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I have spent many hours this week pondering and 
discussing the medical condition and care of my sister, 
Nancy, with my other siblings. She is very ill. She is in 
treatment but she is not responding as well as we and the 
doctors hoped. She will not be able to return to work and 
needs full-time care. My sisters and her daughters are all 
trying to care for her. Life has changed for her and our 
family. It changed very quickly. 
 
 

On Tuesday afternoon, the sun was shining with only 
a light breeze. We were having a beautiful day. Since we 
have only had a couple of those since we arrived, we 
were really enjoying it...lol. About 5 p.m. the wind picked 
up and within 15 minutes this beautiful day changed. 
Shelly, the ranch manager’s wife, ran out of the house 
and started moving vehicles into barns and garages. Ray 
and Elder Merrell followed her, moving our vehicles under 
cover.  The wind blew in dark clouds and an incredible 
hailstorm began. Ray was being pelted by hail as he ran 
from the barn to the house. 
 



 
 
 



The circumstances of our lives change often.  
 

My back is doing so much better! It hurts when I get 
up in the morning but once I start moving I feel pretty 
good. When things change it’s not always bad. Change is 
part of life. My father used to say “If things are good, give 
it a minute, things will change, AND if things are bad, give 
it a minute, things will change.”  
 
 
 

One example of change... Here in Nebraska we live in 
a quiet, little house. This week Zach decided to bring our 
grandsons on an adventure! He arrived with his son, Iron 
and also brought Teancum’s son, Rayden. So fun! Our 
quiet, little house changed to shrieks of laughter and 
grandpa attacks! 
 



 
 
  
 
 

Grandpa planned a wonderful treasure hunt with 
buried treasure for the kids... they followed a treasure 
map leading them to... 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



X marks the spot... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



and the digging began... 
 

 



 
 



Finally, there were treasure chests full of pirate stuff 
like golden candy coins and gummy worms... things these 
little pirates like! 
 
 

 
 



 
And with swords in hand, Grandpa didn’t stand a 
chance...  
 

 



Sometimes we see the purpose of our changing 
circumstances but often times we do not.  
 
 

As we were driving to the job site Rayden saw a turtle 
in the middle of the road. We stopped and he picked him 
up off the road, saving him from certain death... (probably 
Elder Merrell...lol). As simple as it is, Rayden’s kindness 
mattered to that life. The turtle will never know that 
Rayden changing his circumstances mattered.  

 
 

When circumstances change in a positive way we are 
grateful for them, it is the negative changes that require a 
great deal of faith, pondering and thought... 
 



 
 



 
 



Out at the jobsite this week, the Merrell’s taped the 
garage. It looks great! Way beyond “not terrible.” They are 
awesome! 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
While the Merrell’s taped, Ray set up the concrete 

forms for the driveway, front walkway and back footings. 
It was fun to have Zach and the kids helping... 
 



 



 



 
Of all the adventures this week, the most fun was 

snake catching! We spent lots of time searching for 
snakes. We found a “Snake Pit” under the cattle guard 
that was so much fun! What more does a little boy want? 
The bigger the better!  

 
 

 
Nebraska only has two venomous snakes, 

copperhead and rattlesnake, so we were not worried, but 
even then, between Zach and I we would have caught 
those too.... I love Zach, he’s pretty fearless and always 
up for the adventure! 
 



 
 



 



 

 
 

As I played with the kids my heart pondered my sister 
and her difficult circumstances. Everyone at some point in 
life will feel the immense burden of sorrow, grief, sickness 
and change.  No one gets to go through life without it.  
However, as odd as it sounds, I believe that we can be 
grateful in difficult times. 



One of our church leaders, Elder Dieter F Uchtdorf 
gave a talk in 2014 called “Grateful in any 
Circumstances”.   
 

He stated “I don’t believe the Lord expects us to be 
less thankful in times of trial than in times of abundance 
and ease.” Often, we express gratitude FOR things 
instead of having an overall spirit of gratitude.  
We can choose to be like Job who seemed to have 
everything but then lost it all. Job responded by saying: 
 

 “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked 
shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
Old Testament  
Job 1:21 
 

The apostle Paul wrote his epistles to the Philippians 
while in prison. He wrote more about joy, rejoicing and 
thanksgiving than he did of his afflictions. 
 
New Testament 
Philippians 1:18 
“What then? Notwithstanding, every way, whether in 
pretense, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein 
do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” 
 

I believe that when we are grateful IN our 
circumstances we show our Heavenly Father that we trust 



him. He will carry us through our afflictions and trials. He 
offers peace through it all. 
 
New Testament 
Philippians 4:7 
“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
 

I hope that we all have peace this week, and comfort. 
When we feel lost, I hope we can look to Christ and 
express gratitude for the peace He offers. I am so grateful 
for Him. 
 
Love, 
Sister Tippetts 
 


