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Practical guide to 
urban mission
Pioneer Ministry in New Housing Areas: Personal 
reflections and a practical guide
Penny Marsh and Alison Boulton
Grove Books Limited
£3.95 (booklet)
ISBN: 9781851749652

It is a delight to recommend this booklet – the first 
readily available resource on a significant current 
challenge for churches up and down the country. In 28 

pages, this booklet provides a succinct overview of the 
unique mix of church planting and fresh expressions of 
church that can be found in new housing areas. 

The United Reformed Church has a long (if largely 
hidden) involvement in successful ecumenical 
partnerships in new housing areas all over the country, 
but churches without that kind of ecumenical experience 
may not have ready access to the history and practice of 

those partnerships. This booklet offers a straightforward 
starting point with sections on: New housing in England, 
underlying mission principles and a practical guide 
for ministers. I know that URC Synod Moderators are 
overwhelmed with documents to read but these 28 
pages are well worth adding to that pile.  

The booklet is written from a very practical, hands-
on perspective and reflects the different experiences of 
both writers. The section on “practical steps for pioneer 
ministers” assumes a dedicated role, however, these 
practical suggestions are equally applicable to a local 
project that does not have the luxury of a dedicated 
full-time pioneer, but instead works with local DIY 
resources. In summary, if the town where you live has 
more than 1,000 new homes scheduled, buy a copy of 
this booklet. If you are playing catch up with existing 
developments being built, it will still be a great place to 
start thinking about how you might engage with that 
challenge.

Simon Ellis is Mission Enabler for the United Reformed 
Church East Midlands Synod and a member of the 
Churches Together in England Group for New Housing
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Sing a new song 
– to an old tune
Songs to Shake Us Up
John Campbell
Kevin Mayhew
£29.99 (ringbound)
ISBN: 9781848678231

Throughout 22 years ministering in urban 
multicultural settings, John Campbell has written 
hymns “to help the Bible come alive for today’s 

urban believers”. Two hundred of his texts are published 
in Songs to Shake Us Up; accompanying CDs enable helpful 
previews and easy copying of both words and music onto 
service sheets. Each text offers Campbell’s reflection on 
a biblical passage, having been written for a particular 
fellowship and setting. He describes them as “intentionally 
specific, contextual, immediate and ephemeral”. Campbell 
cautions against assuming that everything written for so 
explicit a context is easily relevant to another.

Musically, the collection has two distinguishing 
features. First, although every text is new, almost all of 

the tunes are familiar. Secondly, he has ensured that the 
tunes are transposed down – as much as a fourth – for 
ease of singing. 

To aid reviewing the hymns, we sang them in Sunday 
worship. After four Sundays, I invited emails with people’s 
reactions. One person found the hymns “insightful 
without being garishly modern”. Another was concerned 
that if the hymns are sung to well known tunes, it would 
spoil both the words and music of the original hymns. 
Another comment said that “new lyrics and reassuringly 
familiar tunes made it possible to focus on the words”. 
Helped by the pastoral perception of some of John’s texts, 
one person said: “Sunday’s hymn really struck a chord 
with the darkest days of my mum’s dementia and I can 
imagine that may be true for others where the person 
they love is not really that person anymore.” 

As a worship leader, I will value this resource. It offers 
texts that say things no others do, and in ways I would 
not be able to create myself. Some I would not select 
because the language is too every day for my taste, but 
many will significantly enhance both what we derive from 
a biblical text and what we are able to offer in our praise 
and pondering. 

Nigel Uden is Minister of St Columba’s and Fulbourn 
United Reformed churches in Cambridge
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