
Trick or Treat Drawstring Backpack

CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS:

STEP 1:

(3) 15” x 18” rectangles  

(2) 15” x 18” rectangles  

First, place one of the 15” x 18” Fabric B rectangles face up on your table. Then,  fold one of the
Fabric A rectangles in half,  and line up the raw edges with the bottom of the Fabric B rectangle. 
Stitch a line down the middle of  Fabric A. This will create an inside pocket.  

Next,  place the other 15” x 18” fabric B rectangle face down on top of the lining and pocket. Sew 
around the 3 sides, leaving the top open. Turn it right side out and set it aside for now.   

2 1/4”x WOF strips 

A

B

Outer Fabric

Lining
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STEP 2:
To create the straps, take the 2 1/4” strips and tri fold it so that the raw edges meet in the center. Then
fold it half again, enclosing the raw edges.  That will create a 1/2” strap.  Then sew a 1/8” seam down the
open side.  

Next, place one of the fabric A rectangles face up on your table. Then, take your straps and place them
about 1 - 2 inches from the bottom as shown below. Make sure they are even with each other.  Place
the other fabric A rectangle face down on top to sandwich the straps inbetween. Pin across the entire
bottom edge. Once the straps are secured, pull them out through the top. 

Sew around three sides of your bag, leaving the top open. Double stitch over the straps to secure them.
Stuff the lining inside the bag, lining up the seams (right sides together). Put the straps back inside the 
bag,  and sew around the top raw edges. Leave a 5” gap to pull the bag through.     

Pull the bag right side out, then push the lining back inside the bag.  Close off the hole with a topstich.        

Gap
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STEP 3:
Next,  create buttonholes on the two top seams of your bag (as marked below). Use a buttonhole stitch 
or create one by backstitching a box.  Open up your button hole with a seamripper. Then, thread 
your straps through the hole on the same side. The strap needs to enter through the inside of the bag.        

Then, pull your strap across to the opposite side. Flip your bag over and repeat with the other strap.         

Take the end of your strap and sew it down to the bag right on top of the opposite button hole. See video
for details.  With the straps in place, fold down the top edge of your bag around your straps.          

Finally, topstich around the edge of your top cuff. Pull the drawstrings to open and close your bag!   
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