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The Celine Bower Story - 
Chronicle One

by  Carly Brown

No one really knows who the beautiful , night-stalking vigi-
lante is, not even her best friend. But Celine’s message is 
clear as it sends shockwaves to the other men who were 
there the night she was raped and left for dead – I’m coming 

to get you!

The Celine Bower Story - Chronicle One is one woman’s epic 
journey from a kind and loving veterinarian and assault vic-
tim survivor to a cunning and dangerous vigilante who will 
not be satisfied with just taking back the night...she wants to 
inflict her own justice on her assailants.

Celine Bower is a hometown girl living the quiet life and a suc-
cessful veterinarian. She is twenty-six year sold. Then, she is 
drugged, kidnapped and gang-raped. The local police seem 
to be unable to find out who did it. Celine and her best friend 
dream of ways of getting even with the men responsible for 
her trauma and the crime.

Thoughts of revenge consume Celine. Then a seemingly super-
natural force gives her a sudden insight into who her unknown 
attackers are and also where she can find them. Systematically 
and unknown to anybody, she seeks out the assailants and 
strikes back viciously seeking her revenge Everyone in town 
begins to look for the mystery woman committing these acts 
of vengeance. Can Celine keep her true identity secret while 
she creates this new vengeful creature? Can she eliminate 
these predators before her own identity is revealed?
I love superhero stories. I grew up watching them with my 
brother. Except there were not enough women superheroes. So I 
decided to create a woman superhero myself. The Celine Bower 

Story is the result.

Carly Brown lives in the Niagara area. She spent ten years 
teaching English in Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong and 
Europe. In 2008, she wrote a children’s play which won eight 
awards at the Hong Kong Dramatic Arts Festival, including 
Best Script and Best Direction. The Celine Bower Story is her 
first novel.
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GENEVA
FAREWELL

A Novel
JOHN LEVESQUE

“It is a brilliant, beautiful book.”
– JOSEPH KERTES, AWARD-WINNING 

AUTHOR LAST IMPRESSIONS

Geneva Farewell
by  John Levesque

“Geneva Farewell is easier to describe than to classify. 
Certainly, it is a crime novel, a dystopian fantasy, a meditation 
on art, and a love story. But the huge achievement of this novel 

is that it is moving, painfully sensitive, and powerful. It is a 
brilliant, beautiful book.” – Joseph Kertes, award-winning 

author Last Impressions 

“He writes with the assurance of someone who has been there 
and takes the reader along with him.” – Ottawa Citizen

“All storytelling is driven by guilt.” So says Peter Chaff as he 
recounts the days and nights, he spent with Geneva Farewell. 
He doesn’t remember how, when or why Geneva vanished 
from his life. As he constructs those few weeks, his story 
expands to include the redemption of the human race.

Is Peter making it all up as he claims more than once? Is he 
hallucinating? Or does he actually live on a parallel version 
of Earth that waits uneasily for a second message from the 
Sirius star system? Is he moving closer to remember what 
happened to Geneva Farewell or is he running away from it?

Equal parts comedy, tragedy and inkblot test, this 
kaleidoscopic love story takes us on a journey to the most 
elusive destination of all – the truth.

John Levesque is a novelist, journalist, movie critic, and 
humour columnist where writing is the one thread in all his 
work. He is the author of three novels, Rosseter’s Mercury, 
Sometime Soon, and Geneva Farewell and two collections of 
essays, Stranded on the Information Highway and Waiting for 
Aquarius. The latter book won the Stephen Leacock Medal 
for Humour. Sometime Soon won the Hamilton Arts Council 
Award for fiction. 
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Kickback 
& Other Stories 

by  Peter Sellers 

 “A typical Sellers story there is usually one bad deci-
sion made, and on that hangs the plot—as well as the 

perpetrator.”

- Don Hutchison, acclaimed author of Great Pulp Heroes

“Slick writing sprinkled with grit and a touch of the sin-
ister, Sellers is a true craftsman and his stories are well 

worth everyone’s time.”

– J. Kent Messum, Author of Bait and Husk, Arthur Ellis 
award winner for Best First Novel on This One’s Trouble

“An esteemed editor of mystery anthologies…Peter Sellers 
is one of the best known if least prolific of current writers. 

His rare short stories are always a treat.”

– Ellery Queen, Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine

In settings as diverse as a struggling advertising agency, a 
book store, and a large computer company, the protagonists 
in Kickback and Other Stories find duplicity, betrayal, and 
sudden violence. As so often in life, there are no heroes, and it’s 
often hard to tell who is the greater villain. A four-time nom-
inee for the Crime Writers of Canada’s Arthur Ellis Award for 
Best Short Story, and winner of the 2001 Ellery Queen Readers’ 
Award, Sellers’ stories have appeared in Alfred Hitchcock 
Mystery Magazine, Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine, Down & Out 
Magazine and numerous anthologies. 

Peter Sellers’ stories have appeared in every major mystery 
magazine including Ellery Queen, Alfred Hitchcock and Mike 
Shayne Mysteries and numerous crime anthologies. He received 
the Derrick urdoch Award in 2 and is a four-time finalist 
for the Crime Writers of Canada’s Arthur Ellis Award for Best 
Short Story.
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Notre-Dame-de-la-Merci
by Quentin Mouron 

On a cold wintery day in the dark dead-end northern Quebec 
village of Notre-Dame-de-la-Merci, two men and a woman 
are entangled in a triangle that is only destined for tragedy. 
There is Odette, the widow of a Hells Angels biker and a small-
time coke dealer, Daniel the local snowplow driver and Jean, a 
young man willing to do anything to get out of this miserable 
nowhere town. 

Looking on is Quentin Mouron’s narrator, who watches help-
lessly as the calamity unfolds. He can only look on and ask 
questions. It is these questions, throbbing and multifaceted, 
that gives the story a universal resonance, far exceeding the 
action. Notre-Dame-de-la-Merci is story of crime and desper-
ation, calling to mind the atmosphere and characters of Fargo, 
where amidst the cold harshness of winter dirtbags and delin-

uents find themselves on a collision course and catastrophe 
is always a matter of time. 

Quentin Mouron is a Swiss-Canadian novelist who has written 
five novels in Switer land that have seen his critical notoriety 
sky rocket in the literary scenes of France and French-speaking 
Swit erland. Born in ausanne, ouron spent his childhood 
in Quebec Canada. His books have now been translated into 
German and his crime/mystery novel Three Drops of Blood and 
a Cloud of Cocaine Bitter emon ress, 20  has been trans-
lated into English.

“Mouron is a revelation. He juggles characters with ease in a 
seamy world perfectly evoked and all of it is done in a taut-

tempo style” -  Huffington Post 

A romising Talent  - Le Devoir

ouron...writes rough material in a small, confined spaces. 
His writing is astonishing in his mastery and freshness.” 

-  20 Minutes

A Novel

Q U E N T I N  M O U R O N
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Portrait of an Aviator:          
The Life, Times and Legacy of 

Roland J. Groome
by  Ruth Isabelle Groome

Portrait of an Aviator is massive, detailed and deeply researched, 
history of early aviation, written with a passion and style rarely 
matched today.

It tells a family story originating in the late nineteenth century in the 
UK, then becomes embedded in Saskatchewan of the early twentieth 
century. It is about a family, immigrants, who face the challenges of 
a precarious life in the raw Canadian Prairies. 

The central figure is the life and times of oland roome. The summer 
of  and the place is the fairgrounds in egina, Saskatchewan. A 
fourteen-year-old, oland ohn roome becomes mesmeri ed by the 
sight of an aeroplane manoeuvring over the fairground. The story 
then unfolds in full detailed about not just this man, but the origins 
of aviation in Saskatchewan, the training of S aviators for the first 

orld ar  how roome served with the oyal Flying Corps as 
an instructor during World War I, then how he set up a private air 
company, Aerial Service Co  in  and registered Canada’ first 
aircraft, C- AAA , a Curtis N  biplane. In April 20, he became the 
first licensed commercial pilot in Canada.

oland roome went on to establish many Canadian aviation firsts. 
He received the first pilot’s licence  he established the first com-
mercial pilots licensed airfield first air harbour  as it was known. 
He received the first air engineer’s license. He later established 
his second company niversal Air Industries  at a new airfield 

akeview Aerodrome  and the egina Flying Club.

The story is also a full document about how the author Ruth 
Isabelle Groome mined letters, documents, photos, for a period of 
over twenty years, with ceaseless energy and devotion. It is a rare 
achievement!

Portrait of an Aviator is more than an original contribution to the 
history of Canadian aviation and to Canadian biography. It is also an 
outstanding example of original research. With full documentation 
and a huge archive of original photos, this book can be read as a 
genuine saga, an enchanting chronicle of real people an adventure 
tale...and much more.
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The Venetian Files -
A Novel 

By Izaias Almada and Matheus Grasselli

Financial crises affect the lives of millions of people around 
the world. Yet, for centuries, historians, politicians, econo-
mists and the general public have failed to understand this 
phenomenon.

he enetian iles e plores financial crises in a uni ue 
an  ra atic anner. In this compelling novel, the authors 
suggest that financial crises throughout history, culminating 
in the 2008 meltdown, cannot simply be explained by seem-
ingly uncontrollable economic factors and random events. 

ther more secretive forces are and have always been at 
work!
The novel opens with strange and seemingly unrelated 
events – a murder in Venice, a plane crash in the South China 
Sea, a fatal accident in Sao Paulo – and the fateful week-
end leading up to the bankruptcy of ehman Brothers in 
September 2008. As major financial centers are on high alert 
for the imminent collapse of this troubled giant investment 
bank, several politicians and central bankers receive secret 
messages with coded instructions as to how to proceed.
The narrative has three tracks. The first is th century 
Italy where Friar uigi de icen a and his friend iuseppe 
Fibonacci, one of the richest men in Veneto, are involved in 
the creation of the first modern bank. In that violent and 
volatile world of royal and papal power, they are on the cusp 
of developing ways to protect and increase their wealth in a 
very secretive but effective manner. The second is the fac-
tual and very dramatic narrative of September 2008. The 
third follows the two main protagonists, illiam Benjamin, 
a post doctoral fellow at Columbia niversity, and Sarah, a 
library and information science graduate student working at 
the Federal eserve Bank in New ork, who share an interest 
in rare books and secret societies. Together they explore the 
world of financial bubbles, their own families and the con-
nection to the Fibonacci clan.
The three narratives merge when Willbe and Sarah are able 
to connect the events taking place around them in New ork 
with the same secret and powerful group that has been 
behind every major financial crisis in history

The co-authors bring their unique tal-
ents to this narrative. I aias Almada is a 
very well-known Bra ilian novelist, play-
wright and screenwriter, the author of four 
novels, three short story collections, three 
non-fiction books, a biography and several 
plays and movie scripts. He has received 
numerous awards, including a gold statue 
for advertising at the Cannes ions Festival 
in 8 , the iterary evelation Award in 

8 , the prestigious ladimir Her og 
Award of Human ights,  https www.
i aiasalmada.com . atheus rasselli is a 

rofessor of Financial athematics and the 
Chair of the Department of athematics 
and Statistics at c aster niversity in 
Hamilton, Canada, former Deputy Director 
of the Fields Institute for athematical 
Science in Toronto, Canada, the author of 
numerous articles on optimal investment, 
banking networks and financial fragility. 
His international career includes teach-
ing, publications and lectures in the USA, 
Bra il, Britain and France http www.
math.mcmaster.ca grasselli .
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CONSTITUTIONAL 
DEMOCRACY UNDER 

STRESS: 

A dark age is again upon us. The political landscape appears to 
be changing dramatically in this second decade of the twenty-
first century. From China through India, much of Asia, Europe, 
North and South America, Africa, everywhere, the fundamen-
tal pillars of constitutional democracy are being undermined. 
The culprits? Reactionary populist politics with a distinctly 
authoritarian strain, peddling xenophobia, racism, nativism, 
protectionism, nationalism, and a general retreat from the val-
ues and concerns that have largely informed global politics in 
the second half of the twentieth century, namely, international 
cooperation, human rights and civil liberties, science and the 
growth of knowledge and, of course, global stewardship of the 
environment. 

The stakes couldn’t be much higher. 
Constitutional democracy is not just any old form of democ-
racy. It has a peculiar logic and is premised upon some exacting 
criteria and principles including good laws and institutions 
predicated on specific fundamental core values and principles. 
But it is, when fully ingrained in the public sensibility, a sort 
of civic serum necessary to inoculate free citi ens against the 
ravages of anti-democratic populism, authoritarianism, racism, 
nativism, discrimination, xenophobia, corruption, self-dealing, 
and much worse. The need for civic inoculation of that sort is 
urgent today, globally

And it is in that enterprise that hope lies – hope predicated on 
the core values and principles of constitutional democracy and 
on a Heroic Citi enship committed to advancing and defending 
those values and principles. Nowhere is such a civic mission 
more elegantly constitutionally articulated than in Section 1 of 
the Canadian Charter of ights and Freedoms. 

The essays in this volume probe the sources and malaise now 
confronting Constitutional Democracy. However, they go much 
further. any of the essays are, indeed, road-maps for a realistic 
and cultivated response to our present condition. The clues for 
a rehabilitated democracy are found here analytically but also 
prescriptively.

The contributors include  a cross-breed of aca-
demics, scholars, activists, cultural creators, 
entrepreneurs, jurists, public servants, and 
more. Among the outstanding contributors 
are Canada’s former Attorney eneral and 
ustice inister, Irwin Cotler  pre-eminent 

primatologist and N essenger of eace, 
ane oodall   former rincipal Secretary 

to rime inister ierre Trudeau, Thomas 
Axworthy  former Chief Electoral fficer of 
Canada, ean- ierre Kingsley  ntario Court 
of Appeal ustice Alison Harvison- oung  
leading CBC investigative journalist, Dave 
Seglins  award-winning documentary film-
maker, Aube iroux  and some  additional 
distinguished contributors
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Personal Stories of Traiuma and 

Transformation
Edited by Harold Heft, Suzanne Heft, 

Peter O’Brien

We live in a traumatic age. Or, perhaps, we should say that trauma 
appears fundamental to human existence. Over the past few years, 
especially, we have become more at ease talking about the traumas 
that impact, affect, and transform us.

There is a large and growing literature on trauma all of which demand 
from readers a measure of emotional and psychological strength. A 
Perfect Offering brings to readers a variety of deeply personal narra-
tives about traumatic and transformational events.

The stories and images collected here include accounts of childhood 
and adult cancer, surviving terrorist attack, living with the legacy 
of Residential schools,losing a parent in a plane crash, coping with 
severe PTSD, living as a blind person in a world built for the sighted, 
������� � ���� ������������������ �� �����ǡ� ϐ������������������� �� ������
woman, recording images of war and its victims, surviving sexual 
assault, and others.

A Perfect Offering conveys strength and weakness, failure and recov-
ery, personal experiences and even a measure of universal truths. The 
book may seem raw, or visceral, but it is deeply personal true. It is 
written so that all of us can witness, comfort, experience and possibly 
even live though trauma.

The book was born out of trauma. Soon after Harold Heft discovered 
in January 2014, at the age of 49, that he had an inoperable, malignant 
brain tumour, he and Peter O’Brien and Suzanne Heft started working 
on this book. Harold died on 23 July 2015, with his personal contribu-
tion to this book still in draft form. Several months later, Suzanne and 
Peter restarted the project in honour of him and others.

Some of the contributions in A Perfect Offering may seem shocking 
and disorienting. Others may seem inspiring and comforting. All are 
illustrative and compelling. They resonate. There is hard-won wis-
dom woven through into these stories and images. They are gripping 
and engaging personal observations on suffering, and adversity, and 
resilience.

Thirty Four contributions, essays, narratives and images. Among the 
contributors are Jennifer Finney Boylan, trans woman and regular 
op-ed contributor to The New York Times; Trevor Green, who in 2006, 
as a soldier, was attacked by an axe-wielding teenager in a tent near 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, a journalist and author of six books; Charles C. 
Smith, author of 12 books and founder of Black Perspectives Cultural 
Program at Regent Park, Toronto; Jules Arita Koostachin, band ,mem-
ber of the Attawapiskat First Nation and editing a volume entitled 
Children of the Survivors: Intergenerational Resilience and Canadian 
Residential Schools; Paul Watson, awarded the 1994 Puli]tzer Prize for 
Spot News Photography, and author of three books; Lotje Soderland 

suffered a life-threatening brain hemorrhage  at 
the age of 34 which left her unable to read, retain 
memories or live unassisted; London-based, 
���� ϐ�����������������������������������������
���ϐ���Ǣ�����������Ǥ

Harold Heft was the author of three books, was 
����������������� �������
�����Ƭ�����ǡ����������
����ǡ����������
������ǡ�������ǡ�����������������
Forward; held a Ph.D. in Lierarture form the 
University of Western Ontatrio, worked a s a sen-
ior strategist and marketing communications 
executive.

Suzanne Heft was born in Nova Scotia to an 
American father and Iraqi mother, navigated a 
traumatic childhood that unfolded in the U.S., the 
�����������ǡ������������ǡ����������������� �����-
ature at the University of Toronto, has worked 
in public relations and now works at Ryerson 
Unjversity. She is the mother of two teenage sons.

Peter O’Brien�����������������������ϐ���������ǡ�
including.Introduction to Literature: British, 
American, Canadian ( Harper & Collins), Build a 
�����������������ȋ�����������������Ȍǡ� ��������
born in New York, holds a BA from Notre Dame 
����������ǡ��������������
���������������������
Banff School of Fine Arts. He has published num-
����������������������������������
�����Ƭ�����ǡ�
������������ǡ����������
������Ǥ�����������������
������������������ϐ��������������Ǥ
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The Mystic Inside
A Collection of Critical Essays on 

African Literature and Culture 
by Obi Maduakor

A most valuable addition to the evolving interest on 
the literature and culture of African.

The Mystic Inside is a collection of previously pub-
lished essays written over a period of thirty-five 
years by a well known and accomplished scholar in 
the field.  Some of them appeared in World Literature 
Today (USA), Commonwealth Essays and Studies 
(France), African Literature Today (England), Journal 
of Women’s Studies in Africa (Nigeria), African Studies 
Review (USA), and African Writers 1 (NY, Scribner,1997)

The fourteen essays in this volume  explore many  
themes found in  significant African writers, 
including:

- The mythic consciousness in Gabriel Okara, Wole 
Soyinka, and Ayi Kwei Armah; 

- Feminist realism in Flora Nwapa and Chimamanda 
Amanda Adichie; 

- Socialist ideals in Festus Iyayi; 

- Psychic trauma on the Biafran war poets. 

- Essays on two great writer critics – Chinua Achebe and 
Kofi Awoonor

The titles of some of the essays include: Chinua Achebe as 
Critic; Rehtoric as Technique: The Language in Soyinka’s 
THE ROAD; The Nigerian Female Writer as Novelist;  
Violence as Poetic Focus: Nigerian Poetry and the Biafran 
Experience. Obi Maduakor was born in Nigeria 

and holds a Ph.D. from the University 
of Ottawa.  For many years he taught at 
the University of Nigeria Nsukka and 
he has also taught at Seneca College 
in Toronto. He is the author of many 
articles and the book Wole Soyinka: An 
Introduction to his Writing, published in 
1987 He is now retired and lives inTo-
ronto, Canada.
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Lessons From the Arctic 
The Role of Regional 

Government in International 
Affairs 

Edited by Thomas S. Axworthy, Sara French & Emily Tsui

 The Arctic region is now a major concern not 
just for adjacent nation-states but also for many 
other countries. As the Arctic warms, its oceans and 
sea lanes are rapidly becoming key and high profile 
factors in world politics. The powers at large are all 
jockeying for influence in this region – Russia, China, 
the U.S., the Scandinavian countries, and Canada. 
Many other countries as diverse as Switzerland, 
Mongolia, and Turkey have sought observer status 
at the Arctic Council as an expression of their Arctic 
interests. 
The polar region and the Arctic agenda is now 
a vital issue in the shaping of global politics for 
many nations and it is likely to become more 
intense in the near future.

At the forefront of any decisions made for the 
Arctic regions are municipalities, territorial and 
state governments, Indigenous organizations, and 
governments. While discussions of development 
and climate change consume the agenda of 
most competing interests, we must also play 
close attention to the subnational actors and 
governments from within the Arctic. International 
diplomacy may well affect these players very deeply. 
The Arctic Council is often regarded as the main 
platform for international Arctic diplomacy. Yet, 
these subnational players and regional governments 
remain the vital structural components of the 
region.
Lessons from the Arctic: The Role of Regional 
Government in International Affairs is a collection 
of articles written by twenty-six leading and 
emerging scholars from across the circumpolar 
region. Each author assesses and explores the 
processes of regional governance in the Arctic from 
an interdisciplinary perspective. The topics include 
Indigenous internationalism, paradiplomacy, 
federalism, global institution-building, and more.
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A Perfect Offering:
Personal Stories of Trauma and 

Transformation
Edited by Harold Heft, Suzanne Heft, 

               Peter O’Brien 

We live in a traumatic age. Or, perhaps, we should say that trauma 
appears fundamental to human existence. Over the past few years, 
especially, we have become more at ease talking about the traumas 
that impact, affect, and transform us.

There is a large and growing literature on trauma all of which demand 
from readers a measure of emotional and psychological strength. A 
Perfect Offering brings to readers a variety of deeply personal narra-
tives about traumatic and transformational events.

The stories and images collected here include accounts of childhood 
and adult cancer, surviving terrorist attack, living with the legacy 
of Residential schools,losing a parent in a plane crash, coping with 
severe PTSD, living as a blind person in a world built for the sighted, 
facing  the immanent death of a child, finding your way as a trans 
woman, recording images of war and its victims, surviving sexual 
assault, and others.

A Perfect Offering conveys strength and weakness, failure and recov-
ery, personal experiences and even a measure of universal truths. The 
book may seem raw, or visceral, but it is deeply personal true. It is 
written so that all of us can witness, comfort, experience and possibly 
even live though trauma.

The book was born out of trauma. Soon after Harold Heft discovered 
in January 2014, at the age of 49, that he had an inoperable, malignant 
brain tumour, he and Peter O’Brien and Suzanne Heft started working 
on this book. Harold died on 23 July 2015, with his personal contribu-
tion to this book still in draft form. Several months later, Suzanne and 
Peter restarted the project in honour of him and others.

Some of the contributions in A Perfect Offering may seem shocking 
and disorienting. Others may seem inspiring and comforting. All are 
illustrative and compelling. They resonate. There is hard-won wis-
dom woven through into these stories and images. They are gripping 
and engaging personal observations on suffering, and adversity, and 
resilience.

Thirty Four contributions, essays, narratives and images. Among the 
contributors are Jennifer Finney Boylan, trans woman and regular 
op-ed contributor to The New York Times; Trevor Green, who in 2006, 
as a soldier, was attacked by an axe-wielding teenager in a tent near 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, a journalist and author of six books; Charles 
C. Smith, author of 12 books and founder of Black Perspectives 
Cultural Program at Regent Park, Toronto; Jules Arita Koostachin, 
band ,member of the Attawapiskat First Nation and editing a volume 
entitled Children of the Survivors: Intergenerational Resilience and 
Canadian Residential Schools; Paul Watson, awarded the 1994 Puli]
tzer Prize for Spot News Photography, and author of three books; 
Lotje Soderland  suffered a life-threatening brain hemorrhage  at 
the age of 34 which left her unable to read, retain memories or live 

unassisted; London-based, her film My Beautiful 
Broken Brain streams on Netflix; and others.

Harold Heft was the author of three books, was 
published widely in The Globe & Mail, National 
Post, Montreal Gazette, tablet, The Jewish Daily 
Forward; held a Ph.D. in Lierarture form the 
University of Western Ontatrio, worked a s a sen-
ior strategist and marketing communications 
executive.

Suzanne Heft was born in Nova Scotia to an 
American father and Iraqi mother, navigated a 
traumatic childhood that unfolded in the U.S., the 
Middle East, and England, studied English liter-
ature at the University of Toronto, has worked 
in public relations and now works at Ryerson 
Unjversity. She is the mother of two teenage sons.

Peter O’Brien has written or edited five books, 
including.Introduction to Literature: British, 
American, Canadian ( Harper & Collins), Build a 
Better Book Club ( Macmillan Canada),  He was 
born in New York, holds a BA from Notre Dame 
University, an MA from McGill and attended the 
Banff School of Fine Arts. He has published num-
erous articles and reviews in The Globe & Mail, 
Toronto Star, Montreal Gazette. He now runs his 
own communication firm in Toronto.
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Portrait of an Aviator:          
The Life, Times and Legacy of 

Roland J. Groome
by  Ruth Isabelle Groome

Portrait of an Aviator is massive, detailed and deeply researched, 
history of early aviation, written with a passion and style rarely 
matched today.

It tells a family story originating in the late nineteenth century in the 
UK, then becomes embedded in Saskatchewan of the early twentieth 
century. It is about a family, immigrants, who face the challenges of 
a precarious life in the raw Canadian Prairies. 

The central figure is the life and times of Roland Groome. The summer 
of 1911 and the place is the fairgrounds in Regina, Saskatchewan. A 
fourteen-year-old, Roland John Groome becomes mesmerized by the 
sight of an aeroplane manoeuvring over the fairground. The story 
then unfolds in full detailed about not just this man, but the origins 
of aviation in Saskatchewan, the training of US aviators for the first 
World War; how Groome served with the Royal Flying Corps as 
an instructor during World War I, then how he set up a private air 
company, “Aerial Service Co” in 1919 and registered Canada’ first 
aircraft, C-GAAA , a Curtis JN4 biplane. In April 1920, he became the 
first licensed commercial pilot in Canada.

Roland Groome went on to establish many Canadian aviation firsts. 
He received the first pilot’s licence; he established the first com-
mercial pilots licensed airfield first “air harbour” as it was known. 
He received the first air engineer’s license. He later established 
his second company “Universal Air Industries” at a new airfield 
“Lakeview Aerodrome” and the “Regina Flying Club.”

The story is also a full document about how the author Ruth 
Isabelle Groome mined letters, documents, photos, for a period of 
over twenty years, with ceaseless energy and devotion. It is a rare 
achievement!

Portrait of an Aviator is more than an original contribution to the 
history of Canadian aviation and to Canadian biography. It is also an 
outstanding example of original research. With full documentation 
and a huge archive of original photos, this book can be read as a 
genuine saga, an enchanting chronicle of real people an adventure 
tale...and much more.
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Humanity at its Worst
Genocide, Mass Atrocities, and 
Violations of Human Rights in 

the 21st Century 

by Dr. Mario Silva Ph.D

Fully-researched, Well-Organized, Encyclopedic in its 
Scope, Global in its Focus  

Humanity at its Worst is not a handbook for prevention but 
rather a research driven summary of one of the most disturb-
ing features of the 20th and 21st centuries. Its intent is to 
provide a basis for understanding of these incomprehensible 
crimes against humanity. The catalogue is large, disturbing, 
and troublesome. It is dedicated entirely to assisting read-
ers understand the circumstances of people across the world 
who must contend with these extreme inhuman actions. Each 
chapter examines numerous factors including the conditions 
of the victims, the number of such incidents, the loss of lives, 
the conditions of women, and children past records of major 
incidents of this kind. The accounts of genocides examine the 
di!ering interpretations of genocide from legal viewpoints, as 
well as analysing the in"uence of race, ethnicity, nationalism, 
and gender.

The book is divided into three main sections:

Part One clari#es fundamental terms such genocide, war 
crimes, ethnic cleansing, mass murder, crimes of aggression, 
international criminal law, the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court, The Foundation of Genocide Convention, and 
lessons from 20th century genocide.

Part Two examines the 20th century genocides; Nazi Holocaust; 
Armenian Holocaust;  Holodomor – Ukraine; Cambodia, Congo, 
Sudan, Ruwanda, Burundi; Ruwandan Genocide; Yugoslavia; 
Kurdish, the 21st century genocides, Darfur; Iraq; 2006 
Lebanon war; Baluchistan; 2009 Sri Lanka; Civil war in Syria – 
2011 to today; Rohingya; Yazidis ethnic and religious cleansing; 
Christian prosecutions; Boko Haram; Congo; ISIS war crimes; 
Yemen; Libya civil war.

Part Three tackles Terrorism, Failed States, and UN Action to 
end violations of Human Rights.

Mario Silva is a Distinguished Visiting 
Professor at Ryerson University in Toronto 
and author. He was appointed in 2013 to 
the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA) as the Canadian Chair and 
has continued to be an active scholar and 
activist in this #eld of human rights and 
genocide.


