
Bio-amendments suited for use in Australian certified 
organic food production systems

Utilisation of biologically derived input products is well accepted in the certified organic food production 
industry and is gaining acceptance across other food production systems.

Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management Inc. (WNRM) has recognised the need sharing knowledge 
relating to bio-amendment products to assist landholders looking at introducing more bio-amendment 
products into their operations.

The intention of this project is to conduct a first pass collation of supplier contacts and bio-amendment 
products certified for use within the organic food production industry.

This project was made possible as a result of the collaboration between WNRM and Certified Organic 
Bio-Dynamic Western Australia Inc. (COBWA), with funding provided by a National Landcare Program 
Smart Farms grant.

WNRM is an independent, community based organisation that provides leadership in the management 
of natural resources of the Avon River Basin of WA. WNRM aims for the sustainable use and enjoyment of 
the unique natural resources of the Wheatbelt, with the  objective of healthy soils, healthy environments, 
an  activated community and an aboriginal community that is connected to country.

COBWA is an industry group formed with the aim of advancing certified organic and biodynamic 
systems into food and fiber markets. COBWA’s mission is to grow  the certified organic and biodynamic 
industries in Western Australia.



Bio-Amendment: Any soil amendment containing biological materials such as stabilized compost, 
manure, non-faecal animal byproducts, peat moss, pre-consumer vegetative waste, sewage sludge 
biosolids, table waste, agricultural tea, or yard trimmings, alone or in combination. (Source: FDA)

Bio-Stimulant: Any substance or microorganism, in the form in which it is supplied to the user, applied 
to plants, seeds or the root environment with the intention to stimulate natural processes of plants 
benefiting nutrient use efficiency and/or tolerance to abiotic stress, regardless of its nutrient content, 
or any combination of such substances and/or microorganisms intended for this use. (Source: EU)

Organic Amendments: the composition of organic moieties derived from biomass and/or living beings. 
It generally includes compost, wood chips, biochar, animal manure, straw, husk, geotextile, and sewage 
manure. (Source: ScienceDirect)

Microbial Inoculants: are a blend of microorganisms that work with the soil and the soil life to improve 
it’s fertility and health. (Source: EMNZ)

Creation Procedure

The creation of this database required a large amount of manual data inputting, and this data was 
provided by the Australian Certifying Agencies either directly or indirectly through their websites. Further 
information on products was obtained by contacting individual suppliers, many of whom responded 
with information regarding their products, which allowed a more detailed and accurate categorization 
and description of their products. If a product in the database does not have a product description, or is 
allocated under the heading “other”, it is because no product description or allocation was provided by 
the supplier of that product. 

User Guide 
       
The database itself is split into three broad categories of bio-amendments: Bio Stimulants, Organic  
Amendments and Microbial Inoculants (all of which have been defined above)    
      
Each individual product has also been sorted via further specifications in their categories as is shown by 
the shaded box next to each product.          
 
The suppliers listed have hyperlinks on their names, this should take you to their websites. If a supplier 
doesn’t have a hyperlink this is because a website could not be found for this specific supplier.  
         
            

Glossary of Terms



Resources
  
NASAA: https://nasaaorganic.org.au/  

ACO: https://aco.net.au/Pages/Search/SearchAllowedInputs.aspx 

SXC: https://www.sxcertified.com.au/  

COBWA: https://www.cobwa.com.au/  

WNRM: https://www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au/  

Disclaimer 
        
This database provides a summary of data available as at 1 February 2021. It is merely a collection 
of data of the different products available, and is in no way an endorsement or recommendation 
by COBWA or WNRM of the efficacy of any product,or of any product supplier. Furthermore, this 
database is not complete as the process of product development and promotion is very fluid 
and users of this decision support tool need to make their own independent assessments on any 
particular product and or claim. The data gathered is still in its early stages of development and 
is not definitive. If you feel that there are products missing which fit the criterion or your product 
doesn’t have an adequate description please get in contact with COBWA so that the database can 

be improved for everyone’s benefit.         
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