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A glimpse into the creative heart of today’s
most talented sewing & quilting artists.

Road Trip II
Regional Quilt Shows
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The SCHMETZ Inspired to SEW Road Trip continues from 
last month’s museum issue to this month’s traveling quilt and 
sewing shows. As Rita Farro explains, this issue highlights a 
few shows from the myriad of professional shows across 
North America. Quilt and sewing shows are like mini 
museums with gala shopping in regions near and far.  This is 
not a comprehensive quilt show list, we have only so much 
room, but a great place to begin planning your own road trip. 
Hopefully, you will be inspired to research and attend shows 
in your own region.  

So grab a friend, book a quilt show tour bus ticket or travel 
solo. You will find classes, shopping, friends and delightful 
encounters at quilt shows. And maybe as you explore, you 
will even discover a few unexpected surprises … like the 
giant Bernina  machine on Michigan Avenue in Chicago. 
Sew SCHMETZ & Grabbit® Too!

Rhonda Pierce
Spokesperson, SCHMETZneedles.com
info@SCHMETZneedles.com

What Inspires
YOU to Sew?
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 www.Ritassewfun.blogspot.com

There’s an App for That!
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Bernina 125th Anniversary Celebration
Michigan Avenue, Chicago IL
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Road Trip II

In  last  month’s  issue  of  SCHMETZ Inspired to SEW,  favorite   
quilt museums were featured opening the door to view 
ambitious quilts exhibited with the chance to study  techniques 
and patterns of accomplished quilters.  If you are unable to visit 
a quilt museum, chances are good that someone is bringing a 
traveling quilt museum to YOUR BACK DOOR. 

Forty years ago, before the resurgence of quilting ignited the 
birth of guilds across the country, if a quilter wanted her work 
to be seen, the only avenue was the once-a-year county fair.  
The prize given was a colored ribbon.

Today, on any given month of the year, regional quilt shows 
are organizing exhibits featuring hundreds of talented quilters 
and offering thousands of dollars in prize money. 
 
So, what is a quilt show?  Many local quilt guilds put on an 
annual "quilt show."  These local shows are run by volunteers, 
who are also the quilters. They rent the space, hang the show, 
and maybe give away some door prizes.  They probably have 

a small admission fee to cover expenses, but they are run as 
a non-profit enterprise.  When a quilt guild puts on a show, it 
exhibits guild member work. 

This article is about regional quilt shows . . . which is like 
having a quilt museum come to your area with a staff of quilt 
professors and temporary retail space that would rival Macy’s 
department store . . . except that ALL THE MERCHANDISE IS 
QUILT RELATED!

The growth of quilt shows in America is phenomenal.  Every 
quilt show features multiple quilt exhibits and so much more.  
A quilt show has a staff of professionals working year round 
to produce the show.  They line up exhibits, manage the 
call for entries for quilt contests, hire professional quilters to 
teach or entertain with special events, organize an extensive 
class schedule, then rent out a large vendor floor.  Really -- a 
regional quilt show is to a quilter what the Super Bowl® is to a 
football fan....
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International Quilt Festival/Houston:  Nov. 8-11, 2018
International Quilt Festival/Chicago:  March 28-30, 2019 

American Quilting Society
September 12–15, 2018 — Paducah, KY
August 22–25,2018  — Grand Rapids, MI
October 3–6, 2018 — Virginia Beach, VA
February 27–March 2, 2019 — Daytona Beach, FL
March 27–30, 2019 — Lancaster, PA
April 24–27, 2019 — Paducah, KY

Sisters Outdoor Quilt Show™ — July 13, 2019, Oregon

Quilt Expo — September 6-8, 2018

Original Sewing & Quilt Expos
September 20, 21 & 22, 2018 — Cincinnati, OH
September 27, 28 & 29, 2018 — Fredericksburg, VA
November 15, 16 & 17, 2018   — Novi, MI
March 7, 8 & 9, 2019 — Atlanta, GA
March 14, 15 & 16, 2019 — Lakeland, FL
April 4, 5 & 6, 2019 — Cleveland, OH
August 1, 2 & 3, 2019 — Raleigh, NC
August 22, 23 & 24, 2019 — Arlington, TX

Road to California Road to California —January 24-27, 2019

Shipshewana Quilt Festival — June 19-22, 2019
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International Quilt Festival

International Quilt Festival takes place each fall in Houston, 
Texas.  It is the largest annual quilt show in the United States 
and regularly attracts 55,000 people from over 35 countries. 
There is shopping at more than 1,000 booths for quilts, fabric, 
supplies, and crafts, along with 550 classes and lectures for all 
experience levels. Festival features more than 1,600 quilts and 
unique works of textile art on display. There is also a smaller 
spring edition of Festival held in Chicago.  Quilts, Inc. sponsors 
quilt challenges. Festival is open to the public.  

 • International Quilt Festival/Houston:  Nov. 8-11, 2018
 • International Quilt Festival/Chicago:  March 28-30, 2019 

Quilts, Inc puts on two major trade shows for the quilting 
industry every year. (These shows require credentials in order 
to attend.)  The fall show is always at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center in Houston, Texas and the Spring show 
moves around the country (Kansas City in 2019).

International Quilt Festival
Houston, TX

November 8-11, 2018

International Quilt Festival
Chicago, IL

March 28-30, 2019

www.quilts.com

TEXAS

ILLINOIS

Houston

Chicago
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American Quilting Society

AQS Quilt Week events are held in multiple cities. These  
events make an indelible mark on the fiber art community 
by offering the largest cash prizes for quilters in the country. 
In addition to displaying the contest quilts at each event, 
attendees enjoy a variety of special quilt exhibits from around 
the world. Each event features workshops and lectures with 
top quilting instructors and a huge merchant mall with 
vendors offering the latest machines, fabrics, and other tools 
used in quilt making. 

 	September 12–15, 2018 — Paducah, KY
  August 22–25,2018  — Grand Rapids, MI
  October 3–6, 2018 — Virginia Beach, VA
 	February 27–March 2, 2019 — Daytona Beach, FL
  March 27–30, 2019 — Lancaster, PA
  April 24–27, 2019 — Paducah, KY 

www.americanquilter.com
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Sisters Outdoor Quilt Show™ — July 13, 2019, Oregon

Sisters Outdoor Quilt Show™ (SOQS) is internationally 
recognized as the world's largest outdoor quilt show and quilt 
sale, displaying more than 1300 quilts representing world-
wide fiber artists.

More than 10,000 visitors from all 50 states and 27 countries 
flock to Sisters on the second Saturday in July. Master quilt 
makers teach classes and workshops during quilt week and 
exhibit their quilts at this unique annual outdoor quilt show. 
Hundreds of quilts are displayed in the "show-and-tell" exhibits 
— first time quilters, youth, quilts made by men — throughout 
the town of Sisters. Quilt exhibitors range in age from 10-92.

The mission of the Sisters Outdoor Quilt Show™ is to educate 
the public about the art, skill, and heritage of traditional 
and contemporary quilts and fiber arts, while enhancing 
the cultural vitality of the community of Sisters and Central 
Oregon.

www.sistersoutdoorquiltshow.org

Sisters

OREGON
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Quilt Expo — September 6-8, 2018
Alliant Energy Center, Madison, Wisconsin

Quilt Expo was a dream come true for Nancy Zieman.  Before 
her passing in November 2017, Nancy was most well known 
for her wildly popular show, Sewing With Nancy.  The series, 
co-produced and presented by Wisconsin Public Television, 
continues to be broadcast on public television stations across 
the United States and Canada. 

Nancy was an accomplished quilter and she realized people 
wanted to get together and share their love of quilting.  When 
she approached Wisconsin Public Television, her idea was 
to partner with them to create a consumer quilt show that 
would serve as an on-going fundraiser for Wisconsin Public 
Television. This very original idea was Nancy’s way of giving 
back.  The first Quilt Expo happened in 2005. 
 
Today, the NZP Team is honored to carry on Nancy’s legacy and 
love of sewing and quilting by co-managing Quilt Expo with 
Wisconsin Public Television.  The mission of Public Television 
is outreach and education, and Quilt Expo is designed to 
capture and revitalize the creative quilting spirit. 
 
Quilt Expo is the recipient of the PBS Creative Fundraising 
Award in 2008, and the PBS Development Inspiration Award 
in 2012.

Expo 2018 Quilt Exhibits: 

 • Nancy Zieman Landscape Quilt Legacy Exhibit
 • Needle-Turn Appliqué Bed Quilts: Mary Shotwell & Friends
 • Cherrywood Hand Dyed Fabrics: Van Gogh Challenge
 • Sun Prairie Quilters: American Barn Quilt Challenge
 • 2018 Kids’ Quilt Challenge  
 • 2018 Quilt Expo Modern Mini 
 • Quilt Challenge (the Quilt Challenge for the NEXT year is 
    announced).
 • 2018 Quilt Expo Bake Off Quilt Challenge: (The first 
    time they will hang the quilts from the challenge that was
    announced at last year’s show.)

www.wiquiltexpo.com

WISCONSIN

Madison
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Original Sewing & Quilt Expos 

With one of the most ambitious schedules in the quilt and 
sewing industry, OSQE is currently producing eight regional 
shows around the country.  Each show has its own unique 
personality, with exhibits, classes and a vendor mall.  Stroll 
through aisles of quilts, including contemporary, traditional, 
art and modern works by artists from across the country. 
Join guided quilt walks through selected galleries, hosted by 
quilting personalities whose work is featured in the collections.

	 September 20, 21 & 22, 2018 — Cincinnati, OH
 	September 27, 28 & 29, 2018 — Fredericksburg, VA
  November 15, 16 & 17, 2018   — Novi, MI
  March 7, 8 & 9, 2019 — Atlanta, GA
  March 14, 15 & 16, 2019 — Lakeland, FL
  April 4, 5 & 6, 2019 — Cleveland, OH
  August 1, 2 & 3, 2019 — Raleigh, NC
  August 22, 23 & 24, 2019 — Arlington, TX

www.sewingexpo.com
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Road to California Road to California —January 24-27, 2019
Ontario Convention Center in Upland, California 

Road to California is the premier consumer quilt show west of 
the Rocky Mountains, awarding over $92,000 to fiber artists 
from around the world. 

More than 42,000 visitors gather each January to view exhibits 
featuring antique, traditional, art and modern quilts designed 
by both national and international quilt groups. A vibrant 
vendor mall of over 225 nationally and internationally known 
retailers feature the very latest to see, try and buy in quilt 
making supplies, machines, notions, antique quilts and gift 
items. Classes taught by a distinguished faculty are geared 
to all levels of quilters, offering assistance with traditional to 
modern techniques, hand and machine quilting skills and 
the latest in surface-embellishment using paint, thread and 
embroidery.

www.road2ca.com

Upland

CALIFORNIA
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Shipshewana Quilt Festival — June 19-22, 2019
Shipshewana, Indiana.

The four-day quilt show, and festival offers an extensive 
schedule of quilting luncheons, evening events, classes and 
programs as well as quilt shows and a vendor floor. They 
attract the biggest names in the quilt industry to teach and 
lecture.

One of the unique things about the Shipshewana Quilt Festival 
is the town itself.  Nestled in the heart of Amish Country, 
Shipshewana has special traffic rules to accommodate the 
Amish buggies and bicyclists.   There are many charming shops 
in town,  including the famous Yoder’s Department Store, 
which is like going back in time.  A true general store, Yoder’s 
has a wonderful fabric department, actual "dry goods," and 
their shoe department is second to none.  The Shipshewana 
Quilt Festival happens all over town, using motel conference 
rooms, entire school buildings and the local theater.

— written by Rita Farro

www.shipshewanaquiltfest.com

Shipshewana

INDIANA
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What Needle Do I Use?
The SCHMETZ App

Here are the coolest features:

Lots of needle information . . . 
and it's FREE!

Review the Color Code Chart. Review Needle Types. Click one of the 80+ fabrics,
get needle information.



14

Compliments of
Your Local Retailer

www.SCHMETZneedles.com

All rights reserved.  ©2018 SCHMETZneedles.com Issue 56


9.0.0.2.20120627.2.874785
	LogoField1: 



