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Melinda Wagner was born in
Philadelphia in 1957. She received
her graduate degrees from the
University of Chicago and the
University of Pennsylvania where
she studied with Richard Wernick,
George Crumb, Shulamit Ran and
Jay Reise. Ms. Wagner's music has
been performed by the Chicago

. Symphony, the American

Composers Orchestra, the Chamber
Music Society of Lincoln Center, the
Society for New Music and other
leading organizations. Ms. Wagner
is the recipient of numerous honors,
including an award from the
American Academy of Arts and
Letters, fellowships from the
Guggenheim Memorial Foundation
and Howard Foundation (Brown

. University), three ASCAP Young

Composer Awards and resident
commissions from the Barlow
Foundation, the Mary Flagler Cary
Charitable Trust and the Fromm
Foundation (Harvard University).
Melinda Wagner's orchestral com-
position, Falling Angels, commis-
sioned by the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra and premiered in 1993,
was performed by the American
Composers Orchestra in 1995, and
again by the CSO in 1996 under
the AT&T American Encore series.
In 1999, Ms. Wagner was awarded
the Pulitzer Prize in Music for her
Concerto for Flute, Strings and
Percussion. Melinda Wagner's
compositions are published by
Theodore Presser and her Sextet
(1989) has been released on the
Opus One label.
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Poul Ruders was born in Ringsted,
Denmark, in 1949. He graduated
from the Royal Danish Academy
as an organist in 1975, and is
largely self-taught in composition.
The last decade has seen many
major Ruders commissions, the
largest being the recently (March,
2000) premiered opera, The
Handmaid's Tale. Based on
Margaret Atwood's futuristic
hovel, The Handmaid's Tale
received ecstatic press accolades:
"....the most important addition to
the repertoire since Adams' Nixon
in China, perhaps even since
Britten" (The Independent);
"Ruders is the Richard Strauss of

| the computer-age orchestra.

Ruders's music is remarkable at
every stage...the scoring is fabu-

lously inventive." (The Guardian).
A recording of The Handmaid's
Tale will released this Spring on
DACAPO. Other recent Ruders
works available an CD include the
Symphony No. 2 and Pigno
Concerto (DACAPC 8.224125), The
Sofar Trilogy (DACAPOQ 8.224054
‘Best of Year', American Record
Guide) Symphony No. 1, Thus Saw
St. John, Tundra, Gong (CHAN-
DOS 9179); Psalmadies,
Nightshade, Vox in Rama (BRIDGE
g037); and The Christmas Gospel,
The Bells, Etude and Ricercare,
Violin Concerto No. 1 (BRIDGE
gos57). Danish musicologist Per
Erland Rasmussen of the Carl
Nielsen Academy (Odense,
Denmark) is currently working on
a book about Ruders’s music.




Paul Lustig Dunkel is best known Mark Mandarano is currently

as founding Music Director of the assistant conductor of the
Westchester Philharmonic and Pacific Symphony Orchestra in
Resident Conductor of the Orange County, California. In
American Composers Orchestra, past seasons, he has served as
based in Carnegie Hall. Mr. resident conductor of the
Dunkel also enjoys an active career American Symphony Orchestra |
as a flute virtuoso, noted for his and the American Russian |
work in expanding the flute reper- Youth Orchestra, leading tours
tory through premieres and com- throughout the United States
missions. These premieres include and Russia. Mr. Mandarano's
Melinda Wagner's Concerto for guest engagements in Russia
it Flute, Strings and Percussion, first include The Moscow Chamber |
0 played by Dunkel with the Orchestra, the Ural Phil-
2 Westchester Philharmonic in May, harmonic Orchestra and the
% 1908, and repeated in Carnegie Ulianovsk State Orchestra. In
z Hall in September, 1998. In 1566, the US, he has guest conducted
» Leopold Stokowski named Mr. the American Composers
Dunkel principal flutist of the American Symphony Orchestra, a post he Orchestra, the Richmond
has also held with the Brooklyn Philharmonic, the American Composers Symphony, the Westchester
Orchestra, the New York City Ballet and numerous festival orchestras. ' Philharmonic, the Kansas City
Maestro Dunkel's many honors include the Leopold Stokowski Symphony and the Bard Festival Orchestra. A native of New Rochelle,
Conducting Award from the American Symphony Orchestra and a NY, Mr. Mandarano served as assistant conductor of the Westchester

Grammy nomination as a flutist. Philharmonic from 1991 through 19g6.




Sir Andrew Davis will become
Music Director and Principal
Conductor of the Lyric Opera of
Chicago, beginning in
September, 2000. Conductor
Laureate of the Toronto
Symphony, Mr. Davis also is
Music Director of the
Glyndebourne Festival Opera,
and Music Director of the BBC
Symphony, London, through
‘Last Night of the Proms' in
September, 2000, whereupon he
A will become that orchestra's first-
i ever Conductor Laureate. Recent
Bl seasons have included engage-
M ments such as the NDR
Hamburg, the Vienna Symphony,
the Stockholm Philharmenic, the
Boston and Toronto Symphonies, the NY Philharmonic, the
Philadelphia Orchestra and the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra. In
recognition of his services to music, Andrew Davis was awarded a CBE
in May, 1992. In 1999 he was made a Knight Bachelor and thus, is now
properly known as Sir Andrew Davis, CBE.

Westchester Philharmonic

Paul Lustig Dunkel, Music Director and Conductor

Under the direction of Paul Lustig Dunkel, the Westchester Philharmonic has in
17 seasons established itself as a major component in the musical life of metro-
politan New York, and an orchestra of superb accomplishment. Together with
Maestro Paul Dunkel, who has been hailed for his creative programming and
wide-ranging musical interest, and such acclaimed guest soloists as ltzhak
Perlman, Isaac Stern, Andre Watts, Midori, Gil Shaham, Vladimir Feltsman and
Frederica von Stade, the Westchester Philharmonic offers up masterpieces of
the past and present at Purchase College's Performing Arts Center to some
38,000 listeners a year. In addition, each season the orchestra presents
"MusicAmerica," a musical tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. that benefits
local human-service organizations. The Westchester Philharmonic also pre-
sents a variety of programs for young listeners, including an Education
Program serving thousands of students in 77 area schools.

BBC Symphony Orchestra

Sir Andrew Davis, Music Director

The BBC Symphony Orchestra is the principal orchestra of the British
Broadcasting Corporation, and is based in London. The orchestra was founded
in 1930, with Adrian Boult as its permanent conductor. The world's leading con-
ductors appeared as guests soon after its foundation, among them Richard
Strauss, Felix Weingartner, Bruno Walter and Arturo Toscanini. The BBC
Symphony Orchestra today, is widely recognized as a world leader in the perfor-
mance and recording of contemporary orchestral music.
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