
 

 

 

S H I R A Z  

M A R G A R E T  R I V E R  |  2 0 1 9  

COLOUR  Deep brick red, subtle purple. 

NOSE Complex aromas of  liquorice spice violets and dark fruits. 

PALATE   The palate is savoury, generous rich round and soft, with Rhone 

like flavours of blueberry clove and pepper on the mid palate.   A wine 

with abundant rich flavours and powerful persistent tannins which are soft 

and supple. 

WINEMAKING The fruit was harvested from our Wills Domain Block 5 

Shiraz. Small berries and bunches a feature of the 2020 harvest were 

harvested by select harvester in the cool of the early morning and 

destemmed prior to being inoculated with a selected dried yeast strain. 

We managed to achieve many whole berries in the fermenter which 

resulted in some "whole berry" type flavours  in the resultant wine. Pump 

overs were done using a Turbo Piquer, which pumps volumes of juice 

gently over the cap to achieve gentle extraction. The wine was pressed 

after 4 days of maceration, directly to barrels. Following Malo lactic 

fermentation in barrels, the wine was sulphured, and matured in barrel for 

17 months prior to being stabilized filtered and bottled 

FOOD PAIRING Lamb cassoulet. 

VINTAGE NOTES:   The 2019 growing season was characterized by a 

warmish winter, followed by an un-seasonally cool spring. This resulted in 

a delayed bud burst for most varieties, but actually earlier for Chardonnay. 

Flowering for other varieties was later and had no impact. Throughout the 

region there was very little Mauri blossom (Eucalyptus species) a food 

source for Silver eyes, which meant bird netting was essential to minimize 

bird damage. The summer was mild, resulting in a prolonged verasion a 

good 2 weeks later than normal. Overall most varieties were picked 1-2 

weeks later than normal, and whilst there were a number of rain events 

throughout the ripening period the magnitude of these only impacted on 

those varieties where picking was imminent.  We experienced 60mm of 

rain over the Easter weekend, and were pleased that all our blocks had 

been picked at this point. 

There were reports of Botrytis outbreaks in some blocks throughout the 

region, but there were no disease issues in any of the Wills Domain blocks, 

and all varieties were picked at optimum. 

Q U I C K  N OT E S:  

V I N T A G E:  2 0 1 9  

W I N E MAK E RS :  Richard Rowe 

G RA P E  V A RI E TY :  100% 

Shiraz. 

BO T T LE D :  S e p te m b e r  2 0 2 0  

G RO W I N G  A RE A :  Ma r g a r e t  

R ive r  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l ia .  

A LC  % /V O L:  14.0 % v/v 

T I T RA TA BLE  A C I D I T Y:  

6.86g/l  

P H :  3 . 4 2  

C E LLA R P O T E N T IA L :  Best 

before 2030 

O A K :   F r e nc h  O a k :  3 0 %  

n e w ,   4 0 %   1  y e a r  o ld ,  3 0 %  

2 - y e a r - o ld  &  o ld e r .  

MA T U RAT I O N :  1 7  m o n t hs .  

 


