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WINTER 2022

EDITORS LETTER 

WELCOME to the winter edition of The Crate Times, our
second issue since launching. 

THANK YOU for all of your wonderful feedback on our new
packaging and branding, it meant the world to us to see your
pictures and read your messages of support, it is so
appreciated!

We have pages of flower-filled content for you in this issue; an
interview with Irish journalist and stylist SARAH MACKEN,
our brand ambassador, who makes everything look good with
her effortless creativity and keen eye for adding a beautifully
kitsch quirk to styling; and our Christmas gift guide designed
to get you in the mood for all of the festive fun that awaits us
in the coming weeks! 

Of course, our pet mascots Seamus, Frank and Mister Blue
adorn our pages with their unmatched Christmas floral
decorating tips & tricks, and crossword clues to keep you
entertained on a cosy winter evening. 

If you want to get ahead of the curve with your Christmas
shopping and decorating this year, DON’T MISS OUT on
some of the amazing promos we have planned for you for
Black Friday weekend. We will have savings across our gift
subscriptions, seasonal wreaths and flowers, so be sure to sign
up to our weekly newsletter, THE CRATE DISPATCH, to be
the first in-the-know when these go live! 

Finally, we want to highlight our DIY CHRISTMAS
WREATH KIT. We have carefully curated this for all of the
crafters and floral enthusiasts, who want the joy of making a
Christmas wreath from the comfort of their own home or
HOST your own workshop with family, friends or colleagues.
The kit includes beautifully scented Irish grown evergreens,
natural floral decorations, velvet ribbon and wire, and a
designed instructional book that shows a step-by-step guide
for making your wreath; festive fun absolutely guaranteed
with this one!

Wishing you a very hearty Christmas run-up and happy winter
reading,
Claire & Steph
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Conversations 
with friends. SARAH MACKEN  

TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOURSELF

I'm a journalist and writer from Dublin. I
started out in magazines, I am the former
editor of Irish Tatler, and now I freelance
writing fashion and interiors, as well as pop
culture features, across some lovely titles.
I’m a contributing editor at The Gloss, and
my work has appeared in the Sunday Times,
Stylist, Irish Times and IMAGE. I’m also a
member of the female Irish writing
collective, Rogue. 

HOW DO YOU FIND INSPIRATION?

It usually comes from allowing myself to
pause and breathe; giving myself space to
gain perspective. Often the moments you
actually sit still are when the best
inspiration comes. Changing your
environment is key, too. As someone who
works from home, and has done since the
pandemic, I have to constantly refresh my
surroundings otherwise I become very
unmotivated. Long walks, tending to my
garden and the odd dip in the sea (when I’m
brave enough) help, too. One byproduct of
having a husband who is music obsessed is
that I end up watching a lot of music
documentaries which I always find spark
ideas; fashion and music are both a cultural
thermometer, of sorts. 

ANY PETS? TELL US MORE.. 

Burt is our one year old Ragdoll cat who is
the most lovable scamp. He is named after
Burt Bacharach. Admittedly, I am not a 

Bacharach fan, but it was a toss up between
that and Ralph, or Brad (yes, Pitt). I
recently saw a lady cat called Nancy Drew
on Instagram, which I am likely to pilfer at
some point in the future. 

ADVICE YOU WOULD GIVE TO A FRIEND?

Protect your boundaries, fill your cup first,
know your triggers: I’m a cliched millennial
who’s a sucker for therapyspeak. 

WHERE IS YOUR FAVOURITE PLACE IN DUBLIN? 

I’m biased but I’m lucky enough to live by
the sea in Monkstown and it’s a blissful
place to be. I get to start the day with walks
along the coast line, visiting my favourite
nooks and crannies like Howbert & Mays
for plants or Hatch for a cup of tea (they do
an excellent brownie). Mainly, I just like to
walk around and gaze at the incredible
houses and gardens filled with lush
autumnal displays, of which there are many.
My favourite hobby is picking out my
lottery-win house – it changes on the
regular but right now it’s a 1940s beach
bungalow with an allotment style garden
and views of Dublin bay. (Yes, total
notions.

TIPS FOR FLOWER ARRANGING AT HOME?

Keep it simple and natural. A clutch of
white cosmos or freshly picked trailing
nasturtium, in a classic shade like golden
gleam, outweighs any fancy, fussy displays,
in my opinion.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE FLOWER?

Just one? Impossible! In no particular
order, I’m obsessed with: blue lace
delphiniums, butterfly blue scabiosa,
orange California poppies, lemonade
cosmos, black velvet nasturtium and
rambling roses in hues of light pink. My
obsession for next year is to grow oodles of
foxglove in apricot beauty; it’s possibly the
most romantic flower I’ve ever seen. I could
write another paragraph about dahlias, but
I won’t bore you. Other than to say, I
started about 20 tubers on my windowsill
last spring and they brought unparalleled
joy to my garden this summer. (And they’re
still going …) 

AT THE CRATE STUDIO WE LOVE A GOOD
PODCAST. ANY RECCOMENDATIONS FOR US?

My ride-or-die podcasts are My Favourite
Murder (I’m a true crime obsessive) and
Something Rhymes With Purple (I love a
good word of the day), I’m currently
dabbling in The Rewatcher, a retelling of
every episode of Buffy the Vampire Slayer
which is pure 1990s nostalgia.

@ohegartysarah
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The Christmas Bunch 

You never get the same 
flowers twice.

You never get it wrong 
and you will never 
miss the moment.

The only decision you 
need to make is what 
words you want to 
accompany your flowers.

Our Christmas Bunch this year will be made up of all
of your festive greens and favourite Christmas flowers.
Available to preorder now for delivery 19th - 23rd
December. Be sure to get in early as this one always sells
out quickly!' 

The Bunch comes in just two sizes, small and large. By
taking the decision making out of flower ordering and
delivery, we offer three key guarantees that we’ve found
our customers have celebrated throughout the years. 

Visit thecrate.ie today to preorder The Christmas
Bunch!

SINGLE BUNCH - €48

DOUBLE BUNCH - €68
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Winter Dried 
Bunch & 
Wreath 

WINTER WREATH - €70

FESTIVE WREATH - €70

THIS SEASON 
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WINTER DRIED BUNCH - €55



DIY Christmas
Wreath Kit 

Get cosy this Christmas with The Crate's DIY Christmas Wreath Kit. The DIY kit is inclusive of free next day
delivery throughout Ireland and Northern Ireland and includes all required materials for designing your
Christmas wreath; a beautiful Irish grown 10" nobilis fir base, eucalyptus, flowers and natural floral
ornaments, ribbon, wire and a printed, easy to follow, step-by-step instructional guide.

The DIY Christmas Wreath Kit makes the perfect
corporate Christmas gift, team building activity,
winter hen party activity or for hosting your own
Christmas wreath making workshop from the comfort
of your own home with family or friends.

DIY CHRISTMAS WREATH KIT - €65
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Christmas Wreath

The Sweetest 
Christmas Tree
 in Town

'Tis the season to
welcome your loved
ones into your home
once more! The Crate's
Christmas wreath is the
perfect natural
decoration for adding a
dash of traditional
festive cheer to any
door. 

The Christmas wreath
is handcrafted on a 12"
Irish grown nobilis fir
wreath base, with all of
the Christmas flower
trimmings woven
through.

The Sweetest Christmas Tree in Town is back and better than
ever!
The Crate's mini Christmas tree is potted in a plastic-lined
natural jute basket, making it easy to water and keep over the
Christmas season. 
It makes the perfect gift for those that want something a little
more subtle, (or those that want something a little extra in
every room of the house) and comes with a bag of miniature
Christmas baubles to decorate. 
The ideal Secret Santa present for budgets under €30, it's easy
to make someone's day with The Sweetest Christmas Tree in
Town!

CHRISTMAS WREATH - €75

CHRISTMAS TREE - €30
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Christmas Decorating
WITH

Seamus & Frank 

Following the success of our tips & tricks in Issue 1, we put our furry heads together and came
up with a little round up of our favourite Christmas florals for decorating your home. 

 
You will find preserved oranges and orange slices, along with cinnamon sticks in The Crate’s

DIY Christmas Wreath Kit. These work so well as scented decorations that can be wired into a
foliage garland, or looped with velvet ribbon and hung from a frame over a mantlepiece or on

your Christmas tree. Remember to keep the spool of wire that you receive in the kit aside when
decorating, as it comes in handy for hanging floral structures. The wire used is very malleable
so can be wound easily around stems and branches to secure in place. Pinecones are also great
ornamental decorations however we must highlight once more, we cannot be held responsible

for any of these items disappearing. 
 

Finally, remember you may have the fire lit during the winter months or the heaters on to
ensure we are at our most comfortable in the evenings (you know we like our creature

comforts). To get the longest out of your fresh flowers, style these in areas of the house that
are away from direct heat sources and be sure to trim the stems and change the water every two
days. Hardier flowers naturally grow in winter, and these varieties are the flowers used in The
Crate’s bunches, however they still need the right conditions to look their best and so rely on

your care to really thrive (just like ourselves). 
 

That’s all for now. May your Christmas’ be filled with long walks, snoozing and plenty of treats.
Over & out from both of us and over to our pal Mister Blue for what we know will be a cracker of

a crossword! 

Myrica Gale, an Irish grown bog myrtle is lovely,
and can be found in The Crate’s winter dried
bunch, along with birch stems and cotton branches.
These add a woodland texture to your flower
styling (and though tempting to chew on) really
elevate an arrangement. 
You will find these in some of The Crate’s fresh
flower bunches also, adding a nicely dramatic
height in a vase, and mixed with evergreens creates
a soft forest look. 

You may have noticed The Crate is a big fan of
textured foliage and branches in the winter
months. 
Stems with a bend such as young willow, can be
woven into a frame such as a wreath, or garland
base, and can then be built up using conifers and
evergreens to make beautiful long lasting
decorations. 

You can also use branches on their own to hang
Christmas decorations from, or create a mobile
hanging frame above a table as a decorative
centrepiece. (Just remember to keep out of jumping
height as we cannot be held responsible for
decorations being chewed, going missing or buried
down the end of the garden). 

 
Sticks, sticks and more 

sticks we say! 
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Dearest - so very proud of you in
every which way. The strongest

Irish woman. 
Sending all my love, x

Blue's Christmas 
Clues

Across:

4. To adorn your door

6. December birth flower

8. Sea Holly

9. The Christmas berry

12. The Christmas Rose

13. Resembles tiny cats
paws

14. A decorative conifer

15. Where lovers meet

Down:

1. Said to be the first sign of
spring

2. Soft and cloud like

3.Tall and graceful with
trumpet like flower

5. Also called windflower

7. A shade loving evergreen

10. Deck the Halls with

11. An iconic Christmas plan

Friday Feels

Sign up to our newsletter to see more of
our favourite messages with Friday Feels.

Also receive 10% off your first bunch!

15WINTER 2022

Not your average flower delivery.

Black Friday!
We have 20% off everything in our online shop.

Use code BLACKFRIDAY to redeem.



The Perfect 
Christmas Gift

Seasonal flowers, delivered to
your door on repeat...

Start a flower 
subscription!

The Crate flower subscription offers the most
affordable way to buy flowers regularly, saving

you 15% on every order and as the bunch
changes weekly, you never get the same flowers

twice.

Visit TheCrate.ie to find out more.


