
Lightning pinwheel quilt

CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS:

STEP 1:

(60) 5” x 5” Squares 

(150) 2.5” x 2.5” squares 
(36) 1 1/2” x 11” strips 

1 1/2” x WOF strips 

Mark your background 5” x 5” squares from corner to corner. Then, place it right sides together with
a colored 5” x 5” square. Sew 1/4” away from your marked line on either side. 

Cut on the marked line. Open your half square triangles and press to the colored side. You will need
4 half square triangles per block. Square to 4 1/2”.   

Next, take one colored 2.5” x 2.5” square and a background 2.5” x 2.5” square, and place them
right sides together. Sew them together on one side with a 1/4” seam. Press your seam to the 
colored side. You will need four of these units to complete the block.   

(20) 5” x 5” squares

(40) 2.5” x 2.5” squares**You will need 3 3/4 yards of fabric for backing

*You will need 1/2 yard for binding

W

B

A

C

SewYeahQuilting.com Page 1 of 4

2 1/2

2/3 yard

(20) 5” x 5” squares

(40) 2.5” x 2.5” squares

2/3 yard

(20) 5” x 5” squares

(40) 2.5” x 2.5” squares
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56” x 67”
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STEP 2:

STEP 3:

Now we will begin to build the top row of our block. Sew a two-square unit to a half square triange, 
paying close attention to placement. Sew at 1/4”. Be sure to press after EVERY step.    

Next, sew another half square triangle to the other side, watching your points. Press.    

Take a single 2.5” x 2.5” background square and sew it to the colored side of your two block unit. Press.     

Then, take another two block unit and attach it on the other side. The colored squares and background
squares should alternate. Press.       

For the last row, create a pattern as shown below. Line up points, sew at 1/4” and press afterwards.  
     

With each seperate row now sewn, it’s time to complete the block. Sew the top row to the second row.   
     Sew at 1/4” with right sides together.  
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STEP 4:

Add the last row to complete the block. Repeat for a total of 30 blocks:  10 of each color.    

Next, we will add vertical sashings between the blocks. Sew a 1 1/2” x 11” sashing to both sides of
the first block in your row. All other blocks will only have vertical sashings on the right side. This
quilt is 5 blocks across and 6 blocks down, so you will need to make six rows of five.      

Sew your blocks together into a row, one at a time with right sides together. All seams are at 1/4”.       

Then, use your 1 1/2” x WOF strip to create horizontal strips. Sew multiple 1 1/2” x WOF strips together
for additional length. The first row in the pinwheel quilt will have horizontal sashings on the top and 
bottom. All other rows will only have sashings on the bottom.       
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STEP 5:

Finally sew your rows together one at a time with right sides together, lining up points along the way. 
Sew at 1/4”. The design below is used for best results, but feel free to get creative.      

Quilt and bind as desired!      


