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God Bless America! I love this country. I am so grateful for all our freedoms! 
 
 The Patriot Box was launched this week. Teancum has been working on it for 
many months. It is amazing. Quilts of Valor is a wonderful organization. I don’t think that 
most of us are actually aware of, or can comprehend the many sacrifices made for our 
freedom.  
 

 



I have thought about my brother Gordon this week. He is such a good man. He is 
first to volunteer to help someone out. He is so kind to others. He has served our 
country for many years. He was wounded in Iraq when their tank hit a land mine. He 
permanently has lost his short-term memory. I am grateful for his sacrifices and the love 
that he feels for our country. He truly feels that no sacrifice is too great. I am grateful for 
his wife who has supported his service. I am grateful for his children, many of whom 
have followed him into the military. 

 

 
 



 



In church someone said “Freedom is not the agency to do what you want to do, it 
is to do what you ought to do.” I love that! 
 
 Ray and I left early Wednesday morning for Washington DC. My nephew got 
married in the Washington DC temple. It was beautiful. I thought about how blessed 
these kids are to be able to start a life together and have dreams of the future. I am so 
grateful for the blessing of liberty. 
 
I was thinking about our Savior and how He has freed us from death and sin. I am so 
grateful to Him. 
 
New Testament  
Romans 6 17-18 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
 
In the Book of Mormon there is a man named Moroni. He was so influential in 
preserving the freedom of his people. A description of him is 
 
Book of Mormon 
Alma 48:11-13, 17 
11 And Moroni was a strong and a mighty man; he was a man of a perfect 
understanding; yea, a man that did not delight in bloodshed; a man whose soul did joy 
in the liberty and the freedom of his country, and his brethren from bondage and 
slavery; 
12 Yea, a man whose heart did  swell with thanksgiving to his God, for the many 
privileges and blessings which he bestowed upon his people; a man who did labor 
exceedingly for the welfare and safety of his people. 
13 Yea, and he was a man who was firm in the faith of Christ, and he had sworn with an 
oath to defend his people, his rights, and his country, and his religion, even to the loss of 
his blood. 
17 Yea, verily, verily I say unto you, if all men had been, and were, and ever would be, 
like unto Moroni, behold, the very powers of hell would have been shaken forever; Yea, 
the devil would never have power over the hearts of the children of men. 
 
 Moroni understood how important freedom is. He loved righteousness. He loved 
the Lord. I want to be like Moroni. I want to always be a defender of truth. I want 
Heavenly Father and my Savior, Jesus Christ to know that I am so grateful for freedom 
and truth. I love truth. 



 
Love, 
Leslie 
 
 

 
 



Brody and Teancum took their families to California this week. They needed to 
work so their wives took the kids to the beach during the day. Sophie got sunburnt going 
from the car and unpacking their things on the beach. By the time Leidy got out the 
sunscreen it was already too late. Leidy felt so bad! Even with a sunburn, it was a great 
fun. 

 
 

 
 



 
 



 


