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Dear Teacher,

Imagine a zoo trip that had to be cancelled 
because all of the zoo animals had come 
down with one ailment or another. That is 
precisely what happens to John and Sue in 
this story of the zoo-turned-hospital-for- 
infirm-creatures! Your young students will 
be rooting for the animals—and for John and 
Sue, who are so anxious to visit them.

With its lively rhymed verse and nostalgic 
illustrations, The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until 
Further Notice), is a charming read aloud that 
offers several opportunities to respond to 
Common Core Reading Literature, Speaking 
and Listening, and Writing standards.

In addition, you can use it as a springboard 
for a humorous visual art display featuring 
zoo animals that have fallen ill at the zoo.

It was a warm, sunny day
with not much to do.

So Sue and John walked
to the Kalama Zoo.

About the Book

Introduction

But when John and Sue arrive at the zoo, they are in for a very big surprise! 
What is wrong with all of the animals?

From Edward the elephant to Marcel the monkey, the animals have tummy 
aches and toothaches, runny noses and sore throats. Pete the zookeeper can 
barely keep up with taking care of them and has to close the zoo!

And the next day, John and Sue are in for an even bigger surprise!

This charming tale, illustrated with humor and warmth, brings to life the value 
of sweet friendship.



Questions: 5 W’s and an H 

Kindergarten, Grade One, and Grade Two: After reading The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further Notice) 
aloud, challenge students to answer the following questions about key details in the text:

•  Who are the main characters in this story? 
•  Who has the problem? 
•  What is the main characters’ problem? (Note: Expect lively discussion, as an argument can be  

made that John and Sue, Pete the zookeeper, or the animals are all the main characters.)
•  Where does the story primarily take place? Are there any other places/settings in the story?
•  When do John and Sue discover that the zoo is closed?
•  Why is the zoo closed?
•  How does the story end? What makes the ending funny?
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READING LITERATURE STANDARDS and  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS

Reading Literature Standard 1
RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
RL 1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RL 2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text.  

Speaking and Listening Standard 2
SL K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through 
other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if 
something is not understood. 
SL 1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media.
SL 2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media.
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Story Building Blocks: Characters, Setting, and Plot 

Kindergarten, Grade One, and Grade Two: Remind students about the three basic literary elements  
in stories: characters, setting, and major events, or plot.

After reading The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further Notice) aloud, ask students: 

•  Who are the main characters in the story? How do you know? (Listen for: “XXX are the characters 
with the problem.”)

•  Who are the other (secondary) characters in the story? (Note: The answer to this question will depend  
on the variable answer to the question above. An argument can be made for Sue and John, Pete the  
zookeeper, or the animals.) 

•  Where does the story primarily take place/What is the main setting? Are there any scenes that do not 
take place at the zoo?

•  What are the most important events of the story? Why do you think so?

Grade Two: Ask students to think about the different ways that Pete the zookeeper responds to the  
animals’ many ailments. Do you think his solutions are good ones? How else might he have handled  
the problem?

Reading Literature Standard 3
RL K.3 With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story. 
RL 1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 
RL 2.3 Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 
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Feeling Blue 

Grade One: After reading The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further Notice) aloud, revisit the pages as you 
send students on a hunt for words and phrases that suggest feelings. Remind students that there are two 
types of feelings in the story—physical feelings, because each of the animals is sick, and emotional feelings. 
Most of the emotional feelings expressed in the story are sad ones. Challenge your students to find the 
words and phrases that author Evelyn Beilenson used to communicate them.

Rhythm and Rhyme 

Grade Two: The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further Notice) is written in rhymed verse. Ask students to 
speculate about what effect it would have on the story if the text were rewritten in unrhymed prose.  
Explain that the verse is written in quatrains (four-line stanzas). Read each quatrain in its rhymed form  
and then challenge students, individually or in small groups, to rewrite them in prose. Ask: Which text is 
most appealing? Why?

Reading Literature Standard 4
RL 1.4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. 
RL 2.4 Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) 
supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
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Name that Text 

Kindergarten: Before reading The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further Notice) to your students, spend one 
literature block exploring fictional storybooks, poems, and informational text. Discuss and list the key traits 
of each. Then, with your list available for reference, read the story aloud. Ask students to determine what 
type of text it is. Prepare to engage in a discussion about whether fiction and informational texts can be 
written as poems. 

Kalama Zoo, Real or Imagined? 

First Grade: After reading The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further Notice) aloud, share one or more  
informational books about zoos with your class. Two recent suggested titles might be found in your library:

• Going to the Zoo by Rebecca Rissman

• Zookeepers by Sarah Teick

Now ask them to explain major differences between an informational book about the zoo and The Zoo Is 
Closed Today! (Until Further Notice).

Problem Reversal

Grade Two: After reading The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further Notice) ask students to think about the 
beginning and ending of the book. Ask: When and how does author Evelyn Beilenson introduce you to the 
problem in the story and whose problem is it? How does the problem develop as the story goes on? Does the 
author provide a satisfying ending that solves the problem the story posed at the beginning or does the problem 
get reversed?

Reading Literature Standard 5
RL K.5 Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems). 
RL 1.5 Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, 
drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 
RL 2.5 Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces 
the story and the ending concludes the action. 
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Who’s That Talking?

Read The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further Notice) aloud and ask: Who is telling you the story? (Note: Be 
prepared to discuss two different narrators, as the frame story is told by an omniscient narrator and the 
interior story is told by Pete the zookeeper.)

Kindergarten: Listen for kindergartners to name the author, Evelyn Beilenson and the illustrator Anne 
Kennedy. Discuss their distinct roles in writing and illustrating the story, including which part of the 
creation of the book each one did. Contrast this book with other titles, such as Simpson’s Sheep Won’t Go to 
Sleep! by Bruce Arant, that have a single author/illustrator. 

Grade One: Read a four-line stanza from the beginning of the text, the middle of the text, and the end of 
the text. For example:

Beginning:
The gate was shut tight. 
All was quiet and still, 
since inside the zoo, 
the animals were ill.

Middle:
And Freddy the fox 
was having such fun 
he forgot his lotion, 
and got burnt in the sun.

End:
But the very next day 
Sue and John got a letter. 
The zookeeper said 
the animals felt better.

Reading Literature Standard 6
RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role 
of each in telling the story. 
RL 1.6 Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text.
RL 2.6 Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a  
different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud.
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Ask: Who is telling the story at each of these points in the book? (Listen for: the narrator or Evelyn Beilenson, 
then Pete the zookeeper, then the narrator or Evelyn Beilenson again.) Then ask: What if the story were 
told, instead, from Pete the zookeeper’s point of view all the way through? How would it change?

Grade Two: Invite a student to read the interior of the story in which Pete the zookeeper is describing each 
animal’s plight in his own voice. Now ask them, in small groups, to render each quatrain about an individ-
ual animal as though the animal him or herself were narrating the stanza. If you feel that your students are 
capable of the task, ask them to maintain the meter and rhyme of each quatrain. For example:

And Freddy the fox    I’m Freddy the fox. 
was having such fun   My day was such fun.    
he forgot his lotion,    I forgot my lotion
and got burnt in the sun.   and got burnt in the sun.

Ask: How does reading the lines as dialogue from Freddy’s point of view change the way you feel about him?
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 Picture That! 

Kindergarten, Grade One, and Grade Two: After reading The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further Notice) 
aloud, revisit the story to closely examine the illustrations that accompany each stanza about a sick animal. 
Discuss characters, setting, and plot for the story as a whole. Then look more closely at each double page 
spread. Ask: Which things in the illustration specifically show the event in the story the text describes? Which 
things in the illustration go beyond the text to illustrate additional elements? How do these added elements 
extend the story?

Whose Zoo? 

Kindergarten and Grade One: After reading and discussing The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further  
Notice), read the Caldecott Honor book, If I Ran the Zoo, by Dr. Seuss. Discuss general similarities and  
differences between Kalama Zoo and the zoo in the Dr. Seuss tale, noting that the young boy (Gerald  
McGrew) in If I Ran the Zoo, gathers imaginary animals for his zoo. Ask students, as a class or in small 
groups, to select from Gerald McGrew’s menagerie, and imagine that the animal is transported to  
Zookeeper Pete’s zoo. Have them discuss a likely ailment for each. If time allows, ask students to draw  
the newly added animal at Kalama Zoo with its ailment quite evident on the Kalama Zoo sheet provided 
on the following page.

Reading Literature Standard 7
RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story 
in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts). 
RL 1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.
RL 2.7 Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demon-
strate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

Reading Literature Standard 9
RL K.9 With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories. 
RL 1.9 Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.



Kalama Zoo

The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until further Notice), by Evelyn Beilenson. Illustrations © Anne Kennedy
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Writing Standard 3
W K.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several 
loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reac-
tion to what happened. 
W 1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include 
some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some 
sense of closure. 
W 2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, 
and provide a sense of closure.

Writing Standard 7
W K.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a 
favorite author and express opinions about them).
W 1.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books 
on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions).
W 2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single 
topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

Speaking and Listening Standard 3
SL K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is 
not understood. 
SL 1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional informa-
tion or clarify something that is not understood.
SL 2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gath-
er additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.

WRITING STANDARDS and  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS
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Who’s (Sick) at the Zoo?

Kindergarten, Grade One, and Grade Two: After reading and discussing The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until 
Further Notice), launch a short research project about zoo animals. Either as a whole group (Kindergar-
ten), in small groups or pairs (Grade One), or individually (Grade Two), choose a zoo animal not featured 
in the book to learn more about using primary level informational books as well as print and online refer-
ence resources. Instruct students to look specifically for information on the animal’s physical characteristics 
and behavior and to record these facts on the My Animal Fact Sheet provided in the following pages.

Once students have lists of facts about their focus animals, challenge them to present their information to 
the group orally and challenge the group to ask the speaker questions in order to clarify or to seek addition-
al details.

After presenting the factual information about their animals, allow students to choose any of the animals 
researched in order to write a four-line stanza about that animal being sick at the Kalama Zoo. They may 
use the Who’s (Sick) at the Zoo? sheet found in the following pages to write their stanza. Ask them to 
incorporate their new knowledge about the animal’s physical characteristics and behavior in the stanza. 
(Note: Challenge more advanced writers to rhyme their stanzas.) 

Denizens of the Kalama Zoo
On a bulletin board or open wall space covered in chart paper, challenge your students to create a 
panorama view of the Kalama Zoo, featuring the animals in The Zoo Is Closed Today! (Until Further 
Notice) and the animals they designed in the Whose Zoo? and Who’s (Sick) at the Zoo? activities. 
Label each animal in its cage with its name.

Art Extension Activity
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My Animal Fact Sheet

My animal is a: 

My animal looks like:
(List the animal’s physical characteristics.)

My animal does these things:
(Describe the animal’s behavior.)

Draw a picture of your animal.
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Who’s (Sick) at the Zoo?



About the Author and Illustrator

Author Evelyn Beilenson has been in the publishing industry for over 30 
years and has written more than 15 books. The Zoo is Closed Today!  
(Until Further Notice) is Evelyn’s debut children’s picture book. She draws 
inspiration from her children and grandchildren and believes that life 
should always be lived to the fullest—even if you come down with a cold! 
She lives in New York.
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Illustrator Anne Kennedy is a lifelong animal lover, and she prefers  
painting them over any other subject. It’s a good day when she gets to 
illustrate a whole zoo full of animals! Anne has been an illustrator for over 
30 years. She has illustrated many children’s books, including the popular 
Miss Fox’s Class series, written by Eileen Spinelli. She has also written and 
illustrated her own picture book, The Farmer’s Away! Baa! Neigh! She lives 
near Columbus, Ohio.

www.peterpauper.com Illustrations © Anne Kennedy


