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love [hesed]. (Exodus 34.6) 

The prophet Jeremiah draws attention to the utter consistency of God in dealing with his people: 

I have loved you with an everlasting love [hesed]; 

therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. (Jeremiah 31.3) 

Jeremiah went on to anticipate 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. (Jeremiah 31.31) 

Those who follow the new covenant foreshadowed in Jeremiah believe the Father’s steadfast 

love has been supremely expressed in his Son Jesus Christ. Jesus’ relentless consistency in his 

dealings with all he met offers us the supreme model to follow. 

 


