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EDUCATION 

Empowering Young Girls through Education 

This is Irma Yolanda Chiroy Bocel from Sololá, 
Guatemala. She is 14 years old and is one of the new 
girls we sponsor high quality education for since 
Angela, the previous benefactor graduated. We 
believe that as a business we can create substantial 
impact in farming communities by increasing farmer’s 
incomes and by supporting programs in the 
communities that will help young girls and boys strive 
and have a better future.  
Yolanda’s mother is part of the group of women 
weavers we buy from through Mayan Hands to create 
our Gento Gift Bags. Mayan Hands, is an organization 
that empowers women weavers in rural areas, and 
assists them in increasing the quality of their products 
and finding better markets. We pay fair trade prices 
for the products that we buy which empower these 
women entrepreneurs to increase their income so they 

can provide for their families. 

Back to School Program 

Through our family farm, Finca de Dios, supplier 
of the “Don Roberto” Coffee; we gave a full 
year of school supplies to each of the children 
of the farmworkers so they are motivated and 
ready to go back to school in their towns. These 
children spend their vacations at the farm, 
while the parents work for the harvest. We try to 
make their time enjoyable at the farm as well 
as motivate them to support their children to 
finish school. This year we were able to give 19 
children school supplies, and we hope to 
continue motivating them to go to school every 
year they visit us. 
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FOOD SECURITY & NUTRITION 
 
School Orchards 
 
This year we sponsored a school orchard in the 
region of Huehuetenango, Guatemala. This 
became an educational activity by involving the 
children, parents, teachers, principals, and 
community authorities; becoming small learning 
labs applying bio-intensive agricultural 
techniques and planting native species high in 
nutrients. This was accompanied by a workshop 
where the community learned recipes, high in 
nutritional value, by combining vegetables rich 
in vitamins, minerals and protein. The school 
gardens also supplement school snacks that 
have become part of children’s daily diet.  
                                                                                                                 
 
CLEAN WATER 
 
Water Purifying Filters 
 
Through the GENTO giving back program we gave 
water purifying filters to families in the coffee 
communities we buy our coffee from. Many 
families in rural communities do not have access 
to clean water, causing diarrheas and malnutrition 
for kids and young women. By providing families 
with water filters, along with the the right 
education on good hygiene and nutritional 
practices, mothers can better ensure the health of 
their children.  
 

GENTO’s founder, Ashley Prentice, with 
Angelica (Left) this year’s scholarship 

recipient, at the Mayan Hands scholarship 
ceremony in Panajachel, Sololá. 

 
 
 

 


