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KidsLOVE Art!

It won't come as much of a
surprise that kids love creating
their own works of art. From the
moment they can hold a crayon
they're scribbling and putting
~ their own mark on the world. As a
parent you know their brains go
through enormous leaps where
their understanding of the world

evolves.

While you'll see it in so many
areas, a great indicator of their
leaps is in the art they create.

This guide is designed to help you understand WHY they create
what they create. It will also help you to direct them to the right

concepts for their age. E.g. a 4 year old will likely have no interest in

shadowing and highlighting, but at age 10, this is a great concept to
introduce.




From age 4 you'll notice your child
moving from 'scribbles' to 'preschematic’,
which means they're starting to create
very basic representations of objects. For
example, a circle with lines could as easily
be a person or dog.

Children this age will simply exclude items they don't deem important in an
artwork (e.g. it's unlikely they'll add fingers, eyelashes, and smaller details
because they don't think they're important to represent.) This doesn't mean
they don't see them, it just means they don't think they're significant.

Colour is very important, but it's not

representative of what they're seeing,
it's a representation of things they

like. For example, if a child’s favourite
colour is blue and they're drawing a
picture of something important to
them, they may paint that item as
blue.

Proportions aren't relative at all, you'll see giant butterflies, a huge head on a tiny
body. Again, these aren't representative of anything so don't read into it too much.

They're highly unlikely to colour inside the lines -
the bones in their hands simply aren't developed
enough for them to have that level of control. They
might get frustrated when they can't colour in the
way they want to, so remind them that they're still
learning and improving.







At this stage we're firmly in the
'schematic' style but you'll notice
even more details and spatial
reasoning.

We may begin to see the early signs
of realism in their art, particularly as
they reach the end of age 9.

They want your approval and
specific details of what you like
(e.g. | love how yellow your sun is,

Validating their skills is very

what a pretty dress.) This is often . .
important because their

where you may have a little .
. confidence starts to falter.
guestion box on the artwork -
“Do you like this? Yes, No,

Maybe.”

They're getting critical of their own work
and frustrated when they can't do it the
way they want- they can see all the details
of a real face and they want to be able to

Colours will become .
represent this, but they don't have the

representational of the .
. . motor skills yet.
object if you haven't
already seen that

development.

Sizes will be more realistic and relativism
plays a bigger role (e.g. a person isn't

drawn bigger than a house). Talk to them

about the choices they make about sizes.




Age 10-11







