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THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S GRACE
What is the Explicit Gospel of God’s Grace?

 Up to this point we have learned that God created human beings in His image to walk in unhindered fellowship 
with Him and reflect Him in the world. That fellowship was broken when Adam and Eve mistrusted God’s heart and 
disobeyed the boundaries He had established for them, choosing independence from Him. With that disobedience came 
sin that would fracture and darken not just every human heart that would follow, but the creation itself.  Where Adam 
and Eve once loved the presence of God and felt no shame, they now wanted to hide and run away from Him. Humanity 
was launched on a trajectory of separation from God, deserving of God’s justice towards all sin.

 But rather than giving us what we deserve, “God demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

 Where we could never get back to God on our own, God made a way. Immediately after Adam and Eve’s sin, God 
began to unfold His plan of redemption. Through thousands of years of history, God made good on His many promises 
of The One who would bring redemption and salvation, a coming Messiah who would save the people from their sins 
and bring salvation and blessing to the whole world, even after the repeated failures of His people. 

 The Gospel is the good news that Jesus – God the Son, fully God and fully Man, the long-awaited and promised Messiah 
– died on the cross to pay the price for our sins so that we might be reconciled to right relationship with Him – completely 
forgiven, set free from the penalty and power of sin, and given a new heart that can turn away from sin and enjoy the 
presence of God. He was raised from the dead on the third day, defeating death, sin, and Satan, so that all who believe in 
Him and call on His name shall be saved (John 3:16, Romans 10:13).  We are saved by grace through faith in Christ. 

 God’s grace is His lavish, undeserved kindness towards us. Faith is a whole-hearted belief that goes beyond just 
head level belief – it’s a surrender to God in trust, confidence, and love, and it produces obedience.  To give an analogy, 
we can believe that a chair will hold us, but faith is sitting down in the chair and acting upon that belief.  And Christ is 
The One who gave Himself for us to enact such a marvelous gift of salvation.

THE GOSPEL OF GOD’S GRACE

Look up Ephesians 2:8-9: fill in the blanks:

8 For by                           you have been saved through                           . And this is not your own 

doing; it is the                           of God, 9 not a result of                             , so that no one may boast.

PAUSE
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PAUSE:
REFLECTION: Where have you seen God’s love and grace in your life? How does His mercy and grace 
toward you impact you?

 On the cross, God’s justice and mercy came 
together in the most incredible way. Jesus bore the 
just penalty for our sin through the sacrifice of His 
own life so that we might become the objects of His 
mercy instead of judgment. 

 We are not saved by cleaning ourselves up and 
being a “good person.” We could never be good 
enough to reach God on our own performance and 
merit. Rather, by grace through faith, we are united 
with Jesus, and His track record is credited to our 
account – “just as if we had never sinned, just as if 
we had always obeyed” (Elyse M. Fitzpatrick). In the 

greatest exchange possible, Christ took our sin on the 
cross so we could get His righteousness, and “there 
is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 8:1). When we come to God, He no 
longer sees our sin, but the perfection of His Son 
covering us. 

 Furthermore, the Gospel is not only that Jesus 
died on the cross to save us from our sins, but it’s 
also the story of God making all things new as He 
establishes His dwelling and rule in the world as it 
is in Heaven.  This new creation will one day be fully 
realized when Christ returns. 

PAUSE:
REFLECTION: Did you learn anything new about the Gospel here? Can you summarize in your own 
words what the Gospel is? 

DEEPER DIVE
The Gospel

 (Consider starting by reading Luke 23-24, one of the 
accounts of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.)

John 3:16-17  
 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10  
 9 For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. 10 Christ died 
for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he 
returns, we can live with him forever. 

Titus 3:4-7  
 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things 

Let’s take a deeper dive into God’s own words to more fully understand 
what the Gospel is. 
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we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified 
by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of 
eternal life. 

Romans 3:21-25  

 21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of 
God has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that came 
by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice 
of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be 
received by faith. 

Isaiah 53:3-6, 11, NIV  

 3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man 
of suffering, and familiar with pain... 4 Surely he took up 
our pain and bore our suffering... 5 he was pierced for 
our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by 
his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all… 11 After he 
has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 
and he will bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:3-6, 11 was 
written approximately 700 years before Jesus was born.)

1 John 2:1-2  

 1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you 
will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He 
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Ephesians 2:1-10  
 1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience 
and your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just like the 

rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of 
the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work 
in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of 
us used to live that way, following the passionate desires 
and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature 
we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 
4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 
that even though we were dead because of our sins, he 
gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is 
only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he 
raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us 
with him in the heavenly realms because we are united 
with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future 
ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace 
and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for 
us who are united with Christ Jesus. 8 God saved you by 
his grace when you believed.  And you can’t take credit 
for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward 
for the good things we have done, so none of us can 
boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 
things he planned for us long ago. 

Repentance
 
Mark 1:14-15  

 14 … Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 
gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in 
the gospel.” 

Psalm 51:16-17  

 16 “You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer 
one... The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit.  17 You 
will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God.” 

Acts 2:38  

 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.” 
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Acts 3:19-20  

 19 Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so 
that your sins may be wiped away. 20 Then times of 
refreshment will come from the presence of the Lord, 
and he will again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah.

 To repent literally means to experience an internal 
change of mind (thoughts, perceptions, dispositions, and 
purposes). The first call of Jesus in his public ministry 
was “repent” – to experience a radical inward change 
toward God and others. Repentance starts in the mind 
and heart and naturally produces new behaviors that 
reflect this inward change. Repentance is also a gift from 
God, given with faith (Acts 5:21), that enables us to turn 
away from our sin (which is bondage) and turn towards 
God (who possesses the qualitative life we long for). 
Repentance is therefore a delight and privilege. Left to 
ourselves, we will all run away from God. But as God 
works in our hearts, granting us the “kindness that leads 
to repentance” (Romans 2:4), we are set free from the 
power of sin and enabled to come to God where we 
find all goodness, life, and joy. Repentance is not just a 
one-time event when you first come to Jesus, but the 
ongoing call and pattern for a follower of Jesus.

Faith (or Belief)

Hebrews 11:1-3 & 6  

 1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the 
ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand 
that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that 
what is seen was not made out of what was visible ...  
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

Romans 4:20-21  

 20 Yet [Abraham] did not waver through unbelief 
regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened 
in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully 
persuaded that God had power to do what he 
had promised. 

Romans 10:9  

 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 

John 11:25-26  

 25 Jesus said to her,  “I am the resurrection and the life. 
The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 
26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die ...” 

John 6:35  

 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in 
me shall never thirst.”

John 7:37-38  

 37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus 
stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come 
to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water.’” 

 About the previous two verses: “Faith (or 
believing), is spiritually coming to Jesus to eat and drink that 
which takes away and satisfies soul hunger and thirst. Faith 
is being satisfied with all that God is for us in Jesus, not just 
an assent to truths, but heartfelt valuing and treasuring of 
all that God promises to be for us in Jesus” (John Piper).

REFLECTION: How is Biblical faith/belief different from just mental assent to correct truths about God?

REFLECTION: Have you come to Jesus in repentance and faith? If not, what is stopping you?
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God made human beings with 
personal and relational qualities like 
His own (Genesis 1:26) and desired 
to have a delightful relationship with 
them. But something went terribly 
wrong. When Adam and Eve chose to 
follow Satan’s advice in the Garden 
of Eden (Genesis 3), sin poisoned the 
world and now we are all born with 
the desire to do things our own way, 
not God’s.

God created mankind 
in his own image … God 
saw all that he had 
made, and it was very 
good.” Genesis 1:27, 31

Our sins against a good and holy God 
have distanced us from Him (Isaiah 
59:2). God “cannot tolerate wrongdo-
ing” (Habakkuk 1:12). Through sin we 
forfeit a relationship with God, and 
along with it our happiness. The result of 
all this is death. Spiritual death is 
separation from God in a very real place 
called hell. Physical death marks the 
end of our opportunity to enter into a 
relationship with God and avoid eternal 
condemnation (Hebrews 9:27).

For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory 
of God.” Romans 3:23

There is absolutely nothing we can do to restore ourselves 
to God. He is holy, we are not. In fact, He says even our good 
deeds are like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). But God loved us so 
much He sent us His Son Jesus, fully God and fully Man, to 
deliver us from death and give us life (John 3:16). "God 
demonstrates his own love toward us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).

Jesus went to the cross to pay the price for our sins. He did 
for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves. When Jesus died 
for us, He said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). The Greek word 
translated “it is finished” was written across certificates of 
debt when they were canceled. It meant “paid in full.” 
Jesus then rose from the grave, conquering sin and death 
(1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

The wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23

God’s greatest gift is a restored relationship 
with Himself, delivering us from hell and 
granting us entry into Heaven (John 3:36). This 
gift depends not on our merit but solely on 
Christ’s work of grace for us on the cross (Titus 
3:5). He is the one and only way to God. He said, 
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me”
 (John 14:6).

For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith — and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God — not by works, so that no 
one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

To be right with God, we must admit our 
sinful hearts and actions, and ask God’s 
forgiveness. If we do, He graciously 
promises full forgiveness: “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness”(1 John 1:9). Then we are 
to affirm to others that the resurrected 
Jesus is our Lord.

If you declare with your 
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and 
believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” 
Romans 10:9

The life we long for is freely offered to us 
in Christ. We can believe His promise and 
call on Him to save us, humbly accepting 
His gift of eternal life: “Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved” (Romans 10:13). God’s Holy Spirit 
indwells us and helps us obey Him 
(2 Timothy 1:14).

Whoever hears my word 
and believes him who sent 
me has eternal life and will 
not be judged but has 
crossed over from death 
to life.” John 5:24

YOU CAN KNOW CHRIST 
PERSONALLY OUR PROBLEM,

GOD’S SOLUTION

“Dear God, I ADMIT that I’m a sinner and the penalty of my sin is death. I BELIEVE that Jesus Christ is Lord, and that He died 
and rose from the dead for my sin. And I CONFESS Jesus as my Savior. Please forgive me. I repent of my sin and surrender 

my life to You. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen." 

“I remember how draining it was to live a performance-based lifestyle 
before I accepted Christ as Lord of my life. The peace of being uncon-
ditionally loved by a Savior who paid the price for my salvation is 
humbling and uplifting at the same time. There’s no greater joy than 
knowing that I can abide in love instead of having to work for it.”

If these words reflect your heart and you would like to receive salvation through Jesus Christ, say this 
prayer to God. It's as simple as A-B-C: Admit, Believe, Confess.

By Randy Alcorn
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God made human beings with 
personal and relational qualities like 
His own (Genesis 1:26) and desired 
to have a delightful relationship with 
them. But something went terribly 
wrong. When Adam and Eve chose to 
follow Satan’s advice in the Garden 
of Eden (Genesis 3), sin poisoned the 
world and now we are all born with 
the desire to do things our own way, 
not God’s.

God created mankind 
in his own image … God 
saw all that he had 
made, and it was very 
good.” Genesis 1:27, 31

Our sins against a good and holy God 
have distanced us from Him (Isaiah 
59:2). God “cannot tolerate wrongdo-
ing” (Habakkuk 1:12). Through sin we 
forfeit a relationship with God, and 
along with it our happiness. The result of 
all this is death. Spiritual death is 
separation from God in a very real place 
called hell. Physical death marks the 
end of our opportunity to enter into a 
relationship with God and avoid eternal 
condemnation (Hebrews 9:27).

For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory 
of God.” Romans 3:23

There is absolutely nothing we can do to restore ourselves 
to God. He is holy, we are not. In fact, He says even our good 
deeds are like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). But God loved us so 
much He sent us His Son Jesus, fully God and fully Man, to 
deliver us from death and give us life (John 3:16). "God 
demonstrates his own love toward us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).

Jesus went to the cross to pay the price for our sins. He did 
for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves. When Jesus died 
for us, He said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). The Greek word 
translated “it is finished” was written across certificates of 
debt when they were canceled. It meant “paid in full.” 
Jesus then rose from the grave, conquering sin and death 
(1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

The wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23

God’s greatest gift is a restored relationship 
with Himself, delivering us from hell and 
granting us entry into Heaven (John 3:36). This 
gift depends not on our merit but solely on 
Christ’s work of grace for us on the cross (Titus 
3:5). He is the one and only way to God. He said, 
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me”
 (John 14:6).

For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith — and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God — not by works, so that no 
one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9

To be right with God, we must admit our 
sinful hearts and actions, and ask God’s 
forgiveness. If we do, He graciously 
promises full forgiveness: “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness”(1 John 1:9). Then we are 
to affirm to others that the resurrected 
Jesus is our Lord.

If you declare with your 
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and 
believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” 
Romans 10:9

The life we long for is freely offered to us 
in Christ. We can believe His promise and 
call on Him to save us, humbly accepting 
His gift of eternal life: “Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved” (Romans 10:13). God’s Holy Spirit 
indwells us and helps us obey Him 
(2 Timothy 1:14).

Whoever hears my word 
and believes him who sent 
me has eternal life and will 
not be judged but has 
crossed over from death 
to life.” John 5:24

YOU CAN KNOW CHRIST 
PERSONALLY OUR PROBLEM,

GOD’S SOLUTION

“Dear God, I ADMIT that I’m a sinner and the penalty of my sin is death. I BELIEVE that Jesus Christ is Lord, and that He died 
and rose from the dead for my sin. And I CONFESS Jesus as my Savior. Please forgive me. I repent of my sin and surrender 

my life to You. I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen." 

“I remember how draining it was to live a performance-based lifestyle 
before I accepted Christ as Lord of my life. The peace of being uncon-
ditionally loved by a Savior who paid the price for my salvation is 
humbling and uplifting at the same time. There’s no greater joy than 
knowing that I can abide in love instead of having to work for it.”

If these words reflect your heart and you would like to receive salvation through Jesus Christ, say this 
prayer to God. It's as simple as A-B-C: Admit, Believe, Confess.

By Randy Alcorn
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The Gospel is the good news that Jesus died on the cross to pay the price 
for our sins so that we might be reconciled to right relationship with Him. 
He was physically resurrected on the third day, defeating death, sin, and 
Satan, so that all who believe in Him and call on His name shall be saved.

We are saved by grace through faith in Christ. 

Jesus bore the just penalty for our sin through the sacrifice of His own life 
so that we might become the objects of His mercy instead of judgment. 

Christ took our sin on the cross so we could get His righteousness by 
faith and stand before God as righteous.

Faith is trust in God that goes beyond just head level belief. It is reflected 
in love for and obedience to God. 

KEY POINTS
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THE NEW IDENTITY OF THE INCREASE

 When you come to Jesus in trust and surrender, the Bible says you are a new creation with a new heart and a new 
identity.  Where your heart was once unresponsive to God, it is now responsive and alive to Him.  Where you were once 
alienated from God as an orphan you are now born of God into His family, with Him as your perfect Father and other 
believers as your spiritual family. 

REFLECTION: How have you seen the transformative power of God in your life? What “old” has gone 
and what “new” has come?

 When these truths of our new heart and identity 
are embraced and internalized, we live from a different 
place. Just as an orphan adopted into the best earthly 

family possible lives with a new fundamental identity, 
so should we when we live as a beloved child of God. 

Look up 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) and fill in the blanks:

Therefore, if anyone is in _________, the new __________ has come: The 

_______ has gone, the new is here!

PAUSE:

THE NEW IDENTITY OF THE INCREASE
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	 In	 this	 passage,	 we	 find	 several	 glorious	 truths	
about our identity in Christ that we should meditate 
on often. Let these truths encourage you and stir your 
heart to praise. 

 You are ... 

 In Christ -  We have been invited into the 
Divine fellowship of the Father, Son, and Spirit We have 
been united with Christ – He lives in us and we live in 
Him. Our union with Him is what gives us access to 
every spiritual blessing that comes from Him – in His 
presence there is fullness of joy (Psalm 16:11). 

 Blessed with every spiritual 
blessing -  As James says, every good and perfect 
gift comes from God (James 1:17). While we are not 
promised physical health or prosperity in this life, 
God has given us access to the storehouse of every 
spiritual blessing we desire and need – things like 
love, joy, peace, abundant life, contentment, power to 
overcome sin, strength of character, the enjoyment of 

His presence, and every good thing that comes from 
Him. These spiritual blessings are what infuse our lives 
with eternal meaning, hope, and beauty. 

 Chosen - Verse 4 tells us that God chose 
us before the foundation of the world. He did not 
choose us according to our merit, but according to 
the riches of His love and mercy. He did not choose 
us begrudgingly but joyfully, and because He wanted 
to. Before you were even born, God knew you, loved 
you, and chose to pour out His love on you.

 Adopted - Just as earthly adoption does not 
begin with the will of the child, so our heavenly 
adoption began long ago with the loving intention 
of our Heavenly Father. He has brought us into His 
eternal family and He is our Father. 

 A great theologian, J.I. Packer, brings out the 
importance of this theme of adoption when he uses it 
to	define	what	being	a	Christian	most	fundamentally	
means. He says, “What is a Christian? The question 

Look up Ephesians 1:3-14

Religion vs. The Gospel
Religion The Gospel

I do, therefore I’m accepted

Work for approval

I obey God in order to get things from God

Motivated by fear and insecurity

Finds its identity in my good works

I’m accepted, therefore I do

Work from approval

I obey in order to get God

Motivated by a deep love for God and joy

Finds its identity in the One who did all 
the work for me on the cross
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can be answered in many ways, but the richest answer 
I know is that a Christian is one who has God as 
Father… Our understanding of Christianity cannot be 
better than our grasp of adoption… The truth of our 
adoption gives us the deepest insights that the New 

Testament affords into the greatness of God’s love. 
If you want to judge how well a person understands 
Christianity,	 find	 out	 how	 much	 he	 makes	 of	 the	
thought of being God’s child, and having God as his 
Father” (J.I. Packer, Knowing God).

 Destined for great things - God has 
destined	you	to	live	a	life	with	Him	that	reflects	and	
testifies	of	His	 glory	and	grace.	He	has	destined	you	
to be conformed to the likeness and image of His Son 
(Romans 8:29). He has destined you to walk in good 
works that He has prepared for you (Ephesians 2:10). 
And He has destined you for an eternal inheritance that 
will never fade or perish (1 Peter 1:4). 

 Redeemed - You were bought at a costly 
price with the precious blood of Christ. You were in 
prison and He came to rescue you.  This rescue didn’t 
just cost Him a little, it cost Him his very life that 
he	 joyfully	 and	 sacrificially	 laid	 down.	Hebrews	 12:2	
says that it was for the joy set before Him that Jesus 
endured the cross. He delighted to pay the price to 
deliver us from bondage and bring us to Himself. 

 Forgiven - Every sin (past, present, and future) 
was nailed to the cross, wiped clean, paid for in full, 
and forgiven completely. “As far as the east is from 
the west, so far does he remove our transgressions 
from us” (Psalm 103:12), and as the Lord says in Isaiah 
1:18, “though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow.” You are free from every ounce of guilt 
and there is now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).

 Lavished with love and grace - His 
love and grace weren’t measured out, they have been 
poured out in abundance. Figuratively speaking, we 
are completely immersed in an ocean of His love and 
grace, and God delights in you. 

 An heir with an imperishable and 
eternal inheritance  - 1 Peter 1:3-4 says that 
we have been “born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to 
an	 inheritance	 that	 is	 imperishable,	 undefiled,	 and	
unfading, kept in heaven for you.” Ultimately, our 
inheritance is the heavenly promised land and city of 
God – a new creation that will never wear out, fade, 
be	 stained	 by	 sin,	 or	 taken	 away.	We	 enjoy	 the	 first	
fruits of our inheritance in this life in every spiritual 
blessing through our fellowship with Christ, but will 
one day enjoy the fullness of our inheritance in a “new 
heavens and new earth” where we will dwell in the 
presence of God with new resurrection bodies and 
no more sin, death, or suffering.

 Sealed with the Holy Spirit and 
guaranteed eternal life - A seal is a personal 
sign of an owner. You have been marked by God that 
you belong to Him, and He has taken full responsibility 
for taking care of you. He proudly says of you, “You are 

REFLECTION: Borrowing from JI Packer’s words, how much do you make of the thought of being God’s 
child and having God as Father? How does this truth impact your heart?



39  |  Chapter 6

my beloved child.” The Holy Spirit (who now lives in 
you) provides assurance to you that you are indeed 
God’s child, as Romans 8:15-16 says, “You have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit 

that we are children of God.” What God has started, 
He will see through to completion. If you are sealed by 
the God of the Universe, you can be assured that He 
will bring you all the way through this life into eternity 
with Him.

REFLECTION: How can you practically live out this idea of unity in diversity and the new communal 
identity you have as a believer?

REFLECTION: What truth from Ephesians 1 impacted you the most and why?

 One Family of God

 Not only do you have a new individual identity, you 
also have a new community and family identity. The family 
of	God	is	ONE	unified	body	made	up	of	a	diverse	group	
of people from every tongue, tribe, and nation, every 
background, skin color, and socio-economic status. Such 
beautiful	unity	reflects	God’s	own	unity,	as	it	bears	witness	
to the oneness that is shared between the Father, Son, 
and Spirit (there is one God who exists as Father, Son, 
and Spirit, which is why we refer to God as the Trinity).

 This new family identity is why it is impossible to 
say you love God, but don’t love or want anything to 
do with His people, His Church. Intimate involvement 

with His people is not optional for believers. God calls 
His followers to a myriad of  “one another” commands 
in His Word – things like love one another, pray for one 
another, bear one another’s burdens, forgive one another, 
meet regularly with one another, serve one another, and 
on	and	on.	We	cannot	 fulfill	 these	commandments	on	
our own. 

 Just as an earthly family should stick together and 
stay	unified	through	all	that	life	brings,	so	should	we	
fight	for	unity	among	the	people	of	God.	Our	unity	and	
love will not only nourish our own spiritual growth, 
but will showcase who Jesus is to the world, as Jesus 
said, “All people will know that you are my disciples if 
you have love for one another” (John 13:35).

DEEPER DIVE
 Born of God (A New Heart)

1 Peter 1:3-4 & 23  
 3 In his great mercy he has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never 

 

perish, spoil or fade...23 For you have been born again, 
not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through 
the living and enduring word of God. 

Let’s take a deeper dive into God’s own words about our new heart and 
new identity in Him.
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John 3:3-8  
 3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can 
see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” 
Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second 
time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless they are born of water and 
the Spirit. 6	 Flesh	 gives	 birth	 to	 flesh,	 but	 the	 Spirit	
gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at 
my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot 
tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is 
with everyone born of the Spirit.”

John 1:12-13  
 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God— 13 children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God. 

Ezekiel 36:26-27   
 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit 
in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and 
give	you	a	heart	of	flesh.	27 And I will put my Spirit in 
you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful 
to keep my laws (prophecy before Christ came).

 Children of God (A New Identity) 

Galatians 4:4-7   
 4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent 
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those under the law, that we might receive 
adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit 
who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a 
slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God 
has made you also an heir. 

Romans 8:14-17   
 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God 
are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received 
does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 
your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, 
Father.” 16	The	Spirit	himself	 testifies	with	our	 spirit	
that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, 
then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order 
that we may also share in his glory. 

Ephesians 1:5   
 In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship 
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure 
and will. 

 Children of God (A New 
Communal Identity)

1 Peter 2:9-10   
 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

Ephesians 2:19   
 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God.

Romans 12:5   
 So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. 

Philippians 3:20   
 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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DEEPER DIVE
Galatians 3:28   
 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 18-20   
 12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but 
all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 

13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form 
one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even 
so the body is not made up of one part but of many… 
18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, 
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If 
they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 
As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

QUESTION: How does your mind and heart need to be renewed and transformed about the 
way you now see your identity as a child of God? 

REFLECTION:  What does the world encourage us to put our identity, worth, and value in, and what things 
have you put your identity and value in up to this point, or before coming to Jesus? How do your mind and 
heart need to be renewed and transformed in light of the way you now see your identity as a child of God?

 
When you come to Jesus in faith, the Bible says you are a new creation with a 
new heart and a new identity.

Just as an orphan adopted into an amazing family lives with a new fundamental 
identity, so should we when we live as a beloved child of God.

When we put our faith in Christ, we see that we are: in Christ, blessed with every 
spiritual blessing, chosen, adopted, destined for great things, redeemed, forgiven, 
lavished with love and grace, an heir with an imperishable and eternal Inheritance, 
sealed with the Holy Spirit and guaranteed eternal life (Ephesians 1:3-14).

The family of God is one unified body made up of a diverse group of people. 
Such beautiful unity in diversity reflects the Trinitarian nature of God.

We cannot fulfill the “one another” commands alone. Our unity and love 
showcases who Jesus is to the world.

KEY POINTS
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THE NEW LIFE OF THE BELIEVER
 In the previous chapter we looked at our new nature – new hearts that are reborn of God – and our new identity 
as children of God. These are gifts of God accessed by coming to Him in faith, and the starting point of living a new life 
in Christ. However, even with a new nature and identity, we will still battle against sin and our “old nature.” A work of 
change and transformation (called sanctification) needs to be done where we become more and more like Jesus, and 
this is a lifelong process. 

 Just as our physical birth determines our identity in some sense, our spiritual birth determines our identity on 
an eternal scale. Just as a child will resemble their biological parents in some ways, a child of God has the privilege of 
resembling their Heavenly Father. 

 A child of God should bear the family resemblance to the Father.

 God begins a good work in us that we are called 
to participate in through the submission of our will 
with His. He empowers and sustains us with His Spirit 
and grace, and calls us to cooperate with Him in this 
transformation work. 

 
 

In Philippians 2:12-13, Paul tells us to “... work out 
your salvation …  for it is God who works in you to 
will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 

Look up Ephesians 5:1 and fill in the blanks:

Therefore be                                   of God, as beloved                                    ...

PAUSE

THE NEW LIFE OF THE BELIEVER

PAUSE:REFLECTION: What is the submission and cooperation between you and God that you see in this verse?  

Your role in the process of sanctification
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 As you can see, we work out our salvation by 
putting our will, mind, body, and strength into obeying 
and following Him as God works in us. As the New 
Living Translation of Philippians 2:13 puts it: “For 
God is working in you, giving you the desire and the 
power to do what pleases him.” 

 We cannot obey God’s Word or become more 
like Jesus in our own strength and power. Only God’s 
life in and through us can do that, which is why Jesus 
told us to abide in Him (remain connected to Him) in 
order to bear fruit (or walk in good works that honor 
Him), for apart from Him we cannot bear fruit (John 
15:4-5). But that doesn’t mean we are passive in this 
process. God has given us a part to play. We are called 
to actively trust and obey God with our whole being, 
growing in knowledge and love for Him, and seeking 

to live in faithful service to Him and others. 

 Our new nature in Christ is “created to be like 
God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 
4:24), and Romans 8:29 says that God has predestined 
us to be conformed to the image and likeness of His 
Son. Our destiny is to become like Jesus and bear the 
family resemblance to Him. 

 When we see God face to face one day, sin will be 
done away with and we will be fully who God created 
us to be with no more stains or flaws.  We will purely 
reflect the image of God as we were intended. Living 
with this end in mind (of standing before God one 
day) can be a powerful motivating force in our lives 
to continue to purify ourselves and seek to become 
more like Jesus.

The Holy Spirit’s role in the process of sanctification

PAUSE:

REFLECTION: Is there a particular area of your life that God is growing and/or calling you to look more 
like Jesus right now?

 While we are called to work out our salvation 
and imitate Christ, it should be emphasized again that 
we cannot do this in our own strength and power. 
We can only walk in faith and obedience according to the 
power of the Holy Spirit inside of us. This reality often 
gets overlooked in a culture steeped in an ideology 
of self-help and self-actualization. In a stunning poll by 
George Barna, he found that nearly 60% of Americans 
who regularly attend Christian churches say there is 
no such thing as the Holy Spirit, and that the Holy 
Spirit is just a symbol of God’s power or presence or 
purity.  This belief not only falls outside of essential (or 
orthodox) Christian truth, but it cuts off and denies 
the third member of the Trinity who imparts the 
power of God to us we so desperately need.

 In John 16:7, Jesus tells His disciples, “I tell you the 
truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if 
I go, I will send him to you.” The Helper here is the 
Holy Spirit, the third member of the Trinity. Can you 
imagine being a disciple to the King of Kings, Savior, 
and Messiah and Him telling you it would be better 
if He went away? What could possibly be better than 
God in the flesh being physically present with them? 
We might ask the same thing, longing for the day when 
we meet Jesus face to face, or wishing we could be 
physically with Him. To be sure, that day will one day 
come, either when we die or when Jesus returns. But 
God’s ways are not our ways, and His redemption plan 
was surprisingly different than expected.
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REFLECTION: How does the knowledge that God the Spirit dwells inside of you impact you? What is your 
posture towards Him?

 The only thing better than God next to us is God inside 
of us.

 After Jesus paid the price for our sin on the cross, 
the Way back to God was made. We could now have 
fellowship with God, and His Spirit could come dwell 
inside of us. Only His Spirit inside of us can set us 
free from the power of sin and empower us to walk 
with Him in faith and obedience. Only by His Spirit 
can we experience His life in us and receive every 
spiritual blessing from Him. Only by His Spirit can we 

be transformed from the inside out and live a life that 
honors and glorifies Him. 

The very Spirit of the God who spoke the cosmos 
into existence with a word, the One who knit you 
together in your mother’s womb and intimately 
knows every detail about you, dwells inside of you. 
The only things we need for Him to work mightily in 
our hearts and lives are a humble and surrendered 
heart, a willing spirit, and open hands.

Here are five truths (among many) about the role of the Holy Spirit:

He lets us know that we are loved 
children of God 

 God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us 
(Romans 5:5).

 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
(Galatians 4:6).

 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons 
of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery 
to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs 
of God and fellow heirs with Christ (Romans 8:13-17).

He illuminates the truth

 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 

your remembrance all that I have said to you (John 14:26).

 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, 
but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare 
to you the things that are to come (John 16:13).

 10 But it was to us that God revealed these things 
by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and 
shows us God’s deep secrets. 11 No one can know a 
person’s thoughts except that person’s own spirit, and 
no one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own 
Spirit. 12 And we have received God’s Spirit (not the 
world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things 
God has freely given us (1 Corinthians 2:10-12, NLT). 

 *Note:  While the verses listed here from John 14 and 16 
are first and foremost a promise to the disciples regarding their 
future role in writing Scripture, there is also a broader application 
and principle from these verses that the Holy Spirit leads, 
teaches, and guides all believers as well.

He helps us in our weakness and 
intercedes for us
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 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For 
we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep 
for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God (Romans 8:26-27).

He gives us power, life, and freedom 

 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit 
who dwells in you… 13 If you live according to the flesh 
you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live (Romans 8:11, 13).

 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth (Acts 1:8).

 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is freedom (2 Corinthians 3:17).

He gives us His fruit and gifts 

 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there is no law 
(Galatians 5:22-23).

 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the 
same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it 
is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 
7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good. 8 For to one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability 
to distinguish between spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the 
same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually 
as he wills (Romans 12:4-11).

A child of God should bear the family resemblance to the Father (notice 
and circle the “family resemblance” language in these verses) 

Ephesians 5:1-2  
 1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us.... 

Ephesians 5:8-11  
 8 For at one time you were darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for 
the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right 
and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to 

the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. 

1 John 2:29, 3:2-3, 9  
 29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be 
sure that everyone who practices righteousness has 
been born of him… 2 Beloved, we are God’s children 
now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who 

DEEPER DIVE Let’s take a deeper dive into God’s own words about bearing the family 
resemblance to our Heavenly Father and walking in newness of life. 
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thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure…  
9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for 
God’s seed abides in him. 

Romans 8:29  
 For those whom [God] foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. 

Romans 8:12-14  
 12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an 
obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according 
to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the 
body, you will live. 14 For those who are led by the Spirit 
of God are the children of God… 

Philippians 2:12-15  
 12 Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to 
will and to work for his good pleasure. 14 Do all things 
without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish 
in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world. 

Matthew 5:9  
 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God. 

Matthew 5:43-45   
 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is 
in heaven.”

A few other commands to walk in 
newness of life

Romans 12:1-2  
 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 

Colossians 3:1-5  
 1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who 
is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to 
your earthly nature 

Ephesians 4:17-24  
 17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, 
that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the 
futility of their thinking. 18 They are darkened in their 
understanding and separated from the life of God 
because of the ignorance that is in them due to the 
hardening of their hearts. 19 Having lost all sensitivity, 
they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to 
indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of 
greed. 20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 
21 when you heard about Christ and were taught in him 
in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were 
taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 
24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in 
true righteousness and holiness. 

Romans 6:1-4, 11-14   
 1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so 
that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those 
who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 
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QUESTION: How does your mind and heart need to be renewed and transformed about the 
way you now see your identity as a child of God? 

 
A child of God has the privilege of bearing the family resemblance to the 
Father. Because we all battle sin, even as believers, we are all in need of 
transformation (sanctification) to become more and more like Jesus.

As Philippians 2:12-13 shows us, we have a part to play in the transformation 
work by putting our will, mind, body, and strength into obeying and following God, 
as He works in us, giving us the desire and the power to do what pleases him.

If you are a believer, the Holy Spirit dwells inside of you! 

Only His Spirit inside of us can set us free from the power of sin, empower us 
to walk with Him in faith and obedience, transform us from the inside out, and 
enable us to live a life that honors and glorifies God.

Five roles of the Holy Spirit: He lets us know that we are beloved children of 
God; He illuminates the truth; He helps us in our weakness and intercedes for 
us; He gives us power, life, and freedom; He gives us His fruit and gifts.

KEY POINTS

DEEPER DIVE
3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We 
were therefore buried with him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life...11 In the same way, count yourselves dead 
to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do 

not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey 
its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to 
sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought 
from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to 
him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall 
no longer be your master… 
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THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT
 Having established that children of God get to bear the family resemblance to our Heavenly Father by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, how might we summarize what that resemblance most purely and simply looks like? Asked a different 
way, is there a “greatest commandment” in the Bible?

 Thankfully, we have such a question and response recorded for us in Matthew 22. While ALL of God’s Word is 
inspired by Him and useful for teaching or growing us in some important way (2 Timothy 3:16), there are some sections 
of Scripture that seem to stand out with additional weight and brilliance.  This exchange recorded in Matthew 22 is one 
such passage which we should heed with careful attention.

 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested 
Him with this question:  “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.  And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments” 
(Matthew 22:34-40, NIV).

 This is quite an incredible response and statement by Jesus.  When “tested” by a devout religious person of that time, 
Jesus dared to summarize all the commands of the Old Testament (which is what “all the Law and Prophets” meant) with 
two inseparable, overarching commands: 

 Love God and love your neighbor. 

 Jesus is shedding light on the spirit behind the many commands throughout the Old Testament, showing that all the other 
commands depend on and flow from these two commands, finding their coherence in this overriding principle of love.

 Love God and love others. This is the call and motivation of the follower of Jesus. 

Look up 1 John 4:19 and fill in the blanks:

“We                                  because He first                                  us.”

PAUSE

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT
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PAUSE:
 Shortly before Jesus was crucified, He told His 
disciples, “Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34-35). We are 
to love with the same self-giving, sacrificial, truth-and-
grace-filled love that God loves us with.  This love is to 
be the distinguishing characteristic of His followers and 
goes beyond the natural love humans have. God loved 
us even while we were still His enemies. Likewise, we 
are to love all people, even if they are our “enemies,” 
with God’s love.

 A good working definition of love is to desire God’s 
best in the life of others and to give of yourself, even at 
great personal cost, to this end.  To be clear, God’s best 
often looks different than what we think is best. His 
best is becoming more like Him, growing in faith and 
obedience, experiencing God’s presence and blessing, 
and the fluorishing that comes by living in accordance 
with His Word. This is how God loved us and gave 
Himself for us, and how He calls us to follow Him. He 
wants to fill us with this kind of Divine love and when 
His love flows in and through us, we are filled with 
great joy.

 Just as we saw in the last chapter, we cannot 
muster up His kind of love in our own strength. We 
need the Holy Spirit’s power to empower and fill us 
regularly! And it brings the Father great joy to give us 
the gift of His Spirit when we ask Him. We see this 
when Jesus says, “What father among you, if his son 
asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 

or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
(Luke 11:11-13). God readily and joyfully wants to give 
us the resources to love others in the way He has 
called us to.  

 How can we test ourselves to see if we are loving 
others well?  This is one passage (that many people 
are familiar with because it is often read at weddings) 
that is worth memorizing and meditating on to both 
gauge and guide how we love. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
fleshes out what love looks like in action:

 “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.”

 How are you doing in these descriptions of love? 
It is helpful to envision yourself embodying each 
of these characteristics, as Jesus so beautifully did. 
Perhaps one characteristic stands out and convicts 
you, or perhaps one in particular evokes longing to 
possess more of that quality.  As you meditate on this 
passage (and hopefully memorize it), let it shape your 
vision of what it looks like to love others more purely. 
Let it also shape your prayers as you ask God for His 
power to possess these qualities.

REFLECTION: How does God’s great love for you compel you to love Him and others in response? 

 God first loved us because He is love. As Sally 
Lloyd Jones in the Jesus Storybook Bible for kids says, 
“God loves you with a never stopping, never giving 
up, unbreaking, always and forever love.” When we 

receive and come to know this Divine “agape” love of 
God, we are filled with the same kind of love. This is 
the point of the Christian life. 
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REFLECTION: How does God’s definition of love differ from the world’s definition of love? How could 
you specifically show love to someone you find difficult to love currently?

DEEPER DIVE
2 Corinthians 5:14-15   
 14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 
15 And he died for all, that those who live should no 
longer live for themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again. 

Psalm 16:2   
 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good 
apart from you.” 

Psalm 63:1-4   
 1 O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 
my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in 
a dry and weary land where there is no water. 2 So I 
have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your 
power and glory. 3 Because your steadfast love is better 
than life, my lips will praise you. 4 So I will bless you as 
long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands. 

John 14:23-24   
 23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my 
teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come 
to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who 
does not love me will not obey my teaching.”

1 John 5:3   
 For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome. 

Deuteronomy 10:12-13   
 12 And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God 
ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in 
obedience to him, to love him, to serve the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and 
to observe the Lord’s commands and decrees that I 
am giving you today for your own good?

Luke 7:36-47   
 36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have 
dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and 
reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who 
lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 
Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster 
jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. 
Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and 
poured perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee who 
had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet, he would know who is touching him 
and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 
 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to 
tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said.    
 41 “Two people owed money to a certain 
moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and 
the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to 
pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now 
which of them will love him more?”   
 43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the 
bigger debt forgiven.”

Let’s take a deeper dive into God’s own words about what love for Him and 
others looks like. 
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 “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
 44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to 
Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. 
You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet 
my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 
You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the 

time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did 
not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on 
my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has 
been forgiven little loves little.” 

REFLECTION: What is the correlation you see in the above verses between love and obedience? Between 
forgiveness and love?

Love One Another 

1 John 4:7-11   
 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born 
of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God 
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. 

Romans 13:8-10   
 8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the 
continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves 
others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You 
shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You 
shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever 
other command there may be, are summed up in this 
one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 
Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law. 

1 John 3:11, 14, 16-18   
 11 For this is the message that you have heard from 
the beginning, that we should love one another … 14 We 
know that we have passed out of death into life, because 

we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in 
death… 16 By this we know love, that he laid down his 
life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how 
does God’s love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not 
love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-8, 13   
 1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do 
not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 
move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If 
I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body 
to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, 
it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight 
in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love 
never fails...13 And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

Romans 12:9-10, 13-20   
 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to 
what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honor one another above yourselves...13 Share with the 
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Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 14 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those 
who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do 
not be proud, but be willing to associate with people 
of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on 
you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, 
my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 
written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 
he is thirsty, give him something to drink...”

John 13:34-35   
 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.” 

Matthew 5:43-46   
 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. 
He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If 
you love those who love you, what reward will you get? 
Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” 

Luke 10:25-37   
 25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood 
up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?”   
 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied.  “How 
do you read it?”   
 27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’”

 28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied.  
“Do this and you will live.”   
 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked  
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  
 30 In reply Jesus said:  “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. 
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to 
be going down the same road, and when he saw the 
man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, 
came where the man was; and when he saw him, he 
took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged 
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the 
man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two 
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after 
him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you 
for any extra expense you may have.’   
 36 “Which of these three do you think was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The 
one who had mercy on him.”   
 Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Isaiah 58:6-7   
 6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to 
loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the 
yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to 
provide the poor wanderer with shelter—when you 
see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away 
from your own flesh and blood?” 

1 Peter 4:8-10   
 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love 
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to 
one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 
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QUESTION: How does your mind and heart need to be renewed and transformed about the 
way you now see your identity as a child of God? 

 
When “tested” by a devout religious person about what the greatest 
commandment was in the Law, Jesus summarized all the commands of the 
Old Testament with two inseparable, overarching commands: Love God and 
love your neighbor. 

Loving God and loving others is the highest call and motivation of the follower 
of Jesus.

We love because He first loved us.

A good working definition of love is to desire God’s best in the life of others 
and to give of yourself, even at great personal cost, to this end.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 provides us with a great description of love. We should 
meditate on this passage often and test ourselves to see if we are loving 
others well.

KEY POINTS

Philippians 2:3-5   
 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 

4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.

REFLECTION: There are many ways love can express itself toward others, as you see in these verses. 
What are some specific ways you desire to grow in loving others more sincerely?
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REFINED THROUGH TRIALS
God Refines Our Faith Through Trials 

 Faith is often a struggle. It can be a battle to hold onto faith when there is so much hardship and suffering in this 
world. The various trials we all face in life present us with unique temptations to lose faith. Where the enemy wants to 
use trials as opportunities to devour our faith, God wants to use them to refine and strengthen it.  

 As a reminder, the definition of biblical faith is trust and dependence on God that goes beyond just head-level belief 
or intellectual assent. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” If 
we are honest, the substance of our faith doesn’t always look like total and complete confidence and assurance. This is 
why faith is a struggle! There is an insightful story in Mark 9:22-24 of a father who comes to Jesus to heal his son. The 
father says to Jesus, 

 “If you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” And Jesus says to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one 
who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”  

 This father’s response is such an honest and authentic picture of how our faith often is in reality.  We believe, and yet 
we still battle unbelief – which is why our faith needs to be refined, strengthened, and grown.

Look up 1 Peter 1:6-7 and fill in the blanks:

6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 

_________ by various _________, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your 

__________—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 

fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ.

PAUSE

REFINED THROUGH TRIALS



61  |  Chapter 9

REFLECTION: Do you place as much value on your faith as God does?

PAUSE:

 If faith is the most precious thing to God, then the 
refining of our faith is of utmost priority to Him. If our 
faith is more precious and important to God than our 
comfort or security in this life, then in some ways trials 
are His merciful chisel to draw us to Himself, stretch 
us, and shape us into more beautiful and whole people. 
Peter uses the analogy of gold in this passage. Just as 
gold is purified through fire, so our faith is purified, 
strengthened, and proven to be genuine through the 
various trials of life. 

 In these verses, God is holding out His hand to us, 
asking us to step onto a different plane and see things 
from a higher perspective, to what He is up to in and 
through our trials – and this is what we can rejoice in. 
He is inviting us to rejoice in the rock-solid hope we 
have in Christ who will one day dwell with His people 
and defeat every last bit of death, evil, injustice, and pain, 
wiping away every tear from every eye (Revelation 21:1-
4). He is inviting us to rejoice in the things that God 
is doing beyond what we can see, like producing in us: 
steadfastness and endurance, Christ-like character 
and maturity, deeper roots of strong faith, greater 
dependance on God as our strength, tender compassion 
to comfort others with, and a greater longing for Heaven 
and the glory that will be revealed to us in Jesus.

 It’s important to emphasize that Peter is not telling 
us to feel happy about pain or grief. On the contrary, 
God gives us honest, raw words of grief and lament 
(many of these in the Psalms) that He wants us to use to 
cry out to Him. Furthermore, we don’t want to see God 
as delighting in our trials, telling us just to toughen up 

and see the good. We need to hold in tension the reality 
that God hates sin and suffering, and mourns deeply, and 
cares for us in our suffering (this is why He sent His Son 
to die for us in our state of sin and suffering, separated 
from Him), and yet at the same time He also has a 
sovereign purpose and plan in our trials and wants to 
use them for His glory and our good.  What the enemy 
intends for evil, God will use for good, and this is a great 
source of hope we cling to. 

 There may be things God is doing in and through 
our trials that we won’t see or know this side of Heaven. 
We most often won’t know the answer to why God lets 
certain things happen.  As J.I. Packer wisely says, 

 “If you ask, ‘Why is this happening?’ no light may 
come, but if you ask, ‘How am I to glorify God now?’ 
there will always be an answer.” 

 Though we may not know why, we can know Who 
is going with us, as God says through the prophet Isaiah: 
“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you” 
(Isaiah 43:2). God’s presence is enough to get us through 
the darkest valleys. Thus, we cling to His presence and 
character, as well as our trust in Him, even if it looks like 
a wrestling match at times.  When we stand before God 
one day, we will have exceeding joy and no regrets if our 
faith, which will become sight, is radiant and strong. We 
will receive reward and praise from God for our faith, 
which is supremely precious to Him.  We should make 
it the aim of our lives to hear God say to us on that day, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
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REFLECTION: How does it comfort you that Jesus is familiar with your pain, and that He took on human 
suffering to save you?

Let’s think of some of the ways Jesus is familiar with suffering:    
 • He was tempted and tested in every way common to man (and was still without sin!) 

 • He was disbelieved and misunderstood. 

 • He was rejected and betrayed. 

 • He was full of anguish, anxiety, and fear in the Garden of Gethsemane before going to the cross.

 • He felt alone – when He went to His friends in the Garden of Gethsemane, they were asleep.  

 • He was mocked and physically beaten, whipped, and then crucified. 

 • But the physical pain was but a fraction of the overwhelming emotional and spiritual experience of being  
     separated from God and absorbing God’s wrath for our sin. 

 A God who entered into the fray of human suffering 
is something that sets Christianity apart from every 
other religion. No other so-called god has entered into 
and taken on human suffering. By taking suffering and 
darkness head-on, this was Jesus’s upside-down and 

unexpected way of defeating it. Like the lyrics from a 
worship song, “Christ is risen from the dead, trampling 
over death by death…” He defeated death, Satan, sin, 
and suffering, not through military might or worldly 
power, but through the cross.

God is intimately familiar with your suffering

 Sit with that for a moment. Jesus had been in perfect 
unity and fellowship with God the Father and Spirit for 
all of eternity, but when Jesus absorbed the punishment 
for our sin upon Himself, God turned His face away.  
Jesus was crushed by both the hell of our sin and the 
hell of being separated from the Father.  And He took 
on this suffering so we would never have to.  This is the 
Good News we need to remind ourselves of when we 
are in a dark or hard place. God sees and knows your 
pain. He empathizes with you and loves you so much 
that He went to the cross for you.

 We need to remind ourselves often that there is no 
suffering that goes beyond the reach of what Jesus has 

experienced. Just as we find comfort in a friend who has 
shared a similar struggle or who has suffered in a similar 
way, we can find immeasurable comfort in God for any 
suffering we face.    

 As Dane Ortlund says, “Our tendency is to feel 
intuitively that the more difficult life gets, the more alone 
we are. As we sink further into pain, we sink further 
into felt isolation.  The Bible corrects us. Our pain never 
outstrips what He Himself shares in. We are never 
alone.  That sorrow that feels so isolating, so unique, was 
endured by Him in the past and is now shouldered by 
Him in the present.”
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REFLECTION: How has God used trials in your life to take you on a pilgrimage with Him, deeper into His 
heart and intimacy with Him? How has God used trials in your life to cause you to depend on Him more 
or grow your faith?

 If one way to define faith is dependence on God, 
then God can grow our faith through trials by bringing 
us to a place of dependence on Him. 

 Matthew 5:3 says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” This verse is an 
amazing promise and invitation into dependence. The 
promise is that God gives Himself and His Kingdom 
to those who recognize their spiritual bankruptcy 
and need for Him.  The invitation is to come to God 
with nothing but a needy heart and empty hands – 
something anyone but the proud and self-righteous 
can do. Trials have a way of bringing us to the end of 
our rope, humbling us, and making us see our spiritual 
poverty and need for God.  And this is the very place 
God wants us to lean into to experience the abundant 
blessings of His presence and Kingdom. 

 So the next time God brings you through a trial, 
sit up straight, get out your pen and paper, and ask 
Him what He wants you to learn. And don’t make 
Him take you around the block more times than 
necessary. If we will have eyes to see, God wants to 
take us on a pilgrimage with Him, deeper into His 
heart and deeper into intimacy with Him as we walk 
with Him through adversity. He wants to bring us to 
the point that we can look back and thank Him for 
the wounds because, in the words of 2 Corinthians 
4:17, they are “preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison.” They endowed us with 
a longing for His presence and a greater capacity to 
experience His character and goodness.

 There is an amazing woman of God named Joni 
Eareckson Tada who was paralyzed from the neck 
down when she was younger. She has had a powerful 
ministry throughout her life, profoundly demonstrating 
a radiant faith through her suffering. She so beautifully 
and powerfully said,

 “I sure hope I can bring this wheelchair to Heaven. 
Now, I know that’s not theologically correct. But I 
hope to bring it and put it in a little corner of Heaven, 
and then in my new, perfect, glorified body, standing 
on grateful glorified legs, I’ll stand next to my Savior, 
holding His nail-pierced hands. I’ll say, ‘Thank You, Jesus,’ 
and He will know that I mean it, because He knows 
me. He’ll recognize me from the fellowship we’re now 
sharing in His sufferings.  And I will say, ‘Jesus, do You see 
that wheelchair? You were right when You said that in 
this world we would have trouble, because that thing 
was a lot of trouble. But the weaker I was in that thing, 
the harder I leaned on You.  And the harder I leaned on 
You, the stronger I discovered You to be. It never would 
have happened had You not given me the bruising of the 
blessing of that wheelchair.’ 

 Then the real ticker-tape parade of praise will begin.  
And all of earth will join in the party. And at that point 
Christ will open up our eyes to the great fountain of joy 
in His heart for us beyond all that we ever experienced 
on earth. And when we’re able to stop laughing and 
crying, the Lord Jesus really will wipe away our tears. 
I find it so poignant that finally at the point when I do 
have the use of my arms to wipe away my own tears, I 
won’t have to, because God will.”

The Blessedness of Dependence on God
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DEEPER DIVE
Let’s take a deeper dive into God’s own words about trials, taking note 
about how each verse reveals part of God’s purpose for us through trials, 
and/or how God uses trials to grow, mature, and refine us.

Romans 5:3-5   
 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

James 1:2-4, 12   
 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials 
of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing… 12 Blessed is the man who remains 
steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he 
will receive the crown of life, which God has promised 
to those who love him. 

Romans 8:28-29   
 28 And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers. 

Romans 8:18   
 For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us.

2 Corinthians 4:6-10, 16-18   
 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show 
that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to 
us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but 
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always 
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life 
of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies...16 So 
we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting 
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For 
this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as 
we look not to the things that are seen but to the 
things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10   
 7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because 
of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn 
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8  

Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that 
it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of 
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

REFLECTION:  What are some specific ways you see in these verses that God grows us through trials 
or adversity?
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QUESTION: How does your mind and heart need to be renewed and transformed about the 
way you now see your identity as a child of God? 

 
God refines our faith through trials. Just as gold is purified through fire, so 
our faith is purified, strengthened, and proven to be genuine through the 
various trials of life. 

We are not told in Scripture to feel happy about pain or suffering. Rather, we 
can rejoice in what God is doing in and through our trials, for His glory and 
our good.  

God’s presence is enough to get us through the darkest valleys. Rather than 
ask God why something is happening (a question which we may never get an 
answer to), ask for His presence. 

God is intimately familiar with suffering. A God who entered into human 
suffering, taking it head-on and absorbing it for us, is something that sets 
Christianity apart from every other religion.

If one way to define faith is dependence on God, then God can grow our faith 
through trials by bringing us to a place of dependence on Him. Dependence on 
God is a blessed place to be (Matthew 5:3). 

KEY POINTS
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MULTIPLY
	 As	final	words	often	are,	some	of	Jesus’s	last	words	to	His	disciples	before	He	ascended	into	Heaven	were	significant.	
We	should	lean	in	very	close	to	hear	and	heed	the	task	He	left	them	(and	us)	with,	until	His	return.

Look up Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8 and fill in the blanks: 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All ___________ in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make __________ of all 

__________, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

(Matthew 28:18-20)

Then there are Jesus’ actual last recorded words to His followers: 

“... You will receive ________ when the _________  ___________ has 

come upon you, and you will be my __________ in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

PAUSE

MULTIPLY
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REFLECTION:	If	you	are	honest	with	yourself,	do	you	believe	this	reality	that	joy	and	life	come	through	
surrender,	giving,	and	living	on	mission	with	Jesus?

PAUSE:

	 These	final	words	of	Jesus	are	often	referred	to	as	
the	Great	Commission,	and	as	a	follower	of	Jesus,	it	truly	
is	 the	 greatest	mission	we	 get	 to	 be	 part	of.	There	 is	
nothing	more	exhilarating	and	life-giving	than	to	love	and	
care	about	others	so	deeply	that	you	are	willing	to	lay	
aside	your	agenda,	comfort,	reputation,	or	even	safety	to	
bring	the	life-changing	love	and	Good	News	of	Jesus	to	
others.	While	 it	 is	 counter-intuitive	 to	believe	 that	 life	
and	joy	come	through	serving	and	living	on	mission,	Jesus	

made	this	clear	throughout	His	teaching	with	counter-
intuitive	statements	like,	“If	you	try	to	hang	on	to	your	
life,	you	will	 lose	 it.	But	 if	you	give	up	your	 life	 for	my	
sake,	 you	will	 save	 it”	 (Matthew	 16:25,	NLT),	 or	“It	 is	
more	 blessed	 to	 give	 than	 receive”	 (Acts	 20:35).	 Life	
and	blessing	are	found	in	surrender	and	giving	–	this	is	
the	 paradoxical,	 upside-down	way	 of	 Jesus.	 He	 invites	
us	all	to	believe,	as	well	as	taste	and	see,	the	truth	and	
goodness	of	this	Way.	

	 From	the	start	of	God’s	 redemption	plan,	He	has	
been	 on	 a	 mission	 to	 the	 entire	 world.	When	 God	
made	 a	 covenant	 with	Abraham	 to	 start	 a	 set-apart	
nation	(Israel)	through	this	old,	barren	couple,	He	made	
it	clear	that	His	intent	was	not	just	to	bless	Abraham.	
His	 intent	 in	 choosing	 and	 blessing	Abraham	was	 to	
make	Him	a	blessing,	 and	 for	 all	 peoples	 and	nations	
on	earth	to	be	blessed	through	Him	(Genesis	12:2-3,	
18:18,	22:18,	26:4,	28:14).	

	 Blessed	to	be	a	blessing.	This	is	the	pattern	and	way	
of	God.

	 When	God	saves	us,	He	invites	us	to	be	on	mission	
with	 Him.	This	 is	 not	 an	 optional	 calling	 reserved	
for	 a	 special	 subset	 of	 super-Christians.	This	 is	 the	
command	of	the	King	to	all	of	His	followers:	Go	and	
make	disciples.	This	 is	not	a	ministry	of	addition	but	
one	of	multiplication,	as	disciples	make	disciples	who	
make	disciples.

	 Heaven	will	 be	 populated	with	 people	 from	 every	
tongue,	tribe,	and	nation,	and	God’s	plan	A	to	reach	those	
people	is	through	His	followers.	There	is	no	plan	B.	Christ	
has	given	us	“the	ministry	and	message	of	reconciliation,”	

and	“we	are	Christ’s	ambassadors,	as	though	God	were	
making	his	appeal	through	us”	(2	Corinthians	5:18-20).

	 The	 ultimate	 fulfillment	of	 the	 blessing	 that	would	
come	 through	Abraham	 –	 the	 greatest	 blessing	 that	
would	 bless	 all	 the	 peoples	 and	 nations	 of	 earth	 –	
came	 thousands	 of	 years	 later	 in	 the	 most	 shocking	
way	imaginable.	God	Himself	came,	indeed	through	the	
family	of	Abraham,	born	as	a	baby	in	the	most	humble	
and	lowly	of	circumstances,	to	save	a	people	from	every	
tribe,	tongue,	and	nation.

	 When	Jesus	surrendered	all	and	died	on	the	cross,	
what	appeared	to	be	a	defeat	brought	about	the	greatest	
and	most	powerful	victory	the	world	has	ever	known,	
reconciling	and	redeeming	many	 to	Himself.	His	death	
that	 saved	many	 perfectly	 illustrates	 the	multiplication	
principle	found	in	John	12:24:		“Unless a kernel of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But 
if it dies, it produces many seeds”.		

	 When	we	follow	in	this	Way	of	Jesus,	taking	up	our	
cross	and	letting	Him	use	and	work	through	us,	God	will	
use	 us	 to	multiply	His	work	of	 calling	 and	 reconciling	
people	to	Himself.		There	is	no	greater	mission	or	joy.
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REFLECTION:	How	does	the	Great	Commission	provide	a	paradigm	shift	for	your	purpose	in	life?	How	
do	you	think	you	are	uniquely	gifted	or	called	to	participate	in	the	Great	Commission	of	sharing	the	Gospel	
and	making	disciples?

Verses that fuel the Great Commission 

Genesis	12:1-3,	NIV	 	  
 (God’s	covenant	with	Abraham):	1	The	Lord	had	said	
to	Abram,	“Go	from	your	country,	your	people	and	your	
father’s	household	to	the	land	I	will	show	you.	2	“I	will	
make	you	into	a	great	nation,	and	I	will	bless	you;	I	will	
make	your	name	great,	and	you will be a blessing.	
3	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	whoever	curses	
you	I	will	curse;	and	all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.” 

Galatians	3:6-9	 	  
 (Paul’s	 interpretation	 of	 God’s	 covenant	 with	
Abraham):	6	So	also	Abraham	“believed	God,	and	it	was	
credited	to	him	as	righteousness.”	7	Understand,	then,	
that	 those	who	have	 faith	 are	 children	of	Abraham.	 8 
Scripture	foresaw	that	God	would	justify	the	Gentiles	
by	 faith,	 and	 announced	 the	 gospel	 in	 advance	 to	
Abraham:	“All	 nations	 will	 be	 blessed	 through	 you.”	
9	 So	 those	who	 rely	 on	 faith	 are	 blessed	 along	with	
Abraham,	the	man	of	faith.	

Romans	10:14-15,	17	 	  
 14	How	then	will	they	call	on	him	in	whom	they	have	
not	believed?	And	how	are	 they	 to	believe	 in	him	of	
whom	 they	 have	 never	 heard?	And	 how	 are	 they	 to	
hear	without	someone	preaching?	15	And	how	are	they	
to	preach	unless	they	are	sent?	As	it	is	written:	“How	
beautiful	are	the	feet	of	those	who	bring	good	news!”					

.	.	.	17	So	faith	comes	from	hearing,	and	hearing	through	
the	word	of	Christ.	

Romans	1:16	 	  
 For	 I	am	not	ashamed	of	the	gospel,	because	 it	 is	
the	 power	 of	God	 that	 brings	 salvation	 to	 everyone	
who	believes…	

Acts	13:47	 	  
 For	 this	 is	what	 the	 Lord	has	 commanded	us:	 	“I	
have	made	you	a	 light	 for	 the	Gentiles,	 that	you	may	
bring	salvation	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.”	

Mark	16:15	 	  
 [Jesus]	 said	 to	 them,	“Go	 into	 all	 the	 world	 and	
preach	the	gospel	to	all	creation.”	

2	Corinthians	5:18-20		  
 18	All	this	is	from	God,	who	reconciled	us	to	himself	
through	Christ	and	gave	us	the	ministry	of	reconciliation:	
19	 that	 God	 was	 reconciling	 the	 world	 to	 himself	 in	
Christ,	not	counting	people’s	sins	against	them.	And	he	
has	committed	to	us	the	message	of	reconciliation.	20 
We	are	therefore	Christ’s	ambassadors,	as	though	God	
were	making	his	appeal	through	us.	We	implore	you	on	
Christ’s	behalf:	Be	reconciled	to	God.		

Romans	15:20-21	 	  
 20	 It	 has	 always	 been	my	 ambition	 to	 preach	 the	
gospel	where	Christ	was	not	known,	so	that	 I	would	

DEEPER DIVE Let’s take a deeper dive into God’s own words about His mission to the 
whole world, and how He invites us to participate with Him in that mission. 
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not	be	building	on	someone	else’s	foundation.	21	Rather,	
as	it	is	written	[in	Isaiah	52:15]:		“Those	who	were	not	
told	about	him	will	see,	and	those	who	have	not	heard	
will	understand.”	

Psalm	96:1-3	 	  
 1	Sing	to	the	Lord	a	new	song;	sing	to	the	Lord,	all	
the	earth.	2	Sing	to	the	Lord,	praise	his	name;	proclaim	

his	salvation	day	after	day.	3	Declare	his	glory	among	the	
nations,	his	marvelous	deeds	among	all	peoples.	

Revelation	7:9		  
 After	this	I	looked,	and	there	before	me	was	a	great	
multitude	that	no	one	could	count,	from	every	nation,	
tribe,	people	and	language,	standing	before	the	throne	
and	before	the	Lamb.	

 
Matthew 28:18-20 is known as the Great Commission of Jesus to His 
followers. The church has been commanded to go and make disciples, 
baptizing them and teaching them to obey all that God has commanded, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

From the start of God’s redemption plan, He has been on a mission to the 
entire world and all nations. His intent in blessing Abraham was to bless the 
whole world through him, which was ultimately fulfilled in Jesus. 

Blessed to be a blessing: When God saves us, He invites us to be on mission 
with Him, which is an incredible joy and privilege. The Great Commission to 
make disciples is not an optional calling for super-Christians, but something 
we are all called to be a part of in some way.

KEY POINTS
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