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Brian Smith
gives all the

gen you need to know

for buying a scooter

KNOW YOUR BIKE
" |

doubt know that the Lambretta is the leader

in the field. The bikes have been on the market

for mearly 20 years now arnd alf along the fine the

Lambretia has been one step ahead of all competition.

The performance. handling, braking. Nghting arnd
design are reafly good and hardensd motorcyclists
now refuctantly admit that these scooters aren't the
pathetic things they were in the fifties.

The scooter started oviginally as cheap runabout
transport. wivich it still is, but over the years there
have been many scooter races and rallies and scooter
enthusiasts are just as dedicated to their racing as
are motorcyclists. |

Perhaps the most  imporiamt feature of the |
Lambrettas since 1959 has been their reliabiity.
Eoth owners and dealers comment on this and if a |
machine is regularly serviced it should go on for manyg
yoars even if driven hard, If you're in the market for i

a scooter, turn the page and find some of the tips
on buying and running a Lambretta model. 3

. If you're a scooter enthusiast. you will no




NEW BIKE

FEATURES

CHECK
POINTS

Latest Grand Prix machines are
very smooth in styling and are
also eosy to clear. Note the
mon-rust  plastic  horn cowling

g

If the exfoust smoekes hke this
uging full throttle uphill whan hot,
the crank seals are probalily gore
—check tramsmission od feval

Tha handiebar layout is simple
and wnclhrttered with just the
spaedo in the casing. Twisigrp
gearchange s standard it

Chack that rust or accident has
ot damaged the weld in the top
hat section of the frame. If so,
the stand may be locse as wall

——

The latest dusl seat looks good
and I comforiable for one rider.
but is & hbit short to toke the
pitlian passenger  comfortably

- F

I thara's play whean you pulf tha
bock wheal as shown bare, it is
wsually because the geartox back
plate iz lonse—may by axpansive

Engine. Single-cylinder, two-
stroke with 57 x 58 mm bore
and swroke giving 148 cc capa-
city. Compression ratio 8.25:1.
Claimed power output 9 bhp.
Cooled by crankshaft-mounted
fan with ducting and lubricated
by 50:1 petrail,

Gearbox. Four-spead with cable
operated  twist-grip  change.
Fully enclosed oilbath final drive
chain.

Suspension. Front by trailing
links with helical springs. Aear
by swinging crankcase with tale-
scopic spring/damper umits.
Whaoels and tyres. FPressed
stegl wheels with 3.50 x 10
tyres  front and rear, inter-

changeable.
Brakes. Front and rear are driam
type with single-leading shoes.

Disc brake fitted
200 model only.
Electrical equipment. Direct
lighting with & walt battery and
cril ignition.

Capacities. Fuel tank 15 gal-
lons, with 2 pints raserve,

to front of

Dimaensions. Length 71 in.
width 27 im.. height 40 in.,
ground clearance & in.. URn-
laden weight 264 Ibs.
Manufacturers. Innocent.
Milano, ltaly.

Importers. Lambretta Con

cessionaires  Ltd, Purley Way,
Croydon, Surray,

&6
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popular scooter for

As far as the buyer of a

used Lambretta is con-
cerned, we are going to start
the story from 1359. There
are earlier machines around,
but by now they are nearly all
tired and rusty and cannot
really be recommended as a
good buy. You could easily
end up spending more on
repairs than you paid for the
scooter!

1959 saw the first of the Li
range. This Seres | had the
headlamp fixed into the body
shield, which was inconwvanient
whign comenng at night. and
wirs sold i 126 and 150 form.,
The TV 175 {Tourismo Veloce)
micdel was similar

In 1960 Lambretta introduced
tha Saries 2 models, which had
the headlamp mounted on the
handlebars. The engines glso had
ditferent parting and shorter con-
rods and it's worth noting that
the Senes | engine can only be
converted to the later spec. by
changing tha crank and rod com-
plate,

The Series 3 models happened
for 1363, These were called
tha Slim-style range and ware
sgain made in all three capaci

ties, although the 175 had a
front disc brake and front sus-
pension damping as standard
Shortly after this, the GT 200
replaced the 175 model al-
though maost of the features were
the same. The 200 did 1end 0
vibrate a lot at low revs and had
a habit of shedding its exhaust
until rubber mounting cured the

problem.
Late in 1963 Lambrettas also
introduced the Special Pace-

maker 150 which was & mildly
twned version of the Series 3
Li 1ED.

The following year the Li 125
was dropped. Lambretta still
made a 125 based on the dif-
ferent and smaller Cento model,
but this was nothing like as
popular as the Li and most
owners are better off with an Li
160.

In March 1968 the SK 200
maodel replaced the GT. This was
a rastyled machine with lower
comprassion ratio, lower gear
ratios, and an exira silencer
mounting. A year later came the
SX 150 which had very nearly as
much power §s the larger modael,
although it looked more like the
previous GT200,

MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS
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o VAR ing the aasy-
to-clean fines. The whole rear larmg
unit and the air outiet grilfe
above are made of plastic material

&

The exhausts tend (o vibrate and
fracture the two mouniing brack-
ats. Chack both as shown, as a
mew exhaust system is expensive

Left side of the machine shows
the cooling fan and ducting, the
cantridge-type  air  cleaner and
the westharproofod regolator it

The rmar springs are dual rote
type and give Nittle trouble, but
check that the rear damping =
working correctly by bouncing it

The right side shows where the
battery normally lives, between
the fusl tank and tool box, where
it's quite sasy to do topping up

The Silenthloc bushes on the
SGIRG YUY S Wigitng arem pivot
tend to get play in them partic-
wlarly if any o gets on to tham

The 125 and 150 Grand Prixmodels
hawve drum front brake and no
hydraulic damper. but this 200
has both front disc and damper

Check that the machine has a bat-
tery fitted and that it’s in good
condition. If terminals are oxi-
dizsed, it's probably in bad state

small wheel

enthusiasts”’

For 1968, the Li 150 Spacial
was Introduced. This was an
gconomy modal based en the
Pacamaker, but with direct
lighting and no battery

In April 1969 the laest GP
1580 and 200 maodels replaced
the SX range, the 200 sl being
the only ana with front suspen-
sion damping and disc front
brake, and in Decamber of that
vear a similar GP 125 model was
introduced.

The last model o be intro-
duced was the new. Spanish
puilc 150 Special, which sells for
just under E180—L£5 cheaper
tham a GP 125 and nearly £35
cheaper than the GP 150.

Of &l these models, the 150
is the only ome which has re
mained in continuous produc-
tign, It is also reckaned 1o ba tha
best all-round buy for raliability
and economy. You would onby
buy the 125 for the ultimata in
aeonamy or the 1756 or 200 tar
the ultimate in performance.

FD[ some I:_I1 ciLar |||f-:|z=:|'|-i:1|r.‘|]1
on the Lambretias we weni 1o
Scoota-Mobile of Purley who
have been selling, Servicing.
repairing and tuning these
models far many yaars.

JUNE, 1971

If wou want to make any
Lambretta go better, it's well
wiorth a2sking them about tuning
gear, because they have a full
range of road and competition
mods and parts which have been
well-proven in the past. Thay
also have all the faclory leaflets,
manuals and most special tools,
which may be hired.

O the suhject of manuals, the
owner's handbook has somehow
been guoting Acofrect tyre pres-
suras. Thess in fact should be
18 Ibs. psi front and 20 s, rear
for solo work with the rear going
up to 36 lbs. if a pillion passen-
qger is carried. This is vary impor-
tant for good handling.

Routine maintenance is guite
straightforward on  all models,
but there is one important paint
which must ba mentioned. The
front hub and speedo drive must
only be greased wery Lightly smnd
very rarely or the grease will
melt and get into the brakes and
ruin the linings.

Generally the Lambretta
madels since 1358 have been
good, relinble machines and if
scootenng is your scane, you
cann be sure that ',rl'_lu'rlg -Uul:ir'lg
ane of the best,

BUYING PRICES

126 150 200
E£25 £40 —
£30 a1 -
£356 ELE —
£50 E65 £90
£60 E75 E100
— £85 £116

125 150 200
1966 £95 £130
1267 = £170 £145
1968 — £125 E165
1969 E150 E190
1970 E150 £175 E215
Maw £185 £213 E2B5

MNE. All used prices for averhaulad machines

ACCESSORIES

Spare wheel E3-78
Windscreen 592
Rear luggage carrier E3-75
Backrest E£2-50
Fromt safety bar £EThH
Rear safety bar £4-87

TUNING

No manufacturer's tuning parts are

awailable, but Scoots-Mobdle offer

numerses  competition-provad  per

lormance parts soma of which are

listed below,

Hyperfarmanes 30 mm Amal
e b kit

Hyparformancs race poring
mits EE-50

E10-25

Racing Dykes-ringed pistons  £3-35
Head profiling £1-30
Racing hrakes shoss E1:20
SPARES

Piston £2.20
Clutch plates |set of 41 Ci1-35
First gesar pinkan E5-35
Frant beaka shoes (pairl £0-88

Standard silencer £3-66
Speado head £3-05
Senvice guide £1-05

INSURANCE

Fully comorehensive cover for
poperienced rider aged 21-24 living
in Metropolitan Police Arsa (District
Bl—E£10 p.a.

PERFORMANCE

Maximum speeds in the gears:

15t 15 mph. 2nd 35 mph
3rd 52 mph i 64 miph
Accoleration:

0-30 4.8s=ac 0-40 9.4 sec.
O-50 16.0 sec. 060 26.0 sec.

Standing quarter-mile: 23 sec.
Fual consumption: 70 mpg with
average riding.

Braking: Stopping from 30 mph on
dry roads using both brakes, 36 feet.

OUR EXPERTS

Seoota-Mobile Ltd,
40-42 High Strewet,
Purloy, Surroy.
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