
ed
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Revelations



BLaCK
within itself 
is diverse 

 I h
ad

 o
ur

 d
iffe

rences, the only thing that mat t e re d was that we were all blackI d
id

 n
ot

 u
nderstand my position in so c i e t y  as  a chi ld

 b
ecause while my peers and   

ReDBONE
noun 

A female or male of 
African American descent 

who is light skinned with 
red undertones

A
s  I  grew

 up ,  the “pale” ,  “white” ,  and “light bright” comments forced m
e to

 lo
ok

 in
 t

he
 m

ir
ro

r 



MASSa
forced white 

features into our
bloodlines 

These t r a i t s
 d

id
 n

ot
 o

rig
in

at
e f

rom love but rather from hate

As a l ightskinned woman who isn’t m
ixed, w

hite
 tr

aits
 are a reminder of the bruta l  c u lture of s

lave
ry

 a
nd

 the rape black women e
nd

ur
ed

   

ReD

many black 
families have 
someone 
nicknamed  

I im
agine I ’ l l  be the next “

Red” in
 the family 

Since I  was young I ’ve heard my dad call my m
aternal Aunt “Red” an d  I  never understood what it meant  u n t i l  I  g re w u

p 



INSuLTS

my proximity 
to whiteness 
has been used 
as fuel for invasive 
questions and 
  

The combination of being well  educated, l ig
htskinned, and having bad acne led me to hear comments l ike

“o
h 

bo
y y

ou
’re

 re
d”

, “y
ou talk white”, “what are you?”, “acne is not a black trait”

“W
ait

, so
 which one of your pare

nts

 is w
hite?”

“Yo
u’re so pale”,  “

you’re basically white”,  
“yo

u need a tan” 

MeLANiN
is a beautiful 

gift and I yearned 
for more 

 
  Be

tw
een th

e beautiful pigments ,  sun protection, privacy  

of  e m
otio

n 
(b

lushing), and n o r m
al

cy
 as a black person

It is a shame soci
et

y 
do

es
n’

t g
ive

 melan in  i t
s  

du
e 

pr
ai

se

m
elanin provides, I  wished I  

w
as

 d
ar

ke
r.



CoLoRISM
noun 
A practice of discrimination 
by which those with lighter 
skin are treated more 
favorably than those 
with darker skin

Because I truly ad o r e d d
ar

ke
r s

kin, I  w
as disappointed learning  a b o ut colorism 

Like, racism its scarring on a l l  a ccounts.  A
 dark-sk

inned peer o
f m

ine who has been hurt by colorism

to
ld me that before she knew me she assumed I was so liked due to my color FETiSH

for some
black men

my skin color is
  nothing but a

  

My peer ’s assumption wasn’t outlandish becau se  in  the dating world I o
ften did get preference over my darker friends.  

Sadly, when I would ask guys  w h at they like about me, the first thing that often w
as said w

as  “ l igh t s k in” 



CRiSiS

all this 
led me to 
an identity 
  

Li
gh

ts
ki

n 
ha

s p

riv
ilege but left m e fe e l ing excl

ud
ed

I f
e l

t t
he

 cris
is of a mixed girl

 w
i t

ho
ut

 t
he

 w
h i

te
 h

alf
 of the family  to  m

ak
e 

se
nse of it

I aM

I’ve come far but 
there is more work

to be done to be fully 
confident in who   

  

At the end of t
he day I a

m a black woman and only I can validate that fo
r m

yse
lf




